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India donates five peacocks to

Geneva's United Nations Office

India has donated five peacocks, including a rare
white-feathered one, to the United Nations Office
at Geneva (UNOG), reviving a decades-old
tradition. At a special ceremony held on Friday,
India’s Permanent Representative to the UN in
Geneva, Arindam Bagchi, formally handed over
the five peacocks to UNOG Director-General
Tatiana Valovaya. “The Indian Peacock, a symbol
of grace, beauty and resilience, represents India's
enduring commitment to the conservation of
biodiversity and environmental stewardship,” the
Indian mission said. The five young peacocks
comprise four blue peafowl and one
white-feathered male. en

11A8. India donates five peacocks to Geneva’s
United Nations Office

R & foaar Rua wgFa Usg FATerT Y 9 AR &
e

¢ India has donated five peacocks, including a rare white-

feathered one, to the United Nations Office at Geneva (UNOG),

reviving a decades-old tradition.

o SR A & AT TR T Iesiifad i gu Foratar e
YFA TS FEATET (UNOG) 1 Ui AR &1l 3 8, FoieTat uah geter
#he g@l arel AR 7 anfAe gl

e At a special ceremony held on Friday, India’s Permanent
Representative to the UN in Geneva, Arindam Bagchi, formally
handed over the five peacocks to UNOG Director-General
Tatiana Valovaya.

o AR AT IR Ueh TIAT HARIE # TSietar & G W
H R & i yfafaf®r e arerh & 3iveRes &9 @ gt ar
UNOG & Agifaeers aifadm«r arearr i aiv|

¢ “The Indian Peacock, a symbol of grace, beauty and

resilience, represents India's enduring commitment to the conservation of biodiversity and
environmental stewardship,” the Indian mission said.

o AR TR o el “HReR AR, S TRaAT, Foxar 3R gear 1 g 8, St fafrerar & wwaor
3R gaTeRviT seRerfRca & afa 9Ra i FUri gfaeeydar 1 gfafaftca aarg!”
e The five young peacocks comprise four blue peafowl and one white-feathered male.

o 5o U aT ART H IR ik AR (Blue Peafow!) 31 Teh @b vt atrelr 7 AR 1A g

Indian Peacock / Indian Peafowl
The Indian peafowl (Pavo cristatus) is a large bird of the pheasant family (Phasianidae)
and is native to the Indian subcontinent. It was declared the National Bird of India in
1963.
Feature Detalils
Scientific name Pavo cristatus
Family Phasianidae
Order Galliformes
Native range Indian subcontinent
Male Peacock
Female Peahen
Young Peachick
Species collectively Peafowl
IUCN status Least Concern
India's National Bird Yes
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Peacock vs Peafowl — important distinction

Technically, “peacock” refers to the adult male, whereas “peahen” refers to the female.
Thus:

Peacock = Male.

Peahen = Female.

Peafowl = Species/group collectively.

In everyday usage, however, people frequently use “peacock” for the entire species.

Why is the male so colourful?

The male Indian peafowl has a brilliant blue neck and breast and an exceptionally long
ornamental train containing eye-like markings called ocelli.

Interestingly, what we commonly call the peacock’s enormous “tail” is mainly not the true
tail. It consists primarily of elongated upper-tail covert feathers. The actual tail feathers
underneath help support the train.

During courtship, the male raises and spreads this train into a spectacular fan to attract
females.

The peahen, in contrast, is predominantly brownish-grey with some green coloration and
lacks the male's elaborate train.

Habitat and distribution
Indian peafowl naturally occur across much of the Indian subcontinent, particularly in:

scrublands, deciduous forests, forest edges, agricultural landscapes and areas near
human settlements.

They generally require access to water, feeding grounds and trees for roosting.

They spend considerable time feeding on the ground but can fly, despite their large size. At
night, they commonly roost in trees.

What does a peacock eat?
Indian peafowl are omnivorous.

Their diet can include seeds, grains, fruits, insects, termites, small reptiles and other
small animals.

Peafowl are sometimes valued in agricultural landscapes because they consume various
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insects and other organisms.
Do peacocks eat snakes?
Yes, they can eat small snakes, along with lizards and other small vertebrates.

