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11A8. India donates five peacocks to Geneva‘s 
United Nations Office 

                                                        

    

 India has donated five peacocks, including a rare white-
feathered one, to the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG), 

reviving a decades-old tradition. 

                                                             

                    (UNOG)                       ,                

                                
 At a special ceremony held on Friday, India‟s Permanent 

Representative to the UN in Geneva, Arindam Bagchi, formally 
handed over the five peacocks to UNOG Director-General 
Tatiana Valovaya. 

                                                           

                                                                 

UNOG                                         
 “The Indian Peacock, a symbol of grace, beauty and 

resilience, represents India's enduring commitment to the conservation of biodiversity and 
environmental stewardship,” the Indian mission said. 

                   , “          ,         ,         औ                 ,                      

औ                                                                         ” 
 The five young peacocks comprise four blue peafowl and one white-feathered male. 

 इ                                 (Blue Peafowl)                                       

 

Indian Peacock / Indian Peafowl 

The Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) is a large bird of the pheasant family (Phasianidae) 

and is native to the Indian subcontinent. It was declared the National Bird of India in 

1963. 

Feature Details 

Scientific name Pavo cristatus 

Family Phasianidae 

Order Galliformes 

Native range Indian subcontinent 

Male Peacock 

Female Peahen 

Young Peachick 

Species collectively Peafowl 

IUCN status Least Concern 

India's National Bird Yes 
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Peacock vs Peafowl — important distinction 

Technically, ―peacock‖ refers to the adult male, whereas ―peahen‖ refers to the female. 

Thus: 

Peacock = Male. 

Peahen = Female. 

Peafowl = Species/group collectively. 

In everyday usage, however, people frequently use ―peacock‖ for the entire species. 

Why is the male so colourful? 

The male Indian peafowl has a brilliant blue neck and breast and an exceptionally long 

ornamental train containing eye-like markings called ocelli. 

Interestingly, what we commonly call the peacock's enormous ―tail‖ is mainly not the true 

tail. It consists primarily of elongated upper-tail covert feathers. The actual tail feathers 

underneath help support the train. 

During courtship, the male raises and spreads this train into a spectacular fan to attract 

females. 

The peahen, in contrast, is predominantly brownish-grey with some green coloration and 

lacks the male's elaborate train. 

Habitat and distribution 

Indian peafowl naturally occur across much of the Indian subcontinent, particularly in: 

scrublands, deciduous forests, forest edges, agricultural landscapes and areas near 

human settlements. 

They generally require access to water, feeding grounds and trees for roosting. 

They spend considerable time feeding on the ground but can fly, despite their large size. At 

night, they commonly roost in trees. 

What does a peacock eat? 

Indian peafowl are omnivorous. 

Their diet can include seeds, grains, fruits, insects, termites, small reptiles and other 

small animals. 

Peafowl are sometimes valued in agricultural landscapes because they consume various 
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insects and other organisms. 

Do peacocks eat snakes? 

Yes, they can eat small snakes, along with lizards and other small vertebrates. 

However, the popular image of the peacock as a specialised ―snake killer‖ is exaggerated. 

Snakes constitute only one possible component of its broad omnivorous diet. 

Are all peacocks Indian peacocks? 

No. This is an important distinction. 

There are three living species of peafowl: 

Species Scientific name Broad natural distribution 

Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus Indian subcontinent 

Green Peafowl Pavo muticus Southeast Asia 

Congo Peafowl Afropavo congensis Central Africa 

Therefore: 

Indian Peacock → specifically the male of Pavo cristatus. 

Peacock → can refer to the male of a peafowl species generally. 

So, every male Indian peafowl is a peacock, but every peacock in the world is not 

necessarily an Indian peacock. 

Conservation significance in India 

The Indian peafowl receives strong legal protection in India. Under the current Wild Life 

(Protection) Act, 1972, following the 2022 restructuring of the schedules, it is included in 

Schedule I, giving it a high degree of legal protection. 

Major threats in some areas include habitat degradation, poisoning/pesticide exposure, 

illegal killing and other anthropogenic pressures. 

Why was it selected as India's National Bird? 

The Indian peacock was chosen because of its wide distribution in India, distinctive 

appearance, cultural and religious associations, and easy public recognition. 

Indian Peafowl = Pavo cristatus → Family Phasianidae → Order Galliformes → Male = 

Peacock → Female = Peahen → National Bird of India → Schedule I of Wildlife 

(Protection) Act → IUCN Least Concern. 
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A common examination trap is: 

―Peacock is the name for both male and female Indian peafowl.‖  

This is technically incorrect. Peacock = male; peahen = female; peafowl = 

collective/general term. 
 
 

 

11A8. India clinches 17 medals at u-23 
Commonwealth fencing 

            -23                    17          

 India secured 17 medals, including four gold, five silver, 
and eight bronze, on the opening day of the under-23 
Commonwealth fencing championships in Lagos, Nigeria. 

              ,                         -23                 

                        17              ,               ,          

औ  आठ                     
 In men‘s sabre, Nikhil Wagh claimed gold, Lakshay Badser 

took the silver, and Ashwini Arya and Laishram Moramba shared 

the bronze medals. 

                                                  ,          
                     ,             आ   औ                          

              
 In men‘s foil, Tejas Patil captured silver and Hemash 

Sanasam took the bronze. 

                                                            
                

 In men‘s epee, Lokesh Vemani brought home a silver, with 
Shaurya Ashwini and Godwin Anbkess earning bronze. 

                                                   ,                  औ                   
                     

 Joys Ashita won gold in women‘s foil and Kanaglakshmi earned silver. 

                               आ                                         
 In women‘s epee, Prachi Lohan clinched gold and Nivedhya Nair and Anupriya both 

claimed bronze. 

                                                                                               

               
 In women‘s sabre, Jeferlin won the gold and Aakhari took silver, while Shreya Gupta 

added a bronze medal. 

                                             आ                   ,                       
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GS Paper 1: History 11 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
11A8 Quiz: French Revolution 

 
 

11A8. Quiz 
1. Establishment of the Louvre Museum — The French 
Revolution 

 The transformation of the Louvre from a royal palace 
into a public museum was closely connected with the French 
Revolution of 1789. 

 Revolutionary ideas promoted the principle that major 
artistic collections belonging to the monarchy should become 
accessible to the nation and its citizens. 

 The Louvre was consequently converted into a national 
museum and formally opened to the public as the Muséum 
Central des Arts in 1793. 

 Thus, 1789 marks the revolutionary political 
transformation, while 1793 marks the opening of the Louvre 
as a public museum. 

 For examination purposes, the event asked in the 
question is therefore correctly identified as the French Revolution. 

2. Architect of the Louvre Pyramid — I. M. Pei 

 The famous Louvre Pyramid was designed by Ieoh Ming Pei (I. M. Pei), the celebrated 
Chinese-American architect. 

 French President François Mitterrand commissioned the broader Grand Louvre project, 
and Pei was appointed its architect in 1983. 

 Pei designed a large underground reception area connecting the museum's three wings, with 
the striking glass-and-metal pyramid serving as its monumental entrance. 

 Construction generated considerable controversy because of the contrast between its modern 
design and the historic Louvre Palace. 

 The Pyramid was inaugurated on 29 March 1989 and subsequently became one of the 

Louvre's most recognisable architectural symbols. 

3. Saving the Louvre's treasures during World War II — Jacques Jaujard 

 Jacques Jaujard, then a senior Louvre official who became director of France's national 
museums, played the central role in protecting the Louvre's masterpieces from the 
approaching German forces. 

 Even before the German occupation of Paris, museum authorities undertook a massive 
evacuation of valuable artworks from the Louvre. 

 The Mona Lisa was among the masterpieces removed from Paris and moved between 

secure locations during the war. 

 Thousands of works were packed and transported to castles and other locations away from 
the capital. 

 Jaujard's planning helped protect major elements of France's national artistic heritage from 
wartime destruction, seizure and Nazi looting. 

 Therefore, Jacques Jaujard is the appropriate answer. 

4. When did the Louvre stop being the principal royal residence? — 1682 

 The Louvre had served as an important royal residence during several periods of the French 
monarchy after evolving from its medieval origins. 
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 Its position as the principal seat of royal power effectively ended under King Louis XIV. 

 In 1682, Louis XIV transferred the royal court and government to the magnificent Palace of 
Versailles outside Paris. 

 Versailles consequently became the principal centre of the French monarchy and remained 
closely associated with the royal government until the French Revolution. 

 The Louvre increasingly became a place associated with royal collections, artists and 
cultural institutions rather than the monarch's principal residence. 

 Therefore, 1682 is the correct examination answer. 

5. Louvre burglary of 2025 — Eight French Crown Jewels 

 This answer is correct and now officially verifiable: the spectacular burglary occurred on 
19 October 2025 at the Louvre's Galerie d'Apollon. 

 According to France's Ministry of Culture, thieves targeted two high-security display cases 

containing the royal gemstone collection and Crown Diamonds. 

 Eight objects of extraordinary heritage value were stolen, including jewellery connected 
with Queen Marie-Amélie, Queen Hortense, Empress Marie-Louise and Empress 
Eugénie. 

 The stolen objects included diadems, necklaces, earrings and brooches, among other 

royal jewellery. 

 The incident subsequently prompted an official investigation into security weaknesses at the 
Louvre and measures to strengthen protection against intrusion and theft. 

 Important update: The burglary took place in 2025. Since the current year is 2026, 

describing it as occurring “last year” is currently accurate. 

6. Visual — Louvre Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates 

 The building shown is identified in the quiz as the Louvre Abu Dhabi, situated on Saadiyat 
Island in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates. 

 The museum resulted from an exceptional cultural partnership between France and the 
UAE, established through an agreement signed in 2007. 

 It was designed by renowned French architect Jean Nouvel and opened on Saadiyat Island 
in November 2017. 

 One of its most recognisable architectural features is its enormous silvery dome, whose 

complex geometric structure creates changing patterns of light and shade. 

 Louvre Abu Dhabi describes itself as the Arab world's first universal museum, presenting 

works from different civilisations and periods together. 

 
 

American Revolution vs French Revolution 

Basis American Revolution French Revolution 

Broad period 1775–1783 

Began in 1789; revolutionary 

phase generally associated 

with the 1790s 

Where? 
13 British colonies in North 

America 
France 

Against whom? 
Primarily against British colonial 

rule 

Against the absolute 

monarchy and the old social 

order (Ancien Régime) 

Nature 
Primarily a war of independence 

combined with a political 

A profound political and 

social revolution within 
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Basis American Revolution French Revolution 

revolution France 

Major grievance 

Taxation without representation, 

imperial controls and colonial self-

government 

Social inequality, fiscal crisis, 

taxation, food shortages and 

political exclusion 

Social structure 

Colonists opposed political control 

from Britain, although colonial 

society itself contained major 

inequalities, including slavery 

Society divided into Three 

Estates, with privileges 

enjoyed particularly by clergy 

and nobility 

Immediate objective 
Independence from Britain and 

self-government 

Transformation of the 

monarchy, privileges and 

political-social order 

Intellectual influence 

John Locke, natural rights, consent 

of governed and Enlightenment 

thought 

Rousseau, Montesquieu, 

Voltaire and broader 

Enlightenment ideas 

Key document 
Declaration of Independence, 

1776 

Declaration of the Rights of 

Man and of the Citizen, 1789 

Major symbol/event 
Declaration of Independence; 

victory at Yorktown (1781) 

Storming of the Bastille, 14 

July 1789 

Monarchy 
Colonies separated from the British 

Crown 

French monarchy was 

eventually abolished in 1792 

Republic 
United States developed a federal 

constitutional republic 

France established the First 

French Republic 

Violence/radicalisation 

Primarily revolutionary warfare 

against Britain, alongside internal 

conflict 

Became increasingly radical, 

culminating in the Reign of 

Terror 

Major outcome 
Creation of the independent United 

States of America 

Destruction of many feudal 

privileges, transformation of 

French society and spread of 

revolutionary principles 

Long-term ideals 
Liberty, representative 

government and constitutionalism 

Liberty, Equality and 

Fraternity became enduring 

revolutionary ideals 

 
 
 
 

GS Paper 1: Society 11 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
11A8 Protectors turn predators: how son preference fuels female foeticide rackets in 

Maharashtra 
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11A8. Protectors turn predators: how son preference fuels female foeticide 

rackets in Maharashtra 

           :         -                                                            

 Aman once tasked with saving Maharashtra‟s daughters has now been unmasked as one of 
their most proli•c predators. 

                                                     Aman अ                proli•c             
                          

 For decades, Dr. Chan drakant Gunda Gaikwad sat comfortably within the upper echelons 

of the State health establishment, serv ing as a district civil surge on and assistant director. 

        Dr. Chan drakant Gunda Gaikwad                                         district 

civil surge on     assistant director                         
 He was also part of the go vernment‟s ‗Save the Girls‘ campaign for years. 

                   ‗Save the Girls‘ campaign                  
 Retirement did not sig nal an end to his medical career, but marked the ex pansion of a dark 

under ground enterprise. 

                                    अ                     ,         अ                        
                    

 Dr. Gaikwad was arrested by the Kolhapur police on July 31 for allegedly orchestrat ing a 
sophisticated female foeticide ring. 

Dr. Gaikwad    July 31    Kolhapur police                         female foeticide ring 

                                      
 During inter rogation, he allegedly ad mitted to performing around 200 to 250 illegal 

abortions, the police said. 

         अ     ,                                        200    250                         

           
 The racket operated out of Kolhapur in western Maharashtra, the home dis trict of State 

Health Minis ter Prakash Abitkar. 

                           Kolhapur                   ,                        Prakash 

Abitkar                 
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 The Minister called it a ―serious matter‖ that a former health o•cial was involved in such a 

crime. 

                              अ          इ         अ                   ―           ‖     
 He announced that the State will soon introduce a new law to invoke the stringent 

Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act against female foeticide, ensuring that 

doctors, family members, pharmacists, and anyone else supporting the crime face 
prosecution. 

                                                          Maharashtra Control of Or 

ganised Crime Act                                    ,            ,                , 
              अ                                अ                  अ                

             
 However, when media persons pressed the Minister about how implicated doctors and 

individuals routinely escape punishment and continue running their rackets after securing bail, 
he had no concrete answer. 

       ,                                                    अ                             
                                              अ                           ,                 

                 
 It underscored a grim reality: cul prits easily slip through the cracks and accountability 

remains elusive. 

इ                                :        आ                                        औ  
                         ठ               

 According to Sunanda Patil, an octogenarian and resident of Kolhapur, female foeticide ―is 
nothing new‖. 

Kolhapur        औ  80             आ      Sunanda Patil    अ     ,              ―       

           ‖  
 She said women face two choices: empty their wombs if it is a girl, or keep giving birth until a 

son is born. 

                                               :                                     ,           
                           

 She chose the second option, delivering three daughters before •nally having a son. 

                           अ                                              
 She considers herself lucky that her hus band stopped there. 

                                                     

Quiet tragedies 

             

 For daily wage worker Ma loji Kharat and his agricul tural worker wife Lanka bai, the reality 
was starkly di•erent. 

             Ma loji Kharat                         Lanka bai                  अ     

                  
 By 38, Ms. Lanka bai had 21 pregnancies and struggled to recall the names of all her 

children. 

38               Ms. Lanka bai 21                                अ                        

                           
 Of her 11 surviving children, nine are girls. 

     11                                 
 The other 10 died either shortly after birth or during deliv ery. 

अ   10                                                               
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 When their story was reported a few years ago, the couple vanished from public view. 

                                     ,                                           
 Beed district in the Ma rathwada region has long carried a dark reputation for illegal 

abortion rings. 

Marathwada        Beed district                                                             
 The most notorious was run by Dr. Sudam Munde and Dr. Saraswati Munde from Parali 

who operated a sex determination racket for years. 

                  Dr. Sudam Munde औ  Dr. Saraswati Munde       Parali                 
       ,                   sex determination racket        

 In one of the most chill ing revelations, investiga tors found that the Mundes fed 
aborted female foetus es to a pack of dogs to hide the evidence, reportedly aborting up 
to 20 female foetuses a day for decades. 

                                   ,                       Mundes                              

                                                ,                              20         
                     

 Beed-based activist Man isha Tokale noted that it has been over a decade since the Munde 
case, yet illegal abortion networks continue to operate in se cret. 

Beed             Man isha Tokale           Munde                    अ                 
  ,                                                              

 The issue makes hea dlines brie•y when a case is uncovered, she said, be fore things slip 
right back to normal. 

                                       ,                                             ,       

इ                                                   
 This generational pres sure drives quiet tragedies across the State. 

                                                        
 After delivering two sons, Renu (name changed) became pregnant a third time. 

                          , Renu (            )                       
 Her husband, a daily wage worker, expected another boy. 

        ,                      ,              अ                
 Fearing that her family history of having only daughters meant she would carry the same 

genes, he routinely took her for ultrasound tests. 

इ                                         इ              अ                     आ              

    ,                                                          
 “We went, had a sonography, and the family suggested abortion,” Ms. Renu said, without 

needing to specify that the third child was a girl. 

Ms. Renu       , “     ,                                                      ,”            

                                                            
 Phrases like ―khali karun ye (empty it and come back)‖ or ―tapa sun baghu(let us 

check)‖ echo across both rural and urban Maharashtra. 

―khali karun ye (empty it and come back)‖    ―tapa sun baghu (let us check)‖           

             ,                                
 When she went to a private clinic in Beed for the abortion, the doctor botched the procedure. 

                    Beed                     ,                                         
 She said the clean-up was not done properly, leaving her with lasting physical pain and 

nowhere to turn for justice. 

                                             ,                                          
                                                     

 According to Roopa Shah, founder of the Kolha pur-based Dilasa Samajik Vishwast 
Sanstha, female foeticide happens everywhere in the State without exception. 
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Kolha pur      Dilasa Samajik Vishwast Sanstha            Roopa Shah    अ     ,      
                  अ                              

 Society‟s mindset has not changed, regardless of whether people live in rural or urban areas, 
or are rich or poor, she said. 

                                                 आ     ,                                     
      अ                

 Having spent three de cades fighting crimes like child marriage and female foeticide, Ms. 

Shah feels conventional measures have utterly failed. 

          औ                    अ                                    , Ms. Shah             
                                       

 Because the police, courts, adminis tration, and government have not been able to stop these 
atrocities, she be lieves the time has come for women to take a stand themselves. 

           ,        ,       औ        इ  अ                                   , इ          
            अ                      आ     ठ                     

 “It is not easy though,” she said. 

          , “       ,                 ” 

Deep-rooted bias 

                              

 The National Family Health Survey 2019-21 o•ers a win dow into the mindset of this social 

fabric. 

National Family Health Survey 2019-21 इ                                            

         
 Maha rashtra has shown a strong preference for sons. 

                                                     
 While 9% of women and 12% of men express a desire for more sons than daughters, only 

4-5% of women and men want more daughters. 

     9%         औ  12%                         अ            इ                ,           4-5% 

        औ       अ                      
 A large majority of women and men wish to have at least one son while fewer desire at least 

one daughter. 

                                   -  -                  ,      अ                 -  -
              इ             

 These figures capture a deep-rooted gender bias in the State, one that starts at birth and 

follows girls throughout their lives. 

                                                    ,                                           

                      
 “Those who survive have to carry the burden of being a girl forever,” said Dhondabai 

Ningule, a resi dent of Dharashiv district. 

Dharashiv district           Dhondabai Ningule       , “                ,             
                               ” 

 In Marathi households, names like Dhondabai, de rived from dhonda (stone), or Nakushi 
(unwanted) are often given to girls born merely as stopgap arrange ments until a son arrives, 

serving as a constant, grudging reminder from their families of their un wanted existence. 

                 Dhondabai,    dhonda (    )              ,    Nakushi (unwanted)          

अ                                                         अ                              
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GS Paper 1: Geography 11 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11A8 Over 100 people killed as powerful earthquake strikes west Colombia 
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11A8. Over 100 people killed as powerful earthquake strikes west Colombia 

                                     100                     

 At least 111 people were killed and 87 injured in Colombia on Monday when a 7.4 magnitude 
earthquake struck the Latin American country, leaving several cities ravaged and trapping 

residents under the debris of hundreds of collapsed buildings while their loved ones and 
rescue workers searched through the rubble. 

          7.4                         अ                                111                   
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   87             ,                                          इ                           , 

                                                       
 The “highest magnitude earthquake in Colombia in the last decade” was followed by two 

aftershocks of magnitudes 2.8 and 4.8, the Colombian Geological Service said. 

                                   “                            आ                        
     ” 2.8    4.8                                  

 The U.S. Geological Survey reported the tremor‟s epicentre in San Jose Del Palmar, about 

400 km west of capital Bogota. 

U.S. Geological Survey                                                  ,                      
     400                        

 The tremors were felt in neighbouring Ecuador and Panama, though minimal damage was 
reported there. 

                                 औ                          ,                               
            

 Local officials confirmed that at least 40 people were killed in the Risaralda region, where 
the hard-hit city of Pereira is located, and 27 people in the Valle del Cauca region, where 

Colombia‟s third biggest city, Cali, is located. 

       अ                                     ,                              इ          ,          
   40                                      ,                                                 , 
   27                  

 At least three of those killed in Valle del Cauca were children, its Governor said. 

इ                                                                            
 Authorities also confirmed four people were killed in Choco and two more in the city of 

Manizales in the Caldas region. 

अ                                                                                           
                       

 Many more people across the country were injured. 

                             
 Colombian President Abelardo de la Espriella declared an emergency which will expedite 

funding for the quake recovery, and said he would visit the disaster zone, centred round the 
rural region of Choco. 

                    Abelardo de la Espriella    आ                 ,                         
                                            ,                                         

                              
 “We aren‟t going to leave people alone. They are in our hearts and we are going to tend to 

people with our full determination,” he said. 

          , ―                                                  औ                              
                      ‖ 

 European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen said on Monday the bloc was “ready to provide 

more support” for rescue efforts in the Latin American country. 

                    Ursula von der Leyen                                   अ              
                                                         

 “Tonight, Europe‟s heart is with the people of Colombia. We have already mobilised 
Copernicus, our satellite service, to help with rescue operations,” she said on social media. 

                         , ―आ                                                         

                                               Copernicus                            ‖ 
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 The earthquake left cities across the west of the country — Pereira, Quibdo, Cali, and 
Manizales — ravaged. 

                                     ,       ,      औ                                 

Why is Colombia prone to earthquakes? 

The key is plate tectonics. Colombia is situated near the interaction of several tectonic units, 

most importantly the: 

Nazca Plate → South American Plate ← Caribbean Plate, together with the 

Panama/Chocó tectonic block in the northwest. 

Along much of western South America, the oceanic Nazca Plate moves toward and sinks 

beneath the continental South American Plate. This is called subduction. The USGS 

describes this plate boundary as part of the more than 7,000-km-long South American arc.  

2. How does subduction produce earthquakes? 

Imagine pushing one heavy book underneath another. 

The two plates do not always slide smoothly. Parts of their boundary can become locked 

because of friction. 

Meanwhile, the plates continue moving, causing stress to accumulate in rocks. 

Eventually: 

Plate movement → Plates become locked → Stress accumulates → Rocks suddenly 

rupture/slip → Energy released as seismic waves → Earthquake. 

This is the fundamental mechanism behind many powerful earthquakes along the Pacific 

margin of South America. 

3. Why western Colombia in particular? 

Western Colombia faces the Pacific Ocean, immediately landward of the Nazca–South 

America convergent margin. 

The situation is more complicated in northwestern Colombia because interactions also 

involve the Caribbean Plate and Panama-Chocó region. Consequently, Colombia 

experiences earthquakes from several tectonic sources rather than from one simple fault 

system. 

The distribution of recorded earthquakes strongly follows Colombia's western and Andean 

tectonic belts.  

4. Connection with the Andes Mountains 

The same broad tectonic process responsible for earthquakes is also fundamental to the 
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formation of the Andes. 

As the Nazca Plate subducts beneath South America, the continental margin undergoes 

compression, deformation and uplift. 

Thus: 

Nazca–South America convergence 

↓ 

Subduction 
↓ 

Crustal compression + deformation 
↓ 

Andes mountain building 

↓ 

Earthquakes + volcanism 

This is why the western margin of South America contains not only major earthquakes but 

also an extensive chain of volcanoes and young fold mountains.  

5. Colombia and the Pacific ―Ring of Fire‖ 

Colombia's Pacific margin forms part of the broader tectonically active zone commonly 

called the Pacific Ring of Fire. 

This circum-Pacific belt contains numerous: 

Subduction zones + trenches + active volcanoes + earthquakes. 

Countries along western South America—including Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Chile—

therefore experience significant seismic and volcanic activity. 

6. Why can a magnitude 7.4 earthquake be so destructive? 

Magnitude alone does not determine the disaster. 

Damage depends on: 

Magnitude + depth + distance from settlements + local geology + building quality + 

population density + preparedness. 

The 10 August earthquake was reported as magnitude 7.4, with severe effects across 

western Colombian cities including Cali, Pereira, Quibdó, Armenia and Manizales. 

Aftershocks followed the main earthquake.  

Soft sediments in valleys can also amplify seismic shaking, while vulnerable buildings 

increase casualties. 
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7. What are aftershocks? 

After a major earthquake, the surrounding crust must adjust to the changed stress conditions. 

Therefore: 

Mainshock → Redistribution of crustal stress → Smaller subsequent earthquakes = 

Aftershocks. 

Aftershocks can continue for days, weeks or longer. They are dangerous because structures 

already weakened by the main earthquake may collapse during subsequent shaking. Reports 

following this Colombian earthquake recorded multiple aftershocks and warned that more 

could occur.  
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11A8.  PMLA case after conviction for predicate offence doesn‘t amount to 

second trial: HC 

                                 PMLA                                      : HC 

 When a person is convicted for offences under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) or other laws 
that are described as scheduled/predicate offences under the Prevention of Money 
Laundering Act (PMLA), the subsequent prosecution of such persons under the provisions 
of the PMLA does not amount to a second trial for the same offences, the Karnataka High 
Court said. 

                                   (IPC)    अ                     अ                         
       ,                              (PMLA)        अ       /        अ                    

           ,                          PMLA                                   अ             
अ                                         ,                            

 “The prosecution under the PMLA is neither the second trial for the same offence nor a 
Constitutional transgression. 

“PMLA        अ                अ                                                        

    
 The offence under the PMLA derives its existence from the laundering of proceeds of crime, 

though emanating from the commission of predicate offence,” the court observed. 
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PMLA        अ        अ                    आ                          ,                  
अ                                 ,”                       

Notes exchange scam 

                  

 Justice M. Nagaprasanna passed the order while dismissing the petitions filed by 11 

persons, who were convicted for various offences under the IPC, for looting some persons in 
2016 in the guise of exchanging the demonetised notes, and cheating the people of several 
lakhs of rupees. 

            .                     11                                                     

    ,       IPC               अ                                 इ          2016              

                                                                                    
 The petitioners were convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for six years in 2024 by the 

trial court, and their appeals against conviction are pending before the High Court. 

                2024                                                                  
        ,                            अ                                  

 “It is a prosecution of an independent statutory offence [under PMLA], in which the petitioners 

have to come out clean in a full blown proceeding before the special court, as the prohibition 
under Section 300 of the Criminal Procedure Code extends only to a second trial for the 

same offence and not to a prosecution for a distinct offence under another enactment,” the 
High Court said while dismissing their petition. 

“                          [PMLA       ]    अ         ,                             

                                                             ,                                
300                       अ                                            ,           अ   

अ                 अ   अ        अ         ,”                                       
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11A8.  High Court upholds religious conversion of 2 U.P. women 

                           2                                      

 The Allahabad High Court last week directed the release of two adult Hindu women who 
claimed to have voluntarily converted to Islam. 

            Allahabad High Court                                                    ,         
                                           अ             

 Holding that their father had unlawfully con •ned them because of their religious choices, the 
court also ordered him and the Uttar Pradesh government to jointly pay ₹25 lakh in 
compensation for the violation of their fundamental rights. 

                                                                              confined         
                                                                               ₹25     

     आ                          
 Justice Sandeep Jain, hearing a habeas corpus petition on August 6, held that the siblings 

aged 35 and 20 years were entitled to decide their faith, residence and personal a•airs as 

adults. 