However, the popular image of the peacock as a specialised “snake killer” is exaggerated.
Snakes constitute only one possible component of its broad omnivorous diet.

Are all peacocks Indian peacocks?
No. This is an important distinction.

There are three living species of peafowl:

Species Scientific name Broad natural distribution
Indian Peafowl Pavo cristatus Indian subcontinent
Green Peafowl Pavo muticus Southeast Asia

Congo Peafowl Afropavo congensis Central Africa

Therefore:
Indian Peacock — specifically the male of Pavo cristatus.
Peacock — can refer to the male of a peafowl species generally.

So, every male Indian peafowl is a peacock, but every peacock in the world is not
necessarily an Indian peacock.

Conservation significance in India

The Indian peafowl receives strong legal protection in India. Under the current Wild Life
(Protection) Act, 1972, following the 2022 restructuring of the schedules, it is included in
Schedule I, giving it a high degree of legal protection.

Major threats in some areas include habitat degradation, poisoning/pesticide exposure,
illegal killing and other anthropogenic pressures.

Why was it selected as India's National Bird?

The Indian peacock was chosen because of its wide distribution in India, distinctive
appearance, cultural and religious associations, and easy public recognition.

Indian Peafowl = Pavo cristatus — Family Phasianidae — Order Galliformes — Male =

Peacock — Female = Peahen — National Bird of India — Schedule I of Wildlife
(Protection) Act — IUCN Least Concern.
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collective/general term.

A common examination trap is:
“Peacock is the name for both male and female Indian peafowl.”

This is technically incorrect. Peacock = male; peahen = female; peafowl =

India clinches 17 medals at

u-23 Commonwealth fencing

Ing'a secure! 17 megﬂ, including four gold, five

silver, and eight bronze, on the opening day of
the under-23 Commonwealth fencing
championships in Lagos, Nigeria. In men’s sabre,
Nikhil Wagh claimed gold, Lakshay Badser took
the silver, and Ashwini Arya and Laishram
Moramba shared the bronze medals. In men’s
foil, Tejas Patil captured silver and Hemash
Sanasam took the bronze. In men’s epee, Lokesh
Vemani brought home a silver, with Shaurya
Ashwini and Godwin Anbkess earning bronze.
Joys Ashita won gold in women’s foil and
Kanaglakshmi earned silver. In women’s epee,
Prachi Lohan clinched gold and Nivedhya Nair
and Anupriya both claimed bronze. In women’s
sabre, Jeferlin won the gold and Aakhari took

silver, while Shreya Gupta added a bronze medal.

11A8. India clinches 17 medals at u-23
Commonwealth fencing

AR of 3ET-23 FIAATeT HRAT 7 17 g A

e India secured 17 medals, including four gold, five silver,
and eight bronze, on the opening day of the under-23
Commonwealth fencing championships in Lagos, Nigeria.

o R o AR, ATZSNRAT 7 INTIT 342-23 FiAadey HiAT
ARIATAT & 3Tl e 17 geeh g1t o, fSeret ar waof, urer Tord

3R 3TS FET SF MTAT & |

e In men’s sabre, Nikhil Wagh claimed gold, Lakshay Badser
took the silver, and Ashwini Arya and Laishram Moramba shared
the bronze medals.

o 9EuI Y Qe FUTH AT ae A Taol vesh S, T I5a
Y T5Td 9eeh gIfeT foham, STafen rfdaett 3 31X oheRme ARiEr & ey
e ATt fohu|

¢ Inmen’s foil, Tejas Patil captured silver and Hemash
Sanasam took the bronze.

o TN Bz TqUTH Aow TIfee A ToTd SR g FAT A
HET UG SHidT|
¢ Inmen’s epee, Lokesh Vemani brought home a silver, with

Shaurya Ashwini and Godwin Anbkess earning bronze.