Justice Sandeep Jain    6         habeas corpus petition                           35 

औ  20                                        अ       ,       औ                            
                   अ             

 “Ms. Diya Bhatia alias Zoya Diya Bhatia and Ms. Anshu Bhatia alias Amina Anshu Bhatia are 
declared to be free to reside at any place and with any person of their own choice, with out 
any interference from respondent No. 4 (father of the girls) or any other per son or the State 
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and its functionaries,” the court said, while describing the case as an exceptionally grave 
violation of constitutional rights. 

                                                                                 , “Ms. 

Diya Bhatia alias Zoya Diya Bhatia    Ms. Anshu Bhatia alias Amina Anshu Bhatia    अ    
                           अ                                                   ,       
respondent No. 4 (              )         अ         अ                 अ               
                        ” 

 While ordering the ₹25 lakh compensation, the court permitted the State government to 
recover 50% from the father, Anil Kumar Bhatia, and the remaining 50% from any 
delinquent public servant whose acts contributed to the unconstitutional de privation of the 

women‟s li berty, subject to law and due process. 

₹25          आ                                              अ               50%          , 
Anil Kumar Bhatia,           50%                                        ,                
                      अ                                                ,                     
              अ          

 The High Court also di rected the father not to in terfere with either wo man‟s personal 
liberty, movement, residence, pro fession or religious choic es. 

High Court                                                                   , आ     , 

     ,                                      
 The father was addi tionally ordered to hand over his daughters‟ original documents and 

belongings within seven days. 

        अ             अ                          औ                                       
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11A8.  Tribunals Reforms Bill passed amid din in LS 

                                                   

 The Lok Sabha on Monday passed a Bill to establish a National Tribunals Commission to 

oversee the appointment of chairpersons and members of various tribunals, without a debate 
amid persistent Opposition protests demanding the presence of Union Home Minister Amit 
Shah. 

                                          अ                                           

                  आ    (National Tribunals Commission)                              
                           इ                            -              ,                      
                                          

 The Opposition has been demanding that Mr. Shah make a statement on the police 
crackdown on students during the July 20 protest in New Delhi against paper leaks. 

                                                   20                                         

                                              
 The Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026, introduced by Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal, 

was passed by voice vote after Opposition members, who had given notices opposing its 
introduction, chose not to speak amid the din. 
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                                                     Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026            
                                                                                                
                                 

 Once passed by both Houses, the new law will repeal the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021. 

                                         Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021                   
 The proposed commission, to be headquartered in New Delhi, will comprise a chairperson 

and four members — two judicial and two technical members. 

                                            इ       अ                      —    
                               

 A retired Supreme Court judge or a retired Chief Justice of a High Court will be eligible to 
head the commission. 

                                                                                        

   अ                      
 Speaking on the Bill, Mr. Meghwal said it sought to bring uniformity to the process of selection 

and appointment of tribunal members and would improve efficiency, transparency and 
independence. 

                                        इ                                      औ          

                               इ        ,           औ                         
 He said the legislation did not alter the jurisdiction of any tribunal. 

                                                   -                           
 The Minister described the measure as part of the government‟s ―reform express‖. 

        इ                   ―            ‖                 
 The Bill comes against the backdrop of the Supreme Court‘s intervention in the functioning 

of tribunals. 

                                                                                  
 The court had struck down provisions of the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021, holding that some 

of them were contrary to the principles of separation of powers and judicial independence 

and inconsistent with earlier judgments laying down standards for the appointment, tenure 
and functioning of tribunal members. 

           Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021                                                 

                              औ                                                            
                ,                                                                 अ          
    

SC‘s direction 

                       

 The court had also directed the establishment of an independent National Tribunals 
Commission with professional expertise, transparent selection procedures and an oversight 

mechanism for appointments. 

                          ,                                                            
                        आ                                   

 The proposed legislation provides for the qualifications, selection and appointment of tribunal 
chairpersons and members, besides prescribing their salaries, allowances, tenure, 
resignation, removal and other service conditions. 

                                अ                         ,     औ                    

             इ    अ    , इ             ,    ,        ,       ,             औ               
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11A8. How personality cults derail democracy 

                                                 

 In 1937, as the country stood poised between colonial subjugation and the uncertain 
promise of freedom, an essay appeared in The Modern Review, titled „The Rashtrapati‟ and 
was signed, cryptically, “Chanakya.” 

1937   ,        औ                              अ                            ,    The 

Modern Review    ‗The Rashtrapati‘                             ,                      
―Chanakya‖                             
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 Its author, as we know now, was Jawaharlal Nehru, but the reader at that time, was unaware 

of this. 

                  इ                         ,                   इ    अ         
 The piece remains one of the strangest acts of political self-examination in modern history: a 

leader at the height of his popularity writing anonymously about the dangers that his own 
popularity posed to the country. 

              इ                  आ  -              अ                                  : 
अ                                                                         अ             
              -                              

 Nehru was, by then, much more than a politician. 

                                   अ                
 To millions, he symbolised India‟s aspirations and was the embodiment of its longing for 

freedom. 

                            आ                                                        
 The adulation for him overflowed and, as the writer of the essay recognised, it was also 

unsettling. 

                      औ                    ,                                ,    

                
 “Therein lies danger for Jawaharlal and for India,” he wrote. 

           , ―              औ                            ‖ 

 “For it is not through Caesarism that India will attain freedom, and though she may prosper a 
little under a benevolent and efficient despotism, she will remain stunted and the day of the 
emancipation of her people will be delayed.” 

“                                                                                         

        अ                                   ,                   अ                   
                                  ” 

 Nehru wrote in the shadow of Mussolini‘s Italy and Hitler‘s Germany, but the anxiety 

around despotism transcended his own age. 

                         औ                                      ,                         
                अ                                

 The gravest threat to democracy as he understood it, is not always tyranny imposed from 
above. 

            अ     ,                                     ऊ                                  
 Sometimes it emerges from below, from the yearning of ordinary people to surrender the 

burdens of citizenship to a figure who appears larger than life. 

   -                            ,                                                           

                          ,                                                          

Leave devotion out of politics 

                           

 Politics is a fertile field for mythmaking. 

            -                              
 Nations tell stories about themselves; stories that crystallise around individuals — 

Washington crossing the Delaware, Mao‟s famous crossing of the Yangtze in 1966 and the 
like. 

     अ                            ;                            इ  -                      —          

                    , 1966                                      इ           अ           
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 A society pours its hopes and fears into what is perceived as a messianic figure. 

        अ    आ     औ                                                       -    

                           
 But democracy rarely survives the elevation of leaders into objects of worship. 

                                                ,              अ                          

             
 Nehru understood this. 

     इ             
 The phrase that leaps out from „The Rashtrapati‟ is not “despotism” but “stunted.” 

‗The Rashtrapati‘                                 ―stunted‖ अ     “अ          ”   ,      

“         ”  
 It was not that India might become authoritarian. 

                                                 
 It was that India might cease to grow. 

                                         
 A people habituated to looking for salvation in a single individual would lose habits that 

sustain republican life: scepticism, argument, participation and responsibility. 

                                                                                       
            :      ,    -     ,                        

 Freedom was never simply the transfer of power from British hands to Indian hands. 

                                                                          
 It was the emancipation of the citizen‟s mind. 

                             
 A dozen years later, on the eve of the Republic‟s birth, B. R. Ambedkar returned to the same 

theme, though in a much more severe language. 

                 ,                               ,   . आ . आ          इ                     
    ,              इ        अ                             

 Addressing the Constituent Assembly on November 25, 1949, he offered what remains 

one of the most profound warnings in Indian political thought. 

25       1949                                                                             

                             
 “Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation of the soul. 

“                                              
 But in politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to eventual 

dictatorship.” 

                             -            अ                                             
   ” 

 A profound understanding of Indian civilisation inspired these words. 

इ                                                  
 Devotion occupies a sacred place in our spiritual traditions. 

      आ                                             
 But politics, Ambedkar insisted, belongs to another realm. 

                                                                   
 Scrutiny supplants devotion, and accountability rejects surrender. 

               -                          ,                                       
 More than dictatorship in its classical form, Ambedkar feared the slow erosion of democratic 

culture. 

                                      अ                             -                   
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 Constitutions can be drafted and elections will be held. 

                                                  
 But republics depend, ultimately, on habits of the mind. 

      अ                           औ  आ                      
 They depend upon citizens who are willing to ask difficult questions, to distrust concentrations 

of power, and to distinguish between loyalty to a nation and loyalty to a leader.  

                                     ठ           ,                   अ                       
       ठ                     ठ         अ                          

 This age-old anxiety defines our century. 

                                                           
 Recently, Ezra Klein, reflecting on Christopher Nolan‟s adaptation of The Odyssey and the 

age of Elon Musk and Donald Trump, suggested that we are witnessing a clash between 

two visions of human greatness. 

          Ezra Klein    The Odyssey    Christopher Nolan               Elon Musk     
Donald Trump                                                                            
                      

 One prizes restraint, reciprocity and the difficult art of belonging to a community larger than 
oneself. 

   अ           ,            औ                                             ठ              

         
 The other celebrates disruption, conquest, and the charismatic individual who breaks rules 

and bends institutions to his will. 

      अ             ,      औ                                                             
           अ    इ       अ                   

Making a messiah 

                   

 The attraction of the modern strongman, whether political or technological, lies in the promise 
of transcendence. 

                 (strongman)         ,                              ,         

       औ                                          
 The entrepreneur who will colonise Mars; the outsider who promises to sweep away 

corruption and inefficiency. 

                                           ;                              अ             
                                

 In an age of social media, these narratives acquire an almost epic quality. 

                                                                     
 Politics becomes theatre and citizens become spectators. 

                                                     
 Homer would have appreciated this irony. 

        इ                             
 Odysseus, after all, is not merely a conqueror. 

       ,                                 
 He is flawed, cunning, restless and often consumed by his own legend. 

          ,     ,             अ    अ                                 
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 The greatness of The Odyssey lies not in its celebration of heroic power but in its recognition 
of heroic limits. 

The Odyssey                                   ,                                            
 The epic ends not with conquest but with homecoming. 

           अ                   ,                               
 Its lesson is that no individual, however gifted, can exist apart from the obligations of 

community. 

इ                              ,                                    ,                    
           अ        अ                       

 That is the lesson Nehru and Ambedkar were trying to teach India in their own way.  

                         औ  आ       अ   -अ                                             
 The Republic is an argument against the idea of the indispensable man. 

                                                            
 It argues that institutions matter more than personalities and that power must remain 

accountable to something larger than itself. 

                                                                                            
                        

 Democracies require visionaries, but they also require sceptics. 

                                           ,                      औ  आ                    
                    

 The tragedy of personality cults is that they encourage us to outsource our judgment and to 
mistake admiration for patriotism. 

                                      अ                                                  
                                    

 They tempt us into believing that history is made by singular heroes rather than by the often 
invisible labour of millions of ordinary men and women. 

                                              इ                                           ,   

                                   अ    अ              
 The true measure of a republic is not whether it can produce extraordinary leaders. 

                                              अ                                         
 It is whether it can renew itself without becoming dependent on them. 
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11A8. Scotland and Netherlands criticise 
ICC‘s World Cup format changes 

        औ              ICC                 

            आ         

 Cricket Scotland and the Royal Dutch Cricket 
Association (KNCB) have criticised the International 
Cricket Council (ICC) for changing the format of the 
2027 Men‘s ODI World Cup. 

                                         

(KNCB)                           (ICC)       2027      

ODI                                                
    

 The ICC introduced a new Super Series phase 
under which the teams ranked 12th, 13th and 14th in 
the qualification process will contest a tri-series, with 
only one progressing to the second round, where 12 
teams will be split into two groups. 

 ICC                                     , 
                               12  , 13   औ  14   
                                               ,       
                                     ,      12            
                             

 The two Associate Member boards described 
the lack of communication as ―disappointing and 
disrespectful‖. 

                                           
―          औ          ‖        

 “These changes represent a setback to 
Associate Member cricket and risk undermining the 
progress made in recent years to grow the global 
game,” they said in a joint statement on Monday. 

                                       , “   
                                                  

                                                        
                           ” 

 “At a time when cricket is seeking to expand its 
reach, attract new audiences and strengthen its 

position on the international sporting landscape, 
reducing meaningful opportunities for emerging 
nations sends entirely the wrong message. 

 “                    अ                        ,             आ              अ              

          अ                                      ,                         अ           

                                 
 While saying that the Associate members should have been given more time to understand 

the changes, CS and KNCB called for ―greater clarity‖ in the process involved. 

                                                        अ                          , CS 

औ  KNCB                     ―           ‖             
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 Associate Members are nations that belong to the ICC but do not hold Full Member status, 

which is reserved for the game‟s leading countries. 

                           ICC           ,                                         ,           
अ                          

 The 2027 World Cup will be cohosted by South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia. 

 2027                                     ,          औ                           
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11A8. India‘s move to label places in 
Arunachal Pradesh illegal: China 

                                         

                            

 China on Monday termed India‟s move to 
identify 27 places and features in Arunachal 
Pradesh by their standard names on the official 
Indian map as “illegal, null and void”. 

                 अ              27       औ  
                                               
                                            
―    ,      औ        ‖        

 “China does not recognise the so-called 
„Arunachal Pradesh‟ illegally set up by India,” 
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo 
Jiakun said. 

                           Guo Jiakun       , “    

           अ                         ‗       

    ‘                     ” 
 “India‟s move of attempting to replace 

names long been used by China with its so-called 
„standard names‟ is illegal, null and void,” he said in a reply posted on the Ministry‟s website. 

                      इ                            , “                      इ              
                    ‗         ‘                              ,      औ            ” 

 “Still less will it change the fact that Zangnan region belongs to China,” he said. 

          , “   इ                                    Zangnan                     ” 
 China calls Arunachal Pradesh as Zangnan. 

                   Zangnan          
 India last week formally identified 27 places and features in the State by their standard names 

on the official Indian map. 
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                                                      27       औ                       
                                          

 Beijing has been periodically releasing Chinese names for locations in the State since 2017 to 

assert claims over the area. 

              अ                              2017       -                               
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11A8.  Rajya Sabha clears two Bills; Minister says consumers will not pay UPI 
charges 

                              ;                             UPI                     

 Amid the Opposition wal kout, the Rajya Sabha passed the Bankers‘ Books Evidence Bill 
and returned the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill on Monday. 

                      ,                      Bankers‘ Books Evidence Bill               
Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill                  

 Countering the Opposition‟s charge that the Taxa tion Bill proposed further burden on small 
traders and consumers by imposing a tax on Unified Pay ments Interface (UPI) tran 
sactions, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara man said they would re main free for 

consumers. 

        इ                           Taxation Bill    Uni•ed Pay ments Interface (UPI) tran 
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sactions                                            अ                            ,       

         Nirmala Sithara man                                               
 She added that once the Bill was passed, the Nation al Payments Corporation of India 

could finalise the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), which would be ap plied to to certain 

catego ries of merchant transac tions. 

                                       Nation al Payments Corporation of India Merchant 

Discount Rate (MDR)    अ                  ,                               -                 
       

 The Upper House had witnessed disruptions and adjournments in the morning too. 

                          औ                      
 CPI(M) member John Brittas moved a statutory motion to disapprove an ordinance brought 

by the Finance Ministry in June. 

CPI(M) member John Brittas                                      अ          अ            
       statutory motion             

 The statutory motion and the Bill were discussed to gether. 

Statutory motion                                 
 He accused the go vernment of being subser vient to the United States and said the charges 

of UPI transactions were based on the U.S. diktats. 

                United States        अ                                   UPI    -       
                                     

 “The Prime Minister promised that UPI will be free for everyone,” he reminded the 

government. 

                                  , “                            UPI                      ” 
 During the debate, AAP member Sanjay Singh said the new Bill would create problems for 

the public as digital transactions had be come a part of trade and commerce. 

             AAP member Sanjay Singh                                                

     ,                 -           औ                              
 Countering all these ar guments, Ms. Sitharaman said UPI had remained free for consumers 

since its launch, and every Indian would continue to make in stant digital payments without 
paying a transac tion charge. 

इ                           Ms. Sitharaman           UPI अ                         
                                                          -                             

                          
 “Will consum ers pay any UPI charge? No, consumers will not have to pay any charges 

on UPI transactions,” she said. 

          , “                     UPI               ?     ,              UPI    -           

                    ” 
 Adding that vast majority of merchant transactions, including low-value tran sactions to 

roadside ven dors, would continue to re main free. 

                               -                  ,                                -          
   -               ,                 

 When Mr. Brittas walked out soon after his reply, Ms. Sitharaman said Communists in this 

coun try were total cowards and they could not face facts, but “they will go on •libus tering, 
making noise.” 

   Mr. Brittas                                         ,    Ms. Sitharaman           इ         
                                                          ,      “   •libus tering, making 

noise            ” 
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 Earlier, the Rajya Sabha proceedings were inter rupted twice in the morn ing session with 
continued protests from the Opposi tion demanding a state ment from Union Home Minister 
Amit Shah on the police action on July 20 on protesters in Delhi. 

इ        ,                                                   ,               Union Home 

Minister Amit Shah             20                                                          
                                          

 

 
 

11A8.  UPI and the cost of policy reversal 

UPI औ                       

 The government has just given itself the legal room to tax the very payment habit it spent a 
decade building. 

         अ                                                                     ,      
                                        

 Tucked into the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, is an amendment to 

Section 10A of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, which would allow the 
government to notify charges on specified electronic payment modes. 

Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026    Payment and Settlement Systems 

Act, 2007         10A                               ,                     इ                

               अ                अ            
 The number being proposed is a Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) of 0.25–0.5% on UPI 

transactions above ₹2,000. 
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           ₹2,000            UPI    -       0.25–0.5%    Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) 

    
 The official stand is that this threshold would touch only about five per cent of transactions by 

volume, sparing the milk-and-vegetable payments that make up the bulk of UPI‟s use. 

                                                             5%    -              

                                         इ              ,    UPI             अ             
    

 But it would cover roughly 65% of transaction value, which is precisely why it matters. 

            -                    65%                      ,                               
    

 This is not a small, technical fix. 

                                          
 It runs counter to a decade-long policy commitment and deserves more scrutiny than it has 

received. 

                                                                 -      इ          , 
          अ                   

The policy reversal 

             

 Consider the arc. 

इ                              
 Demonetisation in November 2016 was justified, among other things, as a push towards a 

less-cash economy. 

      2016               अ            अ       -          अ                                
                                  

 UPI, launched earlier that year, became the vehicle for that push, and its zero-MDR regime 
was a deliberate subsidy to get merchants and consumers off cash. 

                          UPI इ                       इ        -MDR                  
                                                                                 

 It worked spectacularly. 

                       
 UPI now processes more transactions each month than most of the world‟s card networks 

combined. 

अ  UPI                       अ                                -          अ       -            

         
 Having successfully weaned the country away from cash and towards electronic payments, 

the government now wants to undercut the very success it engineered. 

                                                                        ,       अ      
                                                            

 There seems to be a continued pattern of privileging one payment mode over others via 
policy. 

                                                        अ                             
                             

 India has long taxed even credit cards. 

                                                   
 Credit card interest and fees attract 18% GST, making the use of credit cards unnecessarily 

costly. 
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                              18% GST        ,                           अ             
                  

 Taxing interest on revolving credit is unusual by international standards; most jurisdictions 
treat consumer credit interest as a private financial cost, not a taxable service. 

                              अ                   अ      अ         ; अ                 
        ऋ                                     ,                    

 India taxes it as if using a credit card itself is a luxury. 

     इ                                                                   
 Now UPI, the payment rail the government spent political capital promoting, is in line for 

similar treatment. 

अ  UPI,                                                  ,    इ                                   
 The pattern suggests a need for a more coherent payments policy than giving in to the 

temptation to tax every transaction that can be observed. 

         इ                                                   -                                
                 अ                                      

 There are at least two problems with this specific move beyond the optics. 

इ                        इ                         -  -                  

Who really pays? 

                           ? 

 First, basic economic theory tells us that the person on whom a tax is levied and the person 
who actually bears its cost are not always the same. 

    ,          आ                                                                           
                ,                                 

 Moreover, UPI or any payments interface is a two-sided market, and taxing two-sided markets 
is genuinely tricky. 

इ    अ    , UPI                                                                         
                       

 The MDR would nominally fall on merchants, as argued by the government, collected via 
banks and the National Payments Corporation of India‟s ecosystem. 

                अ     , MDR                                ,              National 

Payments Corporation of India                                                
 But whether that cost gets passed through to merchants, on to consumers, or absorbed by 

banks and payment service providers depends on competitive intensity on each side of the 
market. 

                                       ,                                                   

                                 ,                                                             
 Banks and fintechs compete for merchant relationships and cannot easily raise prices without 

losing volume to a rival offering free UPI acceptance. 

                                                                                            
              ,                           UPI                                   अ       -       
         

 The more likely outcome is that intermediaries — the banks and PSPs that built and maintain 
the plumbing — absorb the cost, which erodes their incentive to invest in reliability, fraud 
prevention and expansion into underserved segments. 

अ                                  —     औ  PSP,         इ                            
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                                  —                       ,                 ,            
            -                                                                  

 A tax that cannot be reliably passed through does not disappear; it most likely shows up later 
as degraded service or slower innovation. 

                                                          ,                   ; इ         

                                                             
 This is completely counterintuitive if government is proposing this tax as necessary to fund 

the next stage of UPI growth. 

          इ        UPI             अ                                          ,            
                   

Cost to inclusion 

                      

 Second, UPI has done real work on financial inclusion at the margin. 

     , UPI                                                    
 It has pulled informal transactions into a recorded, traceable digital trail — the very outcome 

that formalisation and tax-compliance advocates have wanted for years. 

इ    अ            -              औ                                                       — 

                                      -अ                       अ                  
 There have also been attempts to provide credit based on the digital trail created by electronic 

payments. 

इ                                                    ऋ                                    
 Every rupee that moves through UPI instead of cash is a rupee the financial institutions can 

eventually see and use to build a spending profile. 

             UPI                                                                           

                                इ                                      
 Charging the rail directly could undercut the incentive to use it, cutting against long-standing 

financial inclusion goals. 

                                                                                       

                                                         
 The government does not need to raise revenue from every rupee that moves electronically; it 

needs those rupees to keep moving electronically, because that is what delivers the inclusion 
and compliance dividends it has been chasing since 2016. 

         इ                                                                                 ; 
                                                                                 ,           
               2016                             औ                                  

 Ideally, which payment mode to adopt should be an economic decision for participating 
actors. 

          ,    -                अ         ,                          आ                
       

 Factors such as the size of the business, consumer preferences, and relative cost of using 
alternative payment systems should determine their usage. 

              ,                                                                     

                                                
 Deliberate policy intervention and the current government‟s war on cash tilted the scales in 

favour of UPI. 
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                                                                          अ         
          UPI                     

 Taxing it now — however nominal or small — could change its usage patterns, and 
policymakers should not be surprised if one outcome is reduced UPI usage. 

अ  इ              —                                          — इ                      
                   -                                       इ              UPI             
                       

 The proposal is being dressed up as a modest, targeted measure affecting only large-value 
transactions. 

इ                                                               ,                          -

                     
 But modest measures on payment rails have a way of expanding once the legal architecture 

exists. 

                                                                                             

                              
 Section 10A, once amended, does not expire when this particular MDR proposal is shelved. 

     10A,                              , इ        MDR                                     

              
 The better outcome is for the government to leave the payments system alone, let UPI‟s 

network effects keep compounding, and find its revenue elsewhere. 

                                                                 , UPI                    
                  अ               अ                   
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11A8.  Why does handloom remain a key part of India‘s economy? 

                                                        आ   ? 

 From the Swadeshi Movement‘s boycott of British textiles to Mahatma Gandhi‘s adoption of 

the spinning wheel as a symbol of self-reliance, weaving became an instrument of economic 
resistance and national identity. 

       आ                                                                                   
              अ        ,                                                      

 National Handloom Day, marked on August 7, commemorates the launch of the Swadeshi 
Movement in 1905 and honours generations of Indian weavers. 

                  ,    7                      , 1905           आ                             
                                                           

A legacy beyond craft 

                      

 Today‟s handloom sector is often viewed as a small artisanal activity — important culturally 

but peripheral economically. 

                    अ                                                  —              

                 ,                           
 Long before the Industrial Revolution transformed manufacturing in Europe, India‟s 

handlooms were among the world‟s greatest industrial enterprises. 

औ                                                          ,                                 
                           

 Indian textiles travelled across continents, powered global trade and established India‟s 
reputation as one of history‟s foremost manufacturing economies. 

                                 ,                                           इ              

         अ                                           
 Handloom was the backbone of India‟s manufacturing strength and one of the foundations of 

its global in•uence. 

                                                   in•uence                            
 The sector remains far more signi•cant than it is generally acknowledged. 

                                                 अ                         
 It provides livelihoods to more than 35 lakh weavers and allied workers across over 31 lakh 

households, with women constituting nearly 70% of the workforce. 
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   31                        35                    औ                                   
  ,                    70%                        

 It remains one of rural India‟s largest sources of non-farm employment while producing 
nearly 15% of the country‘s cloth despite relying largely on manual technology. 

                    -                                                               अ        

                                    15%                         
 Few manufacturing sectors create as many jobs with such modest capital investment. 

                     इ                          इ    अ                          
 While celebrated traditions continue to enjoy strong recognition, hundreds of lesser-known 

weaving traditions face gradual extinction. 

                       अ                          ,              -                       -     
                                        

 Younger generations are leaving the profession as returns diminish, markets remain 
fragmented and traditional skills are no longer transferred within families. 

             इ                                           ,                                      

     अ                                            
 Every disappearing weave represents not merely the loss of a product but the disappearance 

of centuries of accumulated knowledge, distinctive design vocabulary, and cultural identity. 

                                                                      ,                     

   ,                       औ                                              
 Therefore, protecting handloom heritage is not only an economic necessity but also our 

civilisational duty. 

इ    ,                                आ     आ              ,                    

              
 The government‟s recent policy and programme support seems to be making a di•erence. 

                       औ                                                         
 The National Handloom Development Programme has focused on skill development, 

design innovation, technology adoption, branding, and improved market access. 

National Handloom Development Programme              ,              ,           
      ,         औ                                           

 Greater integration with e-commerce platforms and expanding export opportunities have 
enabled many artisan clusters to reach consumers who were previously inaccessible. 

 -                      अ                        अ                  अ                    
                                       ,                                

 Several success stories illustrate what targeted intervention can achieve. 

                                                                   
 The revival of Tangaliya weaving in Gujarat, the transformation of Badturang village in 

Odisha‘s Sambalpur district and the growing popularity of Siddipet Gollabhama sarees 

demonstrate that traditional crafts can thrive when design, market access and institutional 
support converge. 

          Tangaliya                  ,          Sambalpur         Badturang         
           Siddipet Gollabhama                                                इ ,       
                                     ,                    -             

 It was more than just a fashion statement when Brad Pitt wore a handcrafted shirt in the 
traditional Tangaliya weave in the F1 •lm. 

   Brad Pitt    F1 •lm             Tangaliya weave                          ,            

                        अ        
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 The O•ce of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms, in collaboration with 
UNESCO, has initiated the identi•cation and documentation of India‟s languishing and 

endangered weaves. 

O•ce of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms    UNESCO                     
                                                                       

 This should be extended to every nook and corner of the country. 

इ                  औ                                   
 This aligns with Textiles Secretary Neelam Shami Rao‘s focus on promoting India‟s rich, 

Geographical Indication (GI)-tagged handloom and handicraft products and 

strengthening their presence in domestic and international markets. 

   Textiles Secretary Neelam Shami Rao                  Geographical Indication (GI)-

tagged handloom and handicraft products                            अ                    
                                  अ         

Making handloom aspirational 

          आ                

 The next phase of policy must shift from preservation to aspiration. 

        अ                             आ                                     
 For younger consumers, especially Gen Z, handloom must become contemporary, 

fashionable, and aspirational rather than merely traditional. 

              ,         Gen Z,                                    आ     ,         औ  
आ                      

 Celebrity ambassadors, collaborations with leading designers, limited-edition collections, 
digital storytelling, and partnerships with in•uencers can reposition India‟s weaves as 
premium lifestyle products. 

                ,                           ,      -           ,                    औ  
in•uencers                                                                           
                       

 The objective should not be to celebrate handloom because it is old, but because it 
represents craftsmanship, sustainability, and exclusivity. 

                      इ                                               ,      इ           

         ,       औ                                 
 Limited production should become a premium feature. 

                                                    
 India must also think beyond domestic markets. 