o TuT FT U FAUT F A FAG A Toid e ST, STafen et e si aifsfae smasw o

FITT I&ah gIiaer fohu|

e Joys Ashita won gold in women’s foil and Kanaglakshmi earned silver.
o ATFA3NT F Biger TIUT 7 FTFH ATFAAT & TI0T IR FAITer&H 7 I Igah AT

e Inwomen’s epee, Prachi Lohan clinched gold and Nivedhya Nair and Anupriya both

claimed bronze.

o Hfge3 Ay odt Tt F yreh Aer o T0T ueE Siar AR dear AR qut s A F wier

qcoh gifdel fhu|

e Inwomen’s sabre, Jeferlin won the gold and Aakhari took silver, while Shreya Gupta

added a bronze medal.

o AfREt T o FouT 7 ST 7 Taof 3R 3@ 7 T deeh S, STk A4 e A vh

HIET Ych giiael fohdT|
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TOPICS COVERED
11A8 | Quiz: French Revolution
Questions and An:;wers to the previous day’s daily quiz1. 171 AS8. QU iz

The establishment of the museum is closely linked with this
paramount event in 1783. Name the event. Ans: The French
Revolution

2. A steel-and-glass pyramid, known as the Louvre Pyramid,
serves as the entrance to the museum. Name the architect who
designed it. Ans: Chinese-American architect I. M. Pei

3. During the Nazi occupation of France in the Second World
War, many treasures of the museum, including the Mona Lisa,
were transported to secret hiding places. Name the director of
the museum who was responsible for ensuring the safe
transport of these artifacts. Ans: Jacques Jaujard

4. The Louvre was once the official residence of French
Monarchs. When did it stop becoming the royal seat? Ans: 1682
5. Last year, the Louvre was burgled by brazen thieves who
entered the museum disguised as construction workers. What
did they steal? Ans: 8 pieces of the French Crown Jewels
Visual: What is this building and where is it located? Ans:
Louvre Abu Dhabi on Saadiyat Island, United Arab
Emirates

Early Birds: Sunil Madhavan | Piyali Tuli | Suchit Narottam |
Dodo Jayaditya | Sitaram Saharay

1. Establishment of the Louvre Museum — The French
Revolution

e The transformation of the Louvre from a royal palace
into a public museum was closely connected with the French
Revolution of 1789.

e Revolutionary ideas promoted the principle that major
artistic collections belonging to the monarchy should become
accessible to the nation and its citizens.

e The Louvre was consequently converted into a national
museum and formally opened to the public as the Muséum
Central des Arts in 1793.

e Thus, 1789 marks the revolutionary political
transformation, while 1793 marks the opening of the Louvre
as a public museum.

e For examination purposes, the event asked in the

question is therefore correctly identified as the French Revolution.

2. Architect of the Louvre Pyramid — I. M. Pei

o The famous Louvre Pyramid was designed by leoh Ming Pei (I. M. Pei), the celebrated

Chinese-American architect.

e French President Francois Mitterrand commissioned the broader Grand Louvre project,
and Pei was appointed its architect in 1983.

o Peidesigned a large underground reception area connecting the museum's three wings, with
the striking glass-and-metal pyramid serving as its monumental entrance.

e Construction generated considerable controversy because of the contrast between its modern
design and the historic Louvre Palace.

o The Pyramid was inaugurated on 29 March 1989 and subsequently became one of the
Louvre's most recognisable architectural symbols.

3. Saving the Louvre's treasures during World War Il — Jacques Jaujard

e Jacques Jaujard, then a senior Louvre official who became director of France's national
museums, played the central role in protecting the Louvre's masterpieces from the

approaching German forces.

e Even before the German occupation of Paris, museum authorities undertook a massive
evacuation of valuable artworks from the Louvre.

e The Mona Lisa was among the masterpieces removed from Paris and moved between
secure locations during the war.

e Thousands of works were packed and transported to castles and other locations away from

the capital.

e Jaujard's planning helped protect major elements of France's national artistic heritage from
wartime destruction, seizure and Nazi looting.
e Therefore, Jacques Jaujard is the appropriate answer.