                                                 
 The world increasingly values authenticity, sustainability, and handcrafted luxury — all 

areas where Indian handlooms enjoy a natural competitive advantage. 

                 ,       औ                                                     —       
                                                                       

 Expanding exports, however, will require consistent quality standards, stronger branding, 
better GI protection, and vigilant action against cultural misappropriation. 

       ,                                            ,              ,       GI          
                                                         

Measuring the contribution 

          आ    
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 India should leverage its traditional weaves, which for some global markets are ancient 
imports, to build its soft power. 

        अ                                         अ                                  ,    
                                                              

 Unlike most manufacturing sectors, India‟s handloom economy is inadequately measured. 

अ                              ,                                                         
         

 Policymakers need reliable data on its contribution to GDP, exports, tax revenues, 
employment and household incomes. 

    -             GDP,       ,         ,        औ        आ     इ                      

                              
 Better measurement will enable better policy and allow the sector to be recognised for the 

economic value it already creates. 

                                             इ                                             
आ                                        

 Similarly, establishing a national platform through which States, producer organisations and 
cooperatives can exchange successful practices would accelerate innovation across the 
sector. 

इ       ,                        ,                    ,                                
                       -           ,                                       

 Handloom is not a relic of India‟s past; it is a strategic asset for its future. 

               अ       अ            ;                                    
 Few sectors simultaneously generate rural employment, empower women, preserve cultural 

heritage, promote sustainability, and strengthen India‟s global brand. 

                                             ,                         ,                  

                ,                        औ                                        
 As the country pursues the vision of Viksit Bharat, handloom deserves to be viewed as a 

serious economic sector. 

    -         Viksit Bharat                             ,                    आ                  
                 

 The measure of success will be how many looms remain active, pro•table, and capable of 
attracting the next generation of weavers 

                                           pro•table                                     
   आ                           

How did Google‘s AI satellite images raise safety concerns 

Google    AI                                              

 Anew AI feature launched by Google in late July remained active for around a day before it 
was pulled down by the company, amidst serious safety and misinformation concerns. 

         अ      Google                       AI                                              

               ,      इ                     औ                                          
 The launch of the feature and its quick rollback showed how easily even casual internet users 

broke past Google‟s enterprise-level safeguards in order to create deepfake satellite 
images, in spite of the risks they pose. 

इ                    इ                                          इ                         
Google            -                                                                    

              ,                                           
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11A8.  Russia‘s share in India‘s oil imports jumps to 48% in June 

                   आ                            48%     

 At a time when the U.S. looks all set to enact legislation to impose a tariff of up to 100% on 
India for its Russian oil imports, an analysis of the latest data shows Russia‟s share in India‟s 
oil imports rose to an all-time high of 48% in June 2026. 

                                                         100%                         

                                               ,                                               

2026                                             48%                                  
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 The U.S. Senate last week passed the bipartisan Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia 
and Iran Act of 2026 which seeks to levy tariffs of up to 100% on countries that continue to 

buy Russian oil and gas, and that were the largest purchasers of these products from Russia 
over the previous year. 

अ                                    Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act 

of 2026           ,                         100%                                    

                                          इ                                    
 India qualifies for tariffs under these criteria. 

इ                                       आ       
 The Bill still requires to be passed by the U.S. House of Representatives before it becomes 

law. 

                   इ            अ                                               
 An analysis by The Hindu of the latest data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 

shows that India significantly lowered its total crude oil imports in June 2026. 

The Hindu                                                                           

            2026    अ                    आ                        
 In terms of volume, June crude oil imports at 18.2 million metric tonnes (MMT) were down 

16.5% compared with May 2026, and were 13% lower than in June last year. 

                ,        18.2                 (MMT)                     2026             
16.5%                                    13%        

 However, elevated crude oil prices this year have meant that the oil import bill, while 22% 
lower in June 2026 than in May, was still 40% higher than in June of last year.  

       , इ                                                      2026                   22% 

                                            40%          
 While India drastically cut down on overall oil imports, its purchases from Russia bucked this 

trend. 

             अ            आ                  ,                      इ                       
 That is, India imported 8.7 MMT of Russian oil in June 2026, just 1% lower than in May, and 

25% higher than in June of last year. 

अ    ,             2026    8.7 MMT                     ,                        1%       
                          25%          

 As a result of this strategy, Russia‟s share in India‟s crude oil imports jumped to 48% in 
terms of quantity and 48.6% in terms of the value. 

इ                      ,                                                     आ       48% 

औ          आ       48.6%           
 Russia‟s share has been rising consistently every month since March and the outbreak of the 

war in West Asia. 

                                                                                          
 According to the U.S. Bill, the tariffs would apply on a country that was among the five largest 

importers of crude oil or natural gas from Russia during the 12 months preceding the date of 
the enactment of the Act, and that then continues to import oil or gas from Russia after 30 
days of the enactment. 

अ                 अ     ,                              अ                                        
12                                                                                        
अ                    30                                                    

 China and India are the top two importers of Russian oil and India‟s rising dependence on 

Russian oil shows it cannot quickly cut back on this source at a time when supplies through 
the Strait of Hormuz are still constrained. 

    औ                                                                                       
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   इ         अ                                      ,                                  
                अ                

 The premium Russia has charged India for its oil has been steadily declining, data shows, 
from $77.7 per tonne in April 2026 to $10.6 per tonne in June. 

         अ     ,                  अ                                                     ,    
अ    2026    77.7                            10.6                     

 Russia had been providing India a discount until as recently as February 2026. 

         2026                                             

Sanctions exposure 

                    आ            

 The Bill also specifies that tariffs could be imposed on countries that have helped Russia 
evade sanctions. 

                                                                                              
                         

 The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) told The Hindu that India has 
specifically taken measures to pre-empt any sanctions exposure. 

         औ                     (MoPNG)    The Hindu                                         
                                                                

 “It [sanctions exposure] was pre-empted through ship-to-ship transfer operations in 
international waters via the Red Sea route through Yanbu and Fujairah precisely so that a 
single choke point, or a single sanctions regime, could not halt India-bound cargo,” MoPNG 
said in a clarificatory note it had sent The Hindu in late July. 

MoPNG             अ      The Hindu                                      , “इ   [           
                        ] अ                       -  -                                , 
                                                                      ,                 -      
                                                        ” 

 It is unclear as of now whether India‟s actions would entail helping Russia evade sanctions. 

अ                                    इ                                                      
 Apart from Russia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) too saw its share in India‟s oil imports 

rise to historic highs. 

      अ    ,                   (UAE)                                                      
             

 India sourced 17.5% of its oil imports by volume from the UAE in June 2026 and 18% by 
value, the highest share for both so far. 

            2026    अ                17.5%         आ       औ  18%         आ       UAE 

            ,    अ                      अ                  
 Taken together, this means that Russia and the UAE together accounted for nearly two-

thirds of India‘s oil imports in June 2026, the highest-ever combined share enjoyed by any 

two countries. 

            , इ    अ             2026       औ  UAE                      आ              -
                     ,                               अ             अ                         

 The MoPNG, however, said that such concentration was not a matter of concern given Indian 
oil marketing companies stand ready to diversify quickly. 

       , MoPNG           इ                                       ,                        

                                                 
 “Indian refineries had spent a decade acquiring the logistical flexibility to switch between 

crude grades and shipping routes the moment disruption struck, which is the definition of a 
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diversification strategy, not its absence,” the note said. 

              , “                                                                     
         ,                                                                                    

                 ;                                   ,      इ    अ    ” 

 

 

11A8.  FOMO fuels Wall Street‘s 

breakout rally as traders pile in 

FOMO                              
    ,                                   
          

 Fear of missing out (FOMO) is driving 
a buying rush on Wall Street, with options 

market metrics ashing some of the most 
bullish signals in years. 

Fear of missing out (FOMO) Wall Street    
                                 ,      options 

market metrics                                 
                    •ashing            

 Easing tensions in the Middle East, 

falling oil prices and robust earnings reports 
have supported the market‟s climb to new 
highs, but some options-market measures 
suggest investors‟ FOMO has emerged as a 
distinct driver of the rally. 

Middle East                ,                 
                                         

ऊ   इ                              ,           

options-market measures                             FOMO इ                            

              
 “There are several factors, but FOMO is a part of it,” said Mark Hackett, chief market 

strategist at Nationwide. 

Nationwide    chief market strategist Mark Hackett       , “          ,       FOMO      
            ” 

 “Most of the core tenets of the bear thesis have broken down, and being short on an 

absolute or relative basis is a risk that many are unwilling to take,” Hackett said. 

Hackett       , “Bear thesis    अ                                  absolute    relative 

basis    short position                                                          ” 
 Before a 5.8% jump logged by the S&P 500 in the four sessions through August 4, the 

benchmark index had traded within a 5.7% range for about three months — far narrower than 
the average 12.5% range for rolling three-month periods since 2006. 

August 4                           S&P 500                 5.8%             , benchmark 

index                   5.7% range                             —    2006    rolling three-

month periods        12.5% range                             
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 The index‟s sharp gain came into even starker relief following a bruising sello• in AI (arti•cial 
intelligence) shares late in July. 

         अ      AI (arti•cial intelligence) shares                            index            

      अ                         
 For years, investors have been rewarded for buying every market dip. 

                     market dip                                      
 That‟s showing up again, with various gauges of investors‟ enthusiasm for upside wagers 

perking up. 

अ                        ,       upside wagers                                              

                         
 The one-month average daily ratio of calls to puts on the S&P 500 has risen to 0.9, 

among the most bullish readings in at least four years, according to a Reutersanalysis of 
Trade Alertdata. 

Trade Alertdata    Reutersanalysis    अ     , S&P 500    calls-to-puts    one-month 

average daily ratio      0.9          ,      -  -                                               
 Ameasure of short-term S&P 500 call skew — a gauge of how much extra investors are 

willing to pay for bets on a fast, sharp rally in stocks, relative to bets on a decline — last week 
soared to atwo-year high, according to Susquehanna Financial Group analysis. 

short-term S&P 500 call skew           —                                                  
                                                              अ                             — 

                                          ,     Susquehanna Financial Group               
         

 Another sign of the market‟s overheated conditions comes from the Bullish Percent Index, 

a market-breadth indicator that tracks the percentage of S&P 500 stocks trading in bullish 
technical patterns. 

         overheated conditions       अ         Bullish Percent Index            ,       

market-breadth indicator          S&P 500 stocks                                          
                            

 The measure rose above the 70% mark, pointing to overbought conditions, according to 
Adam Turnquist, chief technical strategist at LPL Financial. 

LPL Financial    chief technical strategist Adam Turnquist    अ     ,           70%        
   ऊ          ,    overbought conditions                      

Speculative enthusiasm 

              

 Taken together, these indicators highlight how much markets have been driven lately by 
momentum and speculative enthusiasm rather than by fundamentals. 

             ,                                     fundamentals         momentum and 

speculative enthusiasm          अ                    
 “FOMO never left. It just wasn‘t in the forefront of the market,” said Steve Sosnick, chief 

strategist at Interactive Brokers, who sees investors‟ impulse to reach for further upside as a 
form of insurance against being left behind by the market rally. 

Interactive Brokers    chief strategist Steve Sosnick       , “FOMO                        

                          ”                                   अ                               

                                                                                       
 “There are plenty of institutional investors who are more concerned with missing a rally 

than they are about the market going down,” Sosnick said. 
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Sosnick       , “            institutional investors                                              
                 अ              ” 
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11A8. Scientists turn to sharks for 

hurricane predictions 

                                  

                        

 From the killer shark of Jaws to the 
tornado-tossed predators of the Sharknado 

movies, films long have portrayed sharks as 
objects of summer fear. 

Jaws                        Sharknado 

                                         , 

                                             
                             

 But when a shark cuts through the 
waters off the U.S. East Coast, it now may 

be doing more than hunting. 

                                             

              ,    अ                        
     अ                            

 It may also be gathering data that 
helps scientists understand the potential 
intensity of a hurricane before it makes 

landfall. 

                                     ,    
                                            
                                           

 University of Delaware researchers 

are testing whether sharks can serve as 
mobile near-real-time ocean-data observers, 
carrying sensors that measure ocean 
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conditions to inform climate, oceanographic, and 
atmospheric models. 

                                                
                   इ      -       -    

                                                , 
                                                 
                 ,     -                     

                               
 These CTD tags are small electronic devices that 

measure ocean electrical conductivity — a metric 
closely related to salinity — as well as 

temperature and depth, as marine creatures to 
which they are attached swim and dive. 

   CTD          इ                 ,            
                 —                           
                     —       -              
                    ,                      इ                 ,                            

 “Animal-borne sensors have been used successfully by oceanographers for years, particularly 
on elephant seals in polar regions where scientific observations are scarce,” said Aaron 

Carlisle, principal investigator and a professor in the university‟s School of Marine Science 
and Policy. 

“   -आ                   -                                                       ,          

                            ,              

अ                      ,”                
     ऑ         इ                      अ      

          Aaron Carlisle         
 Sharks offer a new opportunity in such 

research because they are abundant, widely 
distributed and easier to access than many 
protected marine mammals, he said. 

                   इ          अ              

    अ                ,                  , 

                                                                                      
 Until now, shark tagging typically has tracked only where these fish travel and the habitats 

they use. 

अ    ,                                                                                  
                                             

 The University of Delaware researchers select sharks that can collect the measurements 
most useful for hurricane research, and favor species that surface often enough for their 

tags to transmit the information to satellites. 

                                                                                             
                                                        इ                              
                                  

 Previous analyses identified shortfin mako sharks, blue sharks, smooth hammerheads 
and juvenile great white sharks as strong candidates for such research in the North 

Atlantic. 

                                   ,         ,              औ                              
अ           इ          अ                                                        
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 “We are really most interested in the heat content of the top layer of the ocean, which is 
known as the mixed layer,” Dr. Carlisle said. 

“                       ऊ           ऊ                 अ               ,                

(mixed layer)                      ,”   . Carlisle         
 “This is the part of the water column that really drives hurricane intensity — warmer mixed 

layer equals stronger hurricane — as it holds the heat that feeds hurricanes,” he added. 

“     -                                                                 —                

                                  —       इ       ऊ                               ऊ    
            ,”             

 The tagging process begins in early May, when highly migratory species move closer to the 
coast from their winter habitats further out in the Atlantic, according to Caroline Wiernicki, a 
University of Delaware doctoral candidate in marine science. 