4. When did the Louvre stop being the principal royal residence? — 1682

e The Louvre had served as an important royal residence during several periods of the French
monarchy after evolving from its medieval origins.
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e Its position as the principal seat of royal power effectively ended under King Louis XIV.

e |n 1682, Louis XIV transferred the royal court and government to the magnificent Palace of
Versailles outside Paris.

e Versailles consequently became the principal centre of the French monarchy and remained
closely associated with the royal government until the French Revolution.

e The Louvre increasingly became a place associated with royal collections, artists and
cultural institutions rather than the monarch's principal residence.

e Therefore, 1682 is the correct examination answer.

5. Louvre burglary of 2025 — Eight French Crown Jewels

e This answer is correct and now officially verifiable: the spectacular burglary occurred on
19 October 2025 at the Louvre's Galerie d'Apollon.

e According to France's Ministry of Culture, thieves targeted two high-security display cases
containing the royal gemstone collection and Crown Diamonds.

e Eight objects of extraordinary heritage value were stolen, including jewellery connected
with Queen Marie-Amélie, Queen Hortense, Empress Marie-Louise and Empress
Eugénie.

e The stolen objects included diadems, necklaces, earrings and brooches, among other
royal jewellery.

e The incident subsequently prompted an official investigation into security weaknesses at the
Louvre and measures to strengthen protection against intrusion and theft.

e Important update: The burglary took place in 2025. Since the current year is 2026,
describing it as occurring “last year” is currently accurate.

6. Visual — Louvre Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates

e The building shown is identified in the quiz as the Louvre Abu Dhabi, situated on Saadiyat
Island in Abu Dhabi, United Arab Emirates.

o The museum resulted from an exceptional cultural partnership between France and the
UAE, established through an agreement signed in 2007.

e It was designed by renowned French architect Jean Nouvel and opened on Saadiyat Island
in November 2017.

e One of its most recognisable architectural features is its enormous silvery dome, whose
complex geometric structure creates changing patterns of light and shade.

e Louvre Abu Dhabi describes itself as the Arab world's first universal museum, presenting
works from different civilisations and periods together.

American Revolution vs French Revolution

\ Basis H American Revolution H French Revolution \
Began in 1789; revolutionary
Broad period 1775-1783 phase generally associated
with the 1790s

13 British colonies in North

Where? .
America

France

Against the absolute
monarchy and the old social
order (Ancien Régime)

Primarily a war of independence ||A profound political and
combined with a political social revolution within

Primarily against British colonial

Against whom?
rule

Nature
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| Basis

| American Revolution

H French Revolution

revolution

|France

Major grievance

Taxation without representation,
imperial controls and colonial self-
government

Social inequality, fiscal crisis,
taxation, food shortages and
political exclusion

Social structure

Colonists opposed political control
from Britain, although colonial
society itself contained major
inequalities, including slavery

Society divided into Three
Estates, with privileges
enjoyed particularly by clergy
and nobility

Immediate objective

Independence from Britain and
self-government

Transformation of the
monarchy, privileges and
political-social order

Intellectual influence

John Locke, natural rights, consent
of governed and Enlightenment
thought

Rousseau, Montesquieu,
Voltaire and broader
Enlightenment ideas

Key document

Declaration of Independence,
1776

Declaration of the Rights of
Man and of the Citizen, 1789

Major symbol/event

Declaration of Independence;
victory at Yorktown (1781)

Storming of the Bastille, 14
July 1789

Monarchy

Colonies separated from the British
Crown

French monarchy was
eventually abolished in 1792

Republic

United States developed a federal
constitutional republic

France established the First
French Republic

Violence/radicalisation

Primarily revolutionary warfare
against Britain, alongside internal
conflict

Became increasingly radical,
culminating in the Reign of
Terror

Major outcome

Creation of the independent United
States of America

Destruction of many feudal
privileges, transformation of
French society and spread of
revolutionary principles

Long-term ideals

Liberty, representative
government and constitutionalism

Liberty, Equality and
Fraternity became enduring
revolutionary ideals

GS Paper 1: Society

11 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

11A8
Maharashtra

Protectors turn predators: how son preference fuels female foeticide rackets in
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Protectors turn predators: how son preference fuels female foeticide rackets in Maharashtra
[ERME—

Radheshyam Jadhav
KOLHAPUR

A man once tasked with
saving Maharashtra’s
daughters has now been
unmasked as one of their
most prolific predators.
For decades, Dr. Chan-
drakant Gunda Gaikwad
sat comfortably within the
upper echelons of the State
health establishment, serv-
ing as a district civil surge-
on and assistant director.
He was also part of the go-
vernment’s ‘Save the Girls’
campaign for years.
Retirement did not sig-
nal an end to his medical
career, but marked the ex-
pansion of a dark under-
ground enterprise. Dr.
Gaikwad was arrested by
the Kolhapur police on July
31 for allegedly orchestrat-
ing a sophisticated female
foeticide ring. During inter-
rogation, he allegedly ad-
mitted to  performing
around 200 to 250 illegal
abortions, the police said.

The racket operated out
of Kolhapur in western
Maharashtra, the home dis-
trict of State Health Minis-
ter Prakash Abitkar. The
Minister called it a “serious
matter” that a former
health official was involved
in such a crime. He an-
nounced that the State will
soon introduce a new law
to invoke the stringent
Maharashtra Control of Or-
ganised Crime Act against
female foeticide, ensuring
that doctors, family mem-
bers, pharmacists, and
anyone else supporting the
crime face prosecution.

However, when media-
persons pressed the Minis-
ter about how implicated
doctors and  individuals
routinely escape punish-
ment and continue run-
ning their rackets after se-
curing bail, he had no
concrete answer. It under-
scored a grim reality: cul-
prits easily slip through the
cracks and accountability
remains elusive.

According to Sunanda
Patil, an octogenarian and
resident of Kolhapur, fe-
male foeticide “is nothing
new”. She said women face
two choices: empty their
wombs if it is a girl, or keep
giving birth until a son is
born. She chose the second
option, delivering three
daughters before finally
having a son. She considers
herself lucky that her hus-
band stopped there.

Quiet tragedies

For daily wage worker Ma-
loji Kharat and his agricul-
tural worker wife Lanka-
bai, the reality was starkly
different. By 38, Ms. Lanka-
bai had 21 pregnancies and
struggled to recall the
names of all her children.
Of her 11 surviving chil-
dren, nine are girls. The
other 10 died either shortly
after birth or during deliv-
ery. When their story was
reported a few years ago,
the couple vanished from
public view.

o 19

Kolhapur Police personnel with D r. Chandrakant Gaikwad (third
from right) following his arrest on July 31. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

Beed district in the Ma-
rathwada region has long
carried a dark reputation
for illegal abortion rings.
The most notorious was
run by Dr. Sudam Munde
and Dr. Saraswati Munde
from Parali who operated a
sex determination racket
for years.

In one of the most chill-
ing revelations, investiga-
tors found that the Mundes
fed aborted female foetus-
es to a pack of dogs to hide

the evidence, reportedly
aborting up to 20 female
foetuses a day for decades.

Beed-based activist Man-
isha Tokale noted that it
has been over a decade
since the Munde case, yet
illegal abortion networks
continue to operate in se-
cret. The issue makes hea-
dlines briefly when a case
is uncovered, she said, be-
fore things slip right back
to normal.

This generational pres-

sure drives quiet tragedies
across the State. After deli-
vering two sons, Renu
(name changed) became
pregnant a third time. Her
husband, a daily wage
worker, expected another
boy. Fearing that her family
history of having only
daughters meant she
would carry the same
genes, he routinely took
her for ultrasound tests.
“We went, had a sonog-
raphy, and the family sug-
gested abortion,” Ms. Renu
said, without needing to
specify that the third child
was a girl. Phrases like
“khali karun ye (empty it
and come back)” or “tapa-
sun baghu (let us check)”
echo across both rural and
urban Maharashtra. When
she went to a private clinic
in Beed for the abortion,
the doctor botched the
procedure. She said the
clean-up was not done pro-
perly, leaving her with last-
ing physical pain and
nowhere to turn for justice.