                                                      Caroline Wiernicki    अ     ,           
                                   ,    अ                     अ                    अ    
                                        

 Researchers head 50 to 65 km offshore aboard a research vessel, deploy baited lines and 
wait, two to three hours, for a shark to take the bait, Ms. Wiernicki said. 

     Wiernicki                      अ                               50    65                 , 
                                                                                        

 “The tags are attached to the dorsal fin. Then every time the shark fins (swims) at the 
surface, the tag can communicate and transmit data to the orbiting network of satellite 
receivers,” Dr. Carlisle said. 

“       ठ       (dorsal fin)                  इ                                  ,           
                                                                                   ,”   . 
Carlisle         

 The tagging process itself is operated “like a pit crew” in an auto race, he said, and usually 

takes less than five minutes. 

                                      ऑ                                              इ    
                                         

 The tagging is carried out under institutional animal care oversight to minimise impact on 

the sharks. 

                                                                                    अ      

            
 The tags are attached using materials designed to corrode and fall off over time. 

                                        ,                                               

    इ               

 Each shark also undergoes a health check before release, as a stressed or harmed shark 

may not behave naturally, potentially biasing the data, Dr. Carlisle said. 

  . Carlisle                                                                     ,       

                                                 ,                                     
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11A8. Quiz 
1. Dead stars with ultra-powerful magnetic fields 

 A neutron star is the extremely dense remnant left after the core of a massive star collapses, 
generally in association with a supernova explosion. 

 However, the clue specifically says ―ultra-powerful magnetic fields,‖ so the more precise 
answer is magnetar, rather than neutron star generally. 

 A magnetar is a special type of neutron star possessing extraordinarily intense magnetic 

fields. 

 NASA describes magnetars as neutron stars with the most powerful known magnetic 
fields in the universe. 

 Their magnetic fields can be roughly a thousand times stronger than those of typical 
neutron stars. 

 Magnetic stresses can fracture their crust, producing powerful X-ray and gamma-ray 

outbursts. 

Therefore: ―Neutron star‖ is broadly correct, but ―Magnetar‖ is the scientifically precise 

answer. 

2. Star type formed when neutron stars collapse without becoming black holes 

 A quark star is a hypothetical compact star proposed in some models of extremely dense 
matter. 

 In an ordinary neutron star, enormous pressure compresses matter to densities where 
neutrons dominate its interior. 

 Under still more extreme conditions, theories suggest neutrons could break down into their 
constituent quarks, potentially producing quark matter. 

 A compact object dominated by such matter is commonly described as a quark star. 

 However, quark stars have not been conclusively observed, and their existence remains 
theoretical. 

 Therefore, it is too definite to state that neutron stars simply “collapse into quark stars” if they 
do not become black holes. 

 For examination purposes, remember: Quark Star = hypothetical ultra-dense compact 

star composed substantially of quark matter. 

Hence, the quiz answer should be treated as a theoretical possibility, not an established stage 

of stellar evolution. 
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3. Co-predictor of red giant stars with neutron-star cores 

 Kip Thorne and astrophysicist Anna Żytkow investigated whether a neutron star could exist 
inside another large star. 

 In 1975, they predicted an unusual stellar object consisting essentially of a neutron-star core 
inside a red supergiant. 

 Such hypothetical stars became known as Thorne–Żytkow Objects (TŻOs), after the two 

scientists. 

 Their models predicted that these objects should exhibit unusual chemical abundances, 

potentially helping astronomers identify them observationally. 
 The object HV 2112 in the Small Magellanic Cloud was later investigated as a possible 

candidate, although identifying TŻOs observationally remains challenging. 

 Thus, Kip Thorne is correct, but remember his co-predictor: Anna Żytkow. 

Exam Fact: Thorne–Żytkow Object = Red supergiant containing a neutron-star core. 

4. Unusually younger, hotter stars in old star clusters 

 Blue stragglers are unusual stars found particularly in populations such as old star 
clusters. 

 They appear hotter, bluer and younger than surrounding stars that should have 

approximately the same age. 

 Their apparent youth means they seem to “straggle” behind the normal ageing or evolutionary 
sequence of their stellar population. 

 NASA observations indicate that some blue stragglers may form through stellar collisions or 
mergers. 

 Another important mechanism involves binary systems, where one star receives material 

from its companion. 

 The additional material can supply fresh hydrogen and increase the star's mass, allowing it to 
burn hotter and bluer. 

 Thus, they appear rejuvenated despite belonging to an old stellar population. 

Exam Fact: Blue Stragglers = apparently young, hot and blue stars within otherwise old stellar 

populations. 

5. Stars accelerated by their own supernovae 

 The expression ―zombie star‖ is informal and does not simply mean any star accelerated 
by its supernova. 

 NASA uses the term particularly for a white dwarf that survives an incomplete or 
unusually weak thermonuclear supernova, such as a Type Iax supernova. 

 Unlike an ordinary Type Ia event that is expected to destroy the exploding white dwarf, a Type 
Iax explosion may leave a battered surviving white-dwarf remnant. 

 Some surviving remnants can receive substantial velocities from the asymmetric explosion 
and travel rapidly through the Galaxy. 

 NASA has discussed LP 40-365 as a possible surviving remnant of a past supernova. 

 Therefore, “zombie star” primarily describes a surviving stellar remnant, not merely a 

supernova-accelerated star. 

Exam Fact: Zombie Star = informal term for a stellar remnant, particularly a white dwarf 
surviving a partial supernova explosion. 

6. Hollywood actress who helped develop a system for radio-guided torpedoes 

 Hedy Lamarr, famous as a Hollywood actress, was also an inventor who collaborated with 
composer George Antheil during the Second World War. 
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 They devised a frequency-hopping communication system intended to make radio-
controlled torpedoes more resistant to detection, interference and enemy jamming. 

 Instead of transmitting continuously on one frequency, their system switched rapidly among 
different radio frequencies in a synchronized pattern. 

 Lamarr and Antheil received U.S. Patent No. 2,292,387 for their “Secret Communication 
System” in 1942. 

 Smithsonian records date the patent to 11 August 1942. 

 Their frequency-hopping concept later became an important development in the history of 
secure and spread-spectrum wireless communications. 

 Important correction: Saying that they simply ―donated the patent to the U.S. Navy‖ is an 

oversimplification. The U.S. Navy initially did not adopt their proposed system; later 

frequency-hopping concepts found military applications. 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
11A8. How did Google‘s AI satellite images raise safety concerns? 

Google    AI                                                    ? 

 Google rolled back its AI image-generation feature in Google Earth within a day after users 
created satellite deepfakes that appeared to show violence, disasters, and other policy 

violations; the feature raised concerns over the misuse of fake satellite imagery for 
misinformation and scams. 
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                                                       ,            ,           अ          

                    , Google                   Google Earth         AI     -               
            ; इ                    औ                           इ  इ                         
                  

 A new AI feature launched by Google in late July remained active for around a day before it 
was pulled down by the company, amidst serious safety and misinformation concerns. 

          अ      Google                            AI                             , 
                      औ                                           इ             

 The launch of the feature and its quick rollback showed how easily even casual internet users 
broke past Google‟s enterprise-level safeguards in order to create deepfake satellite 
images, in spite of the risks they pose. 

 इ                  इ                                      इ                           

       इ                                                      Google            -            
                                   

What was the AI feature launched by Google? 

Google                     AI            ? 

 Put simply, users could open Google Earth — the company‟s immersive satellite map of the 
planet — in order to zoom into a place, choose the ―create image‖ option, and type whatever 

they wanted to see built on top of the original imagery. 

            ,           Google Earth —                   इ            इ      —          
                           , ―create image‖                          इ         ऊ          

                             ,       इ              
 On July 30, Google Earth‟s Product Manager Bryan Horowitz shared a blog post that invited 

users to ―transform any place,‖ with AI, the process powered by the company‟s image 
generation Nano Banana technology. 

 30          Google Earth    Product Manager Bryan Horowitz                          , 
                     AI             ―transform any place‖                              
                  इ           Nano Banana technology                   

 Google suggested several wholesome use cases for the feature, such as re-imagining (not 
visualising) how modern-day landmarks looked in ancient times, as well as generating 
mock-ups of completed real estate projects, creating educational infographics, and giving 
real-life locations a fantasy feel. 

 Google    इ                                 ,                         (                

         )    आ                                           ,                                

                 -अ            ,                                                    

                
 Teachers, architects, and urban planners were invited to get creative with the prompts, and 

Google shared examples as well. 

      ,           औ                                                                      
       Google    इ                        

Why was the AI feature taken down? 

AI                      ? 

 On July 31, the company posted an update to its launch blog post, confirming that the AI 
feature in Google Earth had been rolled back over possible policy violations by others. 
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 31                   अ                         अ              ,                      अ   

                                          Google Earth    AI                              
 “We know that people uniquely trust Google Earth for a reliable view of the world. 

 “                                                                   Google Earth          
         

 We‟ve seen geospatial professionals using this feature for a range of useful purposes, 

however we‟ve also seen people sharing screenshots of generated imagery that appear to 
violate our policies. 

        -               (geospatial professionals)    इ                                   

इ                   ,                                  इ                                      
                                                     

 So we‟re rolling back this feature in Google Earth while we work on implementing stronger 
guardrails,” stated the update, adding, “It‟s important to note that generated images didn‟t 
appear in the main Google Earth experience for others to see and were watermarked as AI 
generated.” 

 इ        Google Earth    इ                        ,                                
(stronger guardrails)                              ,” अ                               , “   

                                     इ                               Google Earth अ        
                             AI generated                        ” 

 While the official notice did not blame specific parties or provide examples of the offending 
images, the social media platform X (formerly Twitter) showed satellite deepfake 
screenshots that depicted terrorist attacks, human crises, industrial accidents, 
environmental 

                                                                                  इ       
             ,                            X (        Twitter)              इ                 

         ,       आ            ,            , औ                ,           

 destruction, and more. 

       औ                           
 Some of these images were generated by casual users who managed to access the feature, 

while others were the result of safety tests run by researchers. 

 इ           इ                                            ,    इ                            , 
     अ   इ                                                       

 The deepfakes ranged in quality from unrealistically violent to highly natural, sparking 
experts‟ concern. 

 इ                                                                    ,                  
                

 Many users online criticised Google over the rollout of the feature, claiming that the potential 
for misuse of AI in satellite images far outweighed any benefits such a feature could have. 

 ऑ   इ                    इ                           Google    आ                 
              इ  इ       AI                       इ                                               
अ        

 Others questioned why the enterprise-level safeguards were so weak and easy to bypass 

when creating satellite image deepfakes that depicted violence. 

 अ                                                 इ  इ                             -      

           इ                                                

What are the risks of fake AI satellite images? 

     AI                              ? 
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 Google defended its feature by highlighting that the AI-generated images did not appear as 
part of the public Google Earth experience. 

 Google    अ                          इ                     AI                             

Google Earth अ                                            
 Even so, there are risks in allowing casual users to create AI satellite deepfakes for 

personal, commercial, or entertainment value. 

       ,                              ,                                   AI          

                अ                        
 Watermarks can be easily cropped out of such media, and the average user may lack the 

time and knowledge to further investigate a suspicious-looking satellite image — especially if 
it is presented in a short-form news video that is shared on social media and designed to go 
viral. 

                           आ                              ,                               

                        इ  इ                                                             — 

              ,                                                                         -
                                       

 Satellite image deepfakes could also be used to run real estate scams by changing land or 

geographic details, to the buyer‟s detriment. 

                                       इ  इ                                              
                      ,                                    

 Furthermore, these images would not be appropriate to use in serious academic projects or 
scholarly works. 

 इ    अ      , इ  इ                                                                     

           
 At a higher level, satellite image deepfakes could be created to spread harmful 

misinformation about ongoing conflicts, humanitarian tragedies, or even natural disasters. 

             ,           ,                                                                 

                              इ  इ                            
 This is not a hypothetical danger; during the Iran war in February and March this year, the 

Tehran Times account on X shared an AI image that appeared to show the aftermath of 
bombing a U.S. target. 

                            ;              औ                            , X    Tehran Times    
अ            AI इ           ,                                     अ                        
                          

 This was made with older satellite images, which helped researchers classify it as a fake. 

 इ                                                  ,                    इ                 
                         

 Furthermore, satellite images themselves are not a perfect source of evidence. 

 इ    अ      ,                                                            
 Multiple regions across the world have not been accurately updated over time, either due to 

inaccessibility or security regulations that prevent detailed street-level mapping. 

                                               अ                     ,                        

                               ,               -                         
 India and Israel are examples of such countries. 

      औ                                
 To integrate high-quality AI deepfake generation features into these still fallible yet 

necessary resources adds yet more layers of risk. 
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 इ  अ              ,                           -            AI                        
                        अ                   

 The rollback of AI image generation in Google Earth shows that the world‟s largest internet 

company is still not ready to address these basic risks. 

 Google Earth    AI                                                               इ       

      अ      इ                                                  
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11A8. India‘s rst privately-built FFSC rocket engine signals new dawn in space 
ight 

                               FFSC                                                   

 The story so far: A Benga luru-based space •rm, As trobase Space Technolo gies, on 
August 7 unveiled India‟s •rst privately-built 800 kN Full-Flow Staged Combustion (FFSC) 
LOX Methane rocket engine named EVEREST. 

अ             : Benga luru-based space •rm, As trobase Space Technolo gies    7 

अ                                      800 kN Full-Flow Staged Combustion (FFSC) LOX 

Methane rocket engine    अ          ,           EVEREST             
 This makes India the fourth nation to have FFSC engine technology after Russia, USA and 

China. 

इ             Russia, USA औ  China        FFSC engine technology                   
                    

High thrust 

          

 The FFSC rocket engines are very powerful engines where the propellant •ows from the 
tank or the source to the rocket engine‟s combustion chamber. 

FFSC rocket engines अ              इ           ,                                 इ       
combustion chamber                    

 Staged combustion ref ers to combustion taking place in two stages whe rein the fuel •ows 
into the rocket engine from one side and the oxidiser from the other side. 

Staged combustion                                      ,                          इ       
                  oxidiser                           

 In the case of a staged combustion, the engine fuel is injected in relatively small quantities 
while oxi diser is on the higher side. 