According to Roopa
Shah, founder of the Kolha-
pur-based Dilasa Samajik
Vishwast Sanstha, female
foeticide happens eve-
rywhere in the State with-
out exception.

Society’s mindset has
not changed, regardless of
whether people live in ru-
ral or urban areas, or are
rich or poor, she said.

Having spent three de-
cades fighting crimes like
child marriage and female
foeticide, Ms. Shah feels
conventional — measures
have utterly failed. Because
the police, courts, adminis-
tration, and government
have not been able to stop
these atrocities, she be-
lieves the time has come
for women to take a stand
themselves. “It is not easy
though,” she said.

Deep-rooted bias

The National Family Health
Survey 2019-21 offers a win-
dow into the mindset of
this social fabric. Maha-

rashtra has shown a strong
preference for sons. While
9% of women and 12% of
men express a desire for
more sons than daughters,
only 4-5% of women and
men want more daughters.
A large majority of women
and men wish to have at
least one son while fewer
desire at least one daught-
er. These figures capture a
deep-rooted gender bias in
the State, one that starts at
birth and follows girls
throughout their lives.

“Those who survive
have to carry the burden of
being a girl forever,” said
Dhondabai Ningule, a resi-
dent of Dharashiv district.

In Marathi households,
names like Dhondabai, de-
rived from dhonda (stone),
or Nakushi (unwanted) are
often given to girls born
merely as stopgap arrange-
ments until a son arrives,
serving as a constant,
grudging reminder from
their families of their un-
wanted existence.

11A8. Protectors turn predators: how son preference fuels female foeticide
rackets in Maharashtra

TTF o HeTH: HFH T-TAAFAT AGRISE & FordT $0Tgea1 & et Fr agrar & &

Aman once tasked with saving Maharashtra’s daughters has now been unmasked as one of

their most proliec predators.

Fafr AgRTSE I IfeT Y T FT STR-ICT AT aTel Aman 379 381 & oA proli-c MR F I
Teh & ¥ 1 359K §U &
For decades, Dr. Chan drakant Gunda Gaikwad sat comfortably within the upper echelons
of the State health establishment, serv ing as a district civil surge on and assistant director.
&Mt geh Dr. Chan drakant Gunda Gaikwad T & ¥ dF & 3Td Uel u¥ g 3R district

civil surge on T assistant director & ¥ & HT Fd K|
He was also part of the go vernment’s ‘Save the Girls’ campaign for years.
T gyt de TSR & ‘Save the Girls’ campaign &7 81 REaT |

Retirement did not sig nal an end to his medical career, but marked the ex pansion of a dark
under ground enterprise.

AR & Sefeh RATRcar HRIX & 37T T Fehe oTel ferT, Sfesh Teh A fATT FRIEGR &
TEEa &t Q31T |

Dr. Gaikwad was arrested by the Kolhapur police on July 31 for allegedly orchestrat ing a
sophisticated female foeticide ring.

Dr. Gaikwad &r July 31 &I Kolhapur police =1 &fad 9 & Te TS female foeticide ring
HATTId T & IRT F TTREAR fohaT|

During inter rogation, he allegedly ad mitted to performing around 200 to 250 illegal
abortions, the police said.

oI & AR, TOATS & ERTe 3rgiel AT T & ST 200 F 250 AT YT et Y 1T

TR HT

The racket operated out of Kolhapur in western Maharashtra, the home dis trict of State
Health Minis ter Prakash Abitkar.

g FRIg afa#) AgRIST & Kolhapur & Tanfeld g1dT 4T, S I & T HAT Prakash
Abitkar & a[g forer 3
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The Minister called it a “serious matter” that a former health oescial was involved in such a
crime.

FAY 1 gl foh Teh 9 TIREL HTAHRY T S8 o & IR H ATA gIeT “Irefk ARTen” g1
He announced that the State will soon introduce a new law to invoke the stringent
Maharashtra Control of Organised Crime Act against female foeticide, ensuring that
doctors, family members, pharmacists, and anyone else supporting the crime face
prosecution.

Segiel BNYUT & foh T STee & T HUTEAT & favel R Maharashtra Control of Or
ganised Crime Act o] &¥el & oI Ueh ST &lefet ATUAT, AT SleFe, IR & Hee,
BIATTAEST R 3TORTET 7 FHYT et arel fondlt 8 31w saferd & fareey fAATsiT glared
T ST T |

However, when media persons pressed the Minister about how implicated doctors and
individuals routinely escape punishment and continue running their rackets after securing bail,
he had no concrete answer.

gleilieh, STa ST HIAAT & 71 & Yo7 fob IR sfere? 3R 377 afed fafAd s q wen &
$ T S & 3R FTART e FT F 18 #7379 PRI 1 god B £, a3 T e
B 3 78T Tl

It underscored a grim reality: cul prits easily slip through the cracks and accountability
remains elusive.

SO U 3R arEdfaendT 319R g‘é: 3oTel} AT & FIeT Y WA § 9 A § 3
SaTaee) YA Rad FAT1 HiSe a1 Wwar &

According to Sunanda Patil, an octogenarian and resident of Kolhapur, female foeticide “is
nothing new”.

Kolhapur faamdt 3iiv 80 a¥ & 3rftrs 3mg Y Sunanda Patil & 318, &=2T $UTEAT “FI§ 7§
araT AET 87
She said women face two choices: empty their wombs if it is a girl, or keep giving birth until a
son is born.

3giel et foh ARGt o ATHe 2 fashod gl 8: I 18T & ofgehl g1 ar 78T Trell A &, AT YT b
ST H deh s UaT T B

She chose the second option, delivering three daughters before *nally having a son.

3egiel g faehed Tl 3R 37cfd: I g1l & Tgol ofter afe &t siear fear|

She considers herself lucky that her hus band stopped there.

g T T HTILATAT AT & o 3oTeh gfcd IgT eh 7|

Quiet tragedies

Ater IRt

For daily wage worker Ma loji Kharat and his agricul tural worker wife Lanka bai, the reality
was starkly dieerent.

fegTST #oleT Ma loji Kharat 3R 3oTeh ¥ #Hsfel Teeit Lanka bai & forT aredfderar 3rcad
fPeaT 3R s13maE A

By 38, Ms. Lanka bai had 21 pregnancies and struggled to recall the names of all her
children.

38 aﬁraﬁrsﬂ?:oraa Ms. Lanka bai 21mmia?ﬁaajﬁraﬁ3ms?€:mmmammma
FIY 7 3t HiSaTS gy o

Of her 11 surviving children, nine are girls.

3eTeh 11 shfaa a<at & ¥ =t asfrar &

The other 10 died either shortly after birth or during deliv ery.

3= 10 geal T FG A7 Y SIeH & $© THY 91¢ IT TH o SR g1 TS|
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When their story was reported a few years ago, the couple vanished from public view.
wﬁmmmmmﬁg, ar g Sufa ardeiias SiaeT & 9« &) o]

Beed district in the Ma rathwada region has long carried a dark reputation for illegal
abortion rings.

Marathwada & #T Beed district ois §#g & 3rder sfurar PRI & foIT veh Heard &1 @ 8|

The most notorious was run by Dr. Sudam Munde and Dr. Saraswati Munde from Parali
who operated a sex determination racket for years.

o8 FHEgd fIR1g Dr. Sudam Munde 3R Dr. Saraswati Munde @RT Parali & geferd faar

ST 4T, foiegier auf deh Teh sex determination racket I

In one of the most chill ing revelations, investiga tors found that the Mundes fed
aborted female foetus es to a pack of dogs to hide the evidence, reportedly aborting up
to 20 female foetuses a day for decades.

el =ret arer Gerrat H § veh &, Srerchcli3it & 97 i Mundes & G faret & forw arstarer
TR aTC ATeT s{ut Y Feil & Tk i B e foram, 3R FAT &9 F ewrent deh gfafet 20 @ A
8ot} T rsaTe feham|

Beed-based activist Man isha Tokale noted that it has been over a decade since the Munde
case, yet illegal abortion networks continue to operate in se cret.