Staged combustion             इ        अ                   इ                  ,      

oxidiser         अ             
 The fuel and oxidiser which is burnt and gases generated out of it are used for turning the 

turbines connected to the pump. 

               oxidiser                                    turbines                            
    

 The gases generated are not left to the atmosphere but put back into the rock et combustion 
chamber ensuring that the propel lant is utilised and not wasted. 

                                        ,                rocket combustion chamber        

            ,                                                                  

Key di•erentiator 

              

 FFSC engines are one of the most advanced liquid rocket engine architec tures. 

FFSC engines           liquid rocket engine architectures              
 Neeraj Khandelwal, co-founder and Chief Exec utive O•cer of Astrobase, told The Hinduthat 

unlike conventional rocket en gines —where only a por tion of the propellants is used to drive 
the turbo pumps— the FFSC engine routes both the fuel and the oxidiser through sepa rate 
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pre-burners before they enter the main com bustion chamber. 

Neeraj Khandelwal, Astrobase    co-founder    Chief Exec utive O•cer,    The Hinduthat    
         conventional rocket engines           —                                       

turbo pumps                              — FFSC engine        oxidiser              

combustion chamber                      अ  -अ   pre-burners                         
    

 “This allows the turbo pumps to operate more ef •ciently while ensuring that all of the 

propellants ultimately contribute to generating thrust. 

“   turbo pumps    अ                              अ                                     
             अ     thrust                          

 The architecture o•ers several long-term advan tages. 

   architecture                                
 It enables high pro pulsion e•ciency, sup ports precise throttle control and is well suited for 

reusable launch sys tems. 

       propulsion efficiency            ,      throttle control                     
reusable launch systems                   

 When paired with LOX Methane propellants, it al so bene•ts from cleaner combustion, which 

can simplify refurbishment and support faster turna round between missions,” he said. 

   इ   LOX Methane propellants                    ,    इ                               , 
   refurbishment                                        turnaround                     ,” 
            

FFSC‘s importance 

FFSC         

 While the FFSC cycle is sig ni•cantly more complex to design and develop than conventional 

engine cy cles, it is widely regarded as an architecture that can support reliable, high-per 
formance and reusable launch vehicles, said Mr. Khandelwal, who founded Astrobase 
Space Technolo gies in 2024 with former IS RO (Indian Space Research Organisation) 
scientist De vakumar Thammisetty. 

Mr. Khandelwal,         2024         IS RO (Indian Space Research Organisation) scientist 

De vakumar Thammisetty        Astrobase Space Technolo gies                ,        
         FFSC cycle    conventional engine cycles                 इ                 
     अ           ,        इ                   architecture                         ,    -

              reusable launch vehicles                      
 “At Astrobase, we see this as an important tech nology for building indige nous launch 

capability and strengthening India‟s long term access to space,” he said. 

          , “Astrobase       इ   indigenous launch capability                अ         

                                                                                 ” 

In rocket science 

               

 FFSC engines are considered to be very challenging tech nology which is more e• cient over 
conventional en gines. 

FFSC engines    अ                                  ,    conventional engines             
अ             



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
0 

 However they are very complex to develop and execute. 

       , इ                                  अ              

First in India 

            

 Globally only three com mercial companies have successfully developed high thrust FFSC 
engines, which are SpaceX and Stoke Space, both from the United States of America, and 
Land Space from Chi na. 

                                                        thrust      FFSC engines 

             ,       SpaceX औ  Stoke Space,      United States of America   ,     Land 

Space Chi na        
 Of these only SpaceX‘s Raptor is the only opera tional FFSC engine as of now. 

इ                   SpaceX‘s Raptor    operational FFSC engine     
 The Bengaluru-based space company is the •rst Indian entity to develop this engine and the 

fourth globally. 

Bengaluru         अ            इ  इ                                         औ       

            इ        
 Besides this is the •rst time an Indian company has built a LOX-Methane high thrust engine 

which bats for cleaner next-gen eration launch systems. 

इ    अ    ,                                        LOX-Methane high thrust engine       
  ,    अ         next-generation launch systems              

Reusable vehicles 

   :            

 This development also un locks reusable launch cap abilities up to 30 tonne to low earth 
orbit and a possi ble medium lift platform for launching commercial and strategic missions for 

the Indian Government and from abroad. 

         low earth orbit    30 tonne    reusable launch capabilities                   
                              commercial    strategic missions                         

medium lift platform                   
 The EVEREST has been built using advanced manufac turing, including India‟s largest 

industrial 3D printer. 

EVEREST                                                   ,                        
        3D printer              

Test •ight 

           

 The development of the engine started in 2024 and two years later the compa ny unveiled the 
800 kN FFSC rocket engine at its fa cility in the outskirts of Bengaluru. 

इ             2024                                   Bengaluru                 अ              
800 kN FFSC rocket engine    अ            

 Subsystems of the engine have so far been tested. 

अ     इ       subsystems                           
 Fully integrated testing including the engine hot •re campaign is planned to start in next few 

months at its test facility Anantapur in Andhra Pradesh. 
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इ       hot •re campaign                              अ                 Anantapur in 

Andhra Pradesh      इ                                          
 The •rst •ight is targeted for December 2028. 

     flight        December 2028             

Path ahead 

आ          

 The company said that it plans to manufacture and test around 20 engines be fore its •rst 

orbital •ight. 

                   अ         orbital flight              20 engines                    

                          
 Currently, it has esta blished a capacity to build six to eight engines per an num which will 

be scaled up to build 60 engines per annum. 

                             आठ engines                           ,                    60 

engines                         
 The company has been selected under the Indian National Space Promotion and 

Authorisation Centre‘s (IN-SPACe) Technology Adoption Fund for the de velopment of 

this FFSC rocket engine. 

इ  FFSC rocket engine                              Indian National Space Promotion 

and Authorisation Centre‘s (IN-SPACe) Technology Adoption Fund                     
 IN–SPACe is a single-window autono mous agency under the Department of Space. 

IN–SPACe Department of Space    अ       single-window autonomous agency     
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11A8 Agasthyamalai eviction orders still silence Forest Rights Act 

                       आ                                             
 

 
A six-month-old Indian vulture (Gyps indicus) being 
released at the Sri Ramadevarabetta Vulture Sanctuary 
in Ramanagara, Karnataka. The 
The vulture had been rescued and treated by the People 
for Animals (PfA) Wildlife Hospital in coordination with 
the Forest Department. 
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11A8. Agasthyamalai eviction 

orders still silence Forest 
Rights Act 

                       आ       

                            

          

 Angry outbursts and tears of 
desperation swept the hillsides in the 
Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve 
(ABR), particularly in Theni. 

                  आ         (ABR) 

          ,             ,             
                                

 In the last few weeks, the Forest 
Department has issued eviction notices 

to thousands of households on the Tamil 
Nadu side alleging they had encroached 
on forest land. 

                   ,                      
                                    

                                         

                                  
 Based on the findings and 

recommendations of the Central 
Empowered Committee (CEC), the 
Supreme Court directed a time-bound 

encroachment eviction plan, rehabilitation 
where applicable, legal action against 
wilful violators, and post-eviction 
ecological restoration. 

                       (CEC)                                 ,                  
       अ     -            ,                          ,                              
                                                                           

 It also imposed additional penalties against 118 government servants found to be 

encroachers, and ordered the dismantling of all structures, utilities, logistical facilities, etc. 
within encroached forest areas. 

इ    अ                 118                           अ                        अ       

                            ,           ,                                             
 Finally, the Bench prohibited the diversion of forest land or the start of new non-forest 

activities within the ABR until all encroachments had been removed. 

अ    ,            अ                   ABR                                               

   -                                     
 Likewise, it granted immunity from prosecution to all forest, police, revenue, and other officials 

involved in surveying, demarcating, and removing encroachments as part of this exercise 
except in cases involving mala fide or arbitrary action. 

इ       ,            इ                    ,            अ                           , 
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     ,                            अ                     ,                         
                                         

 Significantly, the court directed the CEC to recommend the deployment of paramilitary 
forces if the Tamil Nadu government failed to comply with the court‟s directions. 

              ,                                                                  अ       

                    ,    CEC                                        
 The State is also to decide on the utilisation, retention, relocation or removal of all 

infrastructure and other establishments belonging to the Bombay Burmah Trading 
Corporation, Ltd. (BBTCL) in the Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, in consultation 

with the CEC. 

        CEC                   -                          Bombay Burmah Trading 

Corporation, Ltd. (BBTCL)                अ             अ                    ,      , 

                                                 

Historical injustice 

               

 Parliament enacted the Forest Rights Act (FRA) in 2006 to undo the historical injustice 

suffered by forest dwellers. 

                          (FRA)    2006                                                 
            अ                  

 It recognised and vested forest rights on forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other 
traditional forest dwellers who had occupied forest land before December 13, 2005. 

इ                                   अ                           अ                    
                  ,         13       , 2005                                  

 The FRA provided for a transparent process for these individuals to claim their individual 
and community rights, to be verified and approved by gram sabhas. 

FRA    इ                 अ            औ                                                
                    ,                 अ                                     

 Six-member sub-division- and district-level committees — with representatives from the 
Revenue, Tribal, and Forest Departments and the elected members of panchayats — have 

to examine the claims and issue titles. 

  -         -     औ      -                 —            ,         औ               
                                                   —                                    -   

                   
 Those forest land occupations that didn‟t fall within the FRA‘s scope could then become the 

actual encroachment. 

                   ,    FRA                        ,             अ                       
 But over the years, State governments, the CEC, the Forest Departments, and even the 

Supreme Court have ignored this basic legal fact. 

                        , CEC,           औ                              इ                  
       अ             

 Despite the FRA having operated for two decades, no official has asked for data on forest 
land occupation falling outside the FRA‟s scope nor has such information been presented to 
the public — making the data presented on encroachment and encroachers in any forum 
suspect. 

FRA                                  ,      अ          FRA                                   

                                                                                   —       
               अ         अ                                                      
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 In fact, in the recent hearings, the Supreme Court should have hauled up the recalcitrant 
State governments for poor FRA implementation. 

        ,             इ                                            FRA                  

                                
 The Tribal Department, which is the nodal department to implement the Act, has also been 

problematically silent over these infirmities. 

             ,    इ  अ                                       ,    इ           
                           

 The FRA also prohibits authorities from evicting people who have allegedly encroached on 
forest land “till the recognition and verification procedure is complete”. 

FRA अ                                                ,                              
अ                     , ―             औ                                   ‖  

 Violating these forest rights has been described as an atrocity under the SC/ST (Prevention 
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, since 2016. 

2016    इ     अ                 SC/ST (              )        , 1989           

                                    
 Yet courts and officials have continued to breach this principle. 

                                इ                                 
 Nowhere does the FRA produce a requirement that other traditional forest dwellers have to 

have occupied the land they are claiming for three generations (75 years) before 2005. 

FRA                                                 अ                                    
अ                ,       2005                    (75    )                          

 Nor does the Act prohibit commercial activities on all forest lands or cultivating commercial 

crops there. 

        अ                                                                            
                 

 In fact, the FRA defines ―bona fide livelihood needs‖ to include the “sale of surplus produce 

arising out of exercise of such rights”. 

        , FRA ―        आ       आ        ‖    ―                                       

       ‖                      
 It also explicitly permits grazing on all forest lands. 

                                       अ                  
 Yet the administration and the judiciary have hampered the FRA‘s implementation on these 

dubious grounds. 

             औ                इ                  FRA                                  

CEC‘s Findings 

CEC           

 The ABR spans 3,500 sq. km across Kerala (including parts of Pathanamthitta, Kollam, 
Idukki, and Thiruvananthapuram) and Tamil Nadu (Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, Tenkasi, Theni, 

and Dindigul). 

ABR           3,500                      (      Pathanamthitta, Kollam, Idukki    
Thiruvananthapuram                    )              (Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, Tenkasi, 

Theni    Dindigul)        
 It also covers protected areas as Kalakad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, the Srivilliputhur-

Megamalai Tiger Reserve, the Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary, and the Kanyakumari Wildlife 
Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu. 

इ                Kalakad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger 
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Reserve, Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary    Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary                    
          

 In Kerala, it includes the Periyar Tiger Reserve and the Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary. 

        इ    Periyar Tiger Reserve    Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary           
 In March 2025, the Supreme Court directed the CEC to conduct an extensive survey of the 

entire Agasthyamalai landscape and report within three months on non-forestry activities in 
violation of the Forest Conservation Act 1980 and the Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972. 

     2025                     CEC         Agasthyamalai landscape                     
   Forest Conservation Act 1980     Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972                    
       -                                                                       

 Based on inputs from the Forest Departments, •eld visits besides, and the previous Madras 
High Court orders pertaining to Megamalai, the CEC submitted its interim report on July 10, 
2025, and the •nal report on January 16, 2026. 

Forest Departments                , •eld visits    अ      ,     Megamalai                 
Madras High Court                  CEC    अ    अ             July 10, 2025       •nal 

report January 16, 2026              
 The Court‟s latest directions were based on the contents of these reports. 

                        इ                -                   
 Five of its Findings follow: 

                             : 
 (i) Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve: Around 4,595 individuals encroached 5,071.2 

ha across Varusanadu, Megamalai, Gandamanur, and Chinnamanur, per 2020 records. 

(i) Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve: 2020    अ          अ     ,      4,595 

           Varusanadu, Megamalai, Gandamanur    Chinnamanur    5,071.2                 
अ               

 The Theni district magistrate reported 4,601 encroachers had occupied 5,072.6 ha. 

Theni district magistrate             4,601                 5,072.6                      
            

 The CEC also recorded 118 serving or retired government employees had encroached 15 
ha. 

CEC                      118                                         15                 
अ               

 (ii) Kalakad- Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve: Of the 3,388.6 ha of land leased to BBTCL — 
of the Wadia Group — roughly 3,300 ha had been handed over to the Forest Department 
in May 2025. 

(ii) Kalakad- Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve: BBTCL — of the Wadia Group —               
   3,388.6                         3,300              May 2025    Forest Department        

          
 The remaining 89.6 ha housed factories, o•ces, schools, common places with shops, weigh 

bridges, etc. 

    89.6                        , o•ces,        ,                        , weigh bridges     

         
 Their dismantling was to be completed shortly. 

                                             
 Another 10.1 hectares had been occupied by 99 families of workers involved in building the 

Papanasam Upper and Lower Dams in 1942. 

अ   10.1                 1942    Papanasam Upper and Lower Dams                    99 
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 (iii) Kanniyakumari Forest Division: Some 427.4 ha had been encroached by 553 
persons, of which 237 ha by 47 persons was involved in court cases. 

(iii) Kanniyakumari Forest Division:      427.4                 553            अ      

       ,          47                       237                                           
 (iv) Periyar Tiger Reserve: About 700 non-tribal inhabitants have lived on tea estates in 

core areas since the early 20th century. 

(iv) Periyar Tiger Reserve:      700    -आ              20                                   
                              

 (v) Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary: 1.3 ha had been occupied by tribal people in 
Kattilappara and Rosemala settlements. 

(v) Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary: Kattilappara and Rosemala settlements    1.3         
                                        

Petitions dismissed 

               

 The apex court‟s new orders relate to appeals against the Madras High Court order denying 
the petitioners‟ claims about implementing FRA in Manjolai tea estate and rehabilitating 

evicted estate workers. 

                        Madras High Court                     अ                  ,       
Manjolai tea estate    FRA                                                         
                        अ                       

 The court subsequently extended the case‟s scope to cover ABR, inside which the estate is 

located. 

इ                                     ABR                    ,                          

    
 The lease of the 3,388.7 ha of land leased to BBTCL for 99 years was set to expire in 2028. 

BBTCL    99                          3,388.7                     2028                        
 The Tamil Nadu government declared this land to be part of the critical tiger habitat of the 

Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve in 2007, noti•ed it as reserve forest in 2018, and 
issued the eviction notice in 2023. 

Tamil Nadu government    2007    इ          Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve    
critical tiger habitat                    , 2018    इ   reserve forest          noti•ed         
2023                               

 BBTCL then initiated a voluntary retirement scheme for its workers. 

इ        BBTCL    अ                 voluntary retirement scheme         
 These workers •led several PILs and writ petitions challenging the scheme as well as the 

State‟s actions, but the Madras High Court and the Supreme Court both dismissed them in 
2024 and 2025. 

इ           इ              -                  इ                         PILs and writ 

petitions •led    ,       Madras High Court    Supreme Court                   2024 औ  
2025                   

 One petition had contended that as the estate had been set up in 1929, the workers should 
be considered for forest claims under the FRA as ‗other traditional forest-dwellers‘ ful•lling 
residence in the region for three generations. 

                                               1929                      , इ              
FRA        ‗other traditional forest-dwellers‘                                              
     ,                        इ                                    
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 But the High Court declared these workers to be estate employees, not forest dwellers, and 
circumscribed them from the FRA‘s ambi 

      High Court    इ                                                             FRA‘s 

ambi                   

 

Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006 

 The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest 
Rights) Act, 2006, commonly known as the Forest Rights Act (FRA), seeks to correct the 
―historical injustice‖ suffered by forest-dwelling communities whose customary rights were 

inadequately recognised during the consolidation of State forests.  

 It recognises their legitimate rights over forest land and resources while linking these rights with 
forest conservation and sustainable use. 

Who is Eligible? 

 Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDSTs): Scheduled Tribe members or communities who 
primarily reside in and depend on forests or forest lands for bona fide livelihood needs. 

 Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs): Persons or communities who have primarily 
resided in forests or forest lands for at least three generations (75 years) prior to December 
13, 2005 and depend on them for bona fide livelihood needs. 

 Importantly, the 75-year requirement concerns qualifying residence in forest/forest land, 

and does not require occupation of the specific land claimed for 75 years. 

Major Rights Recognised 

 Individual Forest Rights: Right to hold and live on forest land under occupation for habitation 
or self-cultivation for livelihood. 

 Community Rights: Traditional rights such as grazing, fishing, access to water bodies and 

seasonal resource access of pastoral and nomadic communities. 

 Minor Forest Produce: Rights of ownership, collection, use and disposal of minor forest 
produce, including bamboo and other non-timber forest products. 

 Community Forest Resource Rights: Communities can protect, regenerate, conserve and 
manage traditionally protected forest resources. 

 Habitat Rights: The Act recognises habitat and habitation rights of Particularly Vulnerable 
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and pre-agricultural communities. 

 Rights are heritable but not transferable or alienable. 

Institutional Mechanism 

 The Gram Sabha initiates the process of receiving, verifying and recommending claims. 

 Claims are subsequently examined through Sub-Divisional Level Committees and finally 
decided by the District Level Committee. 

 The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal Union Ministry for FRA implementation. 

Protection Against Eviction 

 Under Section 4(5), eligible forest dwellers cannot be evicted or removed from forest land 

under their occupation until the recognition and verification process is complete. 
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Essay 11 August 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

11A8 English in India, a language that has earned its place 

              ,                                           
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

11A8. 
English in India, a language that has earned its place 

              ,                                           

 What makes a language Indian? 

                                ? 

 A recent observation by the Supreme Court of India has revived the debate over whether 
English can be considered an indigenous language of India. 

                                          इ                                        अ      
                                        

 The debate over the place of English in India has often been framed as a contest between 
English and Indian languages. 

        अ                             अ    अ                                                
                   

 Such a binary is both historically misleading and politically unhelpful. 

       आ                                               अ                 
 The promotion of Indian languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Odia, Kannada, or 

Marathi need not — and should not — be predicated upon denying recognition or patronage 

to English. 
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     ,     ,       ,      ,            ठ                                   अ                   
              इ                                                           

 The future of India‟s linguistic diversity lies not in choosing one language over another but 

in nurturing multilingualism. 

                                                        ऊ                ,                    
                        

 English may not be an indigenous language in the same historical sense as Sanskrit or 
Tamil, yet, over two centuries, has acquired a legitimate claim to belong to India. 

अ                                             अ                      ,                       
                                               अ                 

A language transformed 

                 

 The strongest objection to treating English as an Indian language is that it arrived with British 
colonialism. 

अ                                                      इ                             
            

 It was introduced to facilitate administration, commerce, missionary activity, and what the 
colonial rulers described as their civilising mission. 

इ        ,       ,                                                                  ,      
               अ                          

 In its early history, English undoubtedly served the interests of the Empire. 

अ            इ         अ                                                   
 Yet, languages cannot be permanently imprisoned by the circumstances of their arrival. 

      ,                                                                                
 Their identities are continually reshaped by the people who speak them. 

                                                                
 Once English entered India, Indians appropriated it, transformed it, and made it serve Indian 

aspirations rather than colonial objectives. 

       अ                                 ,            इ         ,                  इ   
                                 आ                                 

 By the early 19th century, English had already become an instrument of Indian political and 
intellectual expression. 

19                       अ                                अ                            
    

 In 1823, Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his associates submitted one of the earliest petitions in 

English defending the freedom of the Indian-language press in Calcutta. 

1823                                                                                      
           अ                                             

 Later in the century, Dadabhai Naoroji marshalled his famous “Drain Theory” in English to 

expose the economic exploitation of India under British rule. 

       इ            ,                                 अ                                  
            अ         अ          ―  -               (Drain Theory)‖                

 Swami Vivekananda addressed educated India in English through his celebrated lecture, „My 

Plan of Campaign‟, delivered in Madras in 1897. 

                   1897                   अ                  ‗My Plan of Campaign‘    
                       अ                       
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 Mahatma Gandhi himself translated Hind Swaraj into English, recognising that the language 

could carry Indian ideas to both national and international audiences. 

                                   अ         अ          ,                                      

                    अ                                                
 To deny English a place in India is, in some measure, to overlook the contributions of 

generations of Indians who employed the language to articulate Indian nationalism, social 
reform, and cultural renaissance. 

        अ                 इ                                                      अ      
       ,                       ,               औ                         अ               
    इ                      

 After Independence, India indeed found a place for English. 

                                अ                                    
 The Constituent Assembly debates on the language question adopted a balanced 

resolution. 

                                                        अ           
 Moved by K.M. Munshi and N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, it recognised Hindi as the Official 

Language of the Union and retained English for official purposes. 

  .  .       औ    .                                                                          
                                        अ                       

 Over the subsequent decades, English has evolved into one of the principal languages of 
Indian academic and administrative domains, including but not limited to the legislature, the 
executive and the judiciary. 

इ                   अ                                                                     
             ,               ,            औ                     ,          इ              

         
 India has also recognised English as a language of Indian creativity. 

        अ                                                            
 The Sahitya Akademi has treated English as one of the languages of Indian literature, 

conferring annual awards. 

                 अ                                                     इ               

                     
 Indian Writing in English has developed into one of the richest literary traditions in the 

postcolonial world. 

Indian Writing in English    -                                                           
                     

 From R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand to Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth, Indian writers 

have demonstrated that English can express Indian experiences with authenticity, subtlety, 
and artistic distinction. 

आ .  .       ,          आ                       औ         ठ   ,                    

                  अ             अ                  ,        औ                         

                 

Reach and scale 

      औ         

 It is often argued that only a small section of Indians speak English. 

अ                                                  -                        
 This is not exactly the case. 

                         



                      
 

  

P
ag

e7
1 

 The Census of 2011 reports that nearly 129 million Indians chose English as a •rst, second 

or third language. 

2011              अ     ,      129                   अ         अ        ,                
                    

 These numbers make India one of the largest English-speaking countries in the world. 

                                  अ     -                             
 Nearly 2,60,000 people reported English to be their mother tongue. 

     2,60,000         अ         अ                    
 A whopping 83 million identi•ed it as their second language. 

     83                इ   अ                        identi•ed       
 About 46 million spoke it as their third language. 

     46                इ   अ                              
 Scholars observe that the number of Indians who possess at least a functional knowledge of 

English may well have further increased to the range of 180 million to 250 million given the 
rapid expansion of English-medium education over the last decade. 

                                          -                                     ,   -  -   

         अ                                          180           250                    
                     

 These statistics suggest that English has become the language of aspiration for a large 
segment of the Indian society. 

                                                                  आ                        
 As an aspirational people, Indians invest considerable e•ort and money in education. 

                    ,                            औ                       
 Nearly 31,000 schools a•liated to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) 

impart education primarily through English. 

     31,000        ,    Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)            , 
           अ                                     

 So do the 3,000 schools which are a•liated to comparable boards such as the Council for 
the Indian School Certi•cate Examinations. 

इ       , 3,000        ,    Council for the Indian School Certi•cate Examinations      
                     ,    अ                                     

 Let us not forget that English is also the principal medium of education in all premier 
higher educational institutions of India. 

                                                                                         

    
 In a wide range of professional •elds that produce wealth and service, English has become 

the language through which India engages with the world. 

                                                    अ                                      
                           

 This is an advantage that India presently possesses over several other competing nations, 
and it would be wise for it to continue to invest its resources in further expanding the English 
language skills of Indians. 

                                         अ                                   ,            
                                                                        अ                     

          
 It also needs to be pointed out that India has Indianised English. 
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 Raja Rao spoke about it in the well-known Foreword to his novel Kanthapura way back in 
1938. 

Raja Rao    1938       अ           Kanthapura                    इ                        
 Just as Canada and Australia had fashioned their own versions of English, Rao felt, so 

would India. 

Rao                         Canada औ  Australia    अ         अ   -अ                 , 

                            
 That prediction has been fully realised. 

                                    
 Indian English today possesses its own pronunciation, vocabulary, idioms, and rhetorical 

conventions. 

   Indian English    अ          ,        ,            अ        अ                        
 It re•ects Indian social realities and cultural sensibilities while remaining part of the larger 

global family of Englishes. 

   अ                                                                                       
                           re•ects          

Taking root 

          

 This process of linguistic naturalisation is captured in V.K. Gokak‘s poem ‗English Words‘: 
“O winged seeds! You crossed the furrowed seas/To nestle in the warm and silent 
earth./...You ripened into nectar in fruit-jars/That hung like clustered stars.” 

                               V.K. Gokak          ‗English Words‘    अ              : 
“O winged seeds! You crossed the furrowed seas/To nestle in the warm and silent 
earth./...You ripened into nectar in fruit-jars/That hung like clustered stars.” 

 Gokak‟s metaphor is striking. 

Gokak        अ                  
 English words arrive as seeds from distant shores, but they do not remain foreign. 

अ                -                                   ,                                
 They take root in Indian soil, acquire new life, and bear fruit that belongs as much to India as 

to anywhere else. 

                              ,                                                               

                 अ            
 A similar sensibility informs A.K. Ramanujan‘s ‗Prayers to Lord Murugan‘, where an Indian 

poet employs English not as a borrowed medium but as a natural vehicle for expressing 
Indian mythology, philosophy, and devotion. 

इ                   A.K. Ramanujan    ‗Prayers to Lord Murugan‘                 ,         

           अ                                                  ,                     

     ,      औ          अ                                                   
 Such works demonstrate that languages are ultimately shaped not by their origins but by the 

communities that inhabit them. 

                               अ     अ                 ,                       आ             
                         

 Ironically, many of the strongest advocates of Indian languages have themselves turned to 
English when addressing a pan-Indian or international audience. 

                                                        अ              अ                 
                    अ                        

 Kannada scholar and Jnanpith awardee V.K. Gokak argued for the unity of Indian 
literature through English in works such as The Concept of Indian Literatureand Pathways 
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to the Unity of Indian Literature. 

            औ       ठ                V.K. Gokak    The Concept of Indian Literature    
Pathways to the Unity of Indian Literature                अ                                

                           
 Monolingualism has never been the historical reality of Indian society. 

                                                             
 India has always deeply cherished languages that Indians speak in their homes and among 

kith and kin. 

                          अ                                अ                           

                          
 At the same time, they have spoken in other languages with considerable facility and comfort. 

      ,        अ                             औ                       
 English is not in competition with Hindi or Tamil. 

अ                                                             
 Rather it is a language that provides Indians with an already historically familiar bridge to 

connect with other language-speaking communities both within and beyond India. 

                                                               अ       -                      
                                                           

 It is not an important question, therefore, whether English is an indigenous language. 

इ                                अ                              
 It is not. 

            
 More important is the realisation that through history and literature, constitutional practice 

and governance, and through everyday usage, English has earned the right to be 

regarded as one of modern India‟s own languages. 

इ    अ                                   औ        ,                  औ                 

                  अ                        अ                                 अ      अ     

            
 It is useful to remember that English has long ceased to be the language of colonial 

rulers. 

                                             औ                                      
 It has evolved into one of the several languages in which Indians imagine themselves. 

      अ                                                                                 
औ                    

 Indian English belongs to India. 

Indian English                       

 