Beed & &RiedT Man isha Tokale & &gT f& Munde ATHS Y Teh c=Teh T I8k FoAT i Tht
&, o 37t arder amsfaTer & Sread o w9 F HaTo @ @ B

The issue makes hea dlines briesy when a case is uncovered, she said, be fore things slip
right back to normal.

3ogiel T foh SISl SIS HATHS AHA AT &, Y T8 Heal $o TA7Y & fow Rt 7 3dr g, dAfhed
38 d1e T $o [ & A7 Fufa 7 die gl

This generational pres sure drives quiet tragedies across the State.

I dIdlerd gard QU I F Al T Y T ST gl

After delivering two sons, Renu (name changed) became pregnant a third time.

al g3l 1 S+ H & & 916, Renu (A1 gRafdd) Eﬁﬂﬂaﬂ'ﬂﬁa?—ﬁgél

Her husband, a daily wage worker, expected another boy.

3ot afd, S Ueh fgmeY Fetqy &, Ueh 3R g Y 3138 9 1@ |

Fearing that her family history of having only daughters meant she would carry the same
genes, he routinely took her for ultrasound tests.

39 ST & o 3ofeh IRAR A Shaer afedt a1 STgr glet & 379 § b 3o7e7 ot agl armepafis wgfr
g1fY, T 3o ATHT &9 § Iregrarss gdeol & fow o ST e

“We went, had a sonography, and the family suggested abortion,” Ms. Renu said, without
needing to specify that the third child was a girl.

Ms. Renu = gT, ‘g 91T, VIARITHT TS 3R TRER o AT 1t T Foara fea,” 3R 3¢ a8
TISC Y F FdTel T HTALTDRAT AGT YT Toh IORT STaT oI5ehr AT|

Phrases like “khali karun ye (empty it and come back)” or “tapa sun baghu(let us
check)” echo across both rural and urban Maharashtra.

“khali karun ye (empty it and come back)” IT “tapa sun baghu (let us check)” & aFg
amefior 3R 2Ed, At FRRTSE # F=S A B
When she went to a private clinic in Beed for the abortion, the doctor botched the procedure.

S g 19T & fAT Beed & e sl [Fafas 318, aY starex o Ufshar &t arera adiss & |

She said the clean-up was not done properly, leaving her with lasting physical pain and
nowhere to turn for justice.

Soglel gl T TBTE Y 9fiFaT St T 787 Y 718, TTS FROT 3¢ ol FAT deh AR drr
STeTel TSt 3R =1 & fIT 357 ITH IS TgRT T8 A7)

According to Roopa Shah, founder of the Kolha pur-based Dilasa Samajik Vishwast
Sanstha, female foeticide happens everywhere in the State without exception.
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Kolha pur 4 Dilasa Samajik Vishwast Sanstha I #¥T9e Roopa Shah & 3[R, TX

T 7 1T el 319aTe & FedT Ut T Blch o

Society’s mindset has not changed, regardless of whether people live in rural or urban areas,
or are rich or poor, she said.

3giel el [ THTST T ATATRAFAT H RIS TEATd 61 ITAT §, TTR 9T JTHT IT AL &7 7 |
g1 a1 AR g A1 I |

Having spent three de cades fighting crimes like child marriage and female foeticide, Ms.
Shah feels conventional measures have utterly failed.

aTer faraTe 3 e $oTEeT S 3R & f@d ofiet geres fadTel & a1g, Ms. Shah &1 ATl §
foF aafie 39 o g fawer | &

Because the police, courts, adminis tration, and government have not been able to stop these
atrocities, she be lieves the time has come for women to take a stand themselves.

e g, FITATe, WRmTHe 3R EHR $oT IR bl Achel H TETH 61 ¢ &, SATAT SaTohT
AT & b 319 ARG & fow Ta3 3rarst 38T+ &1 AT 31T AT E|

“It is not easy though,” she said.

Deep-rooted bias

el ST STAT THT A e waTaraT

The National Family Health Survey 2019-21 osers a win dow into the mindset of this social
fabric.

National Family Health Survey 2019-21 58 HHIfoleh TAITAT I ATATHSAT T Teh Seldh TeTeT
FAT &

Maha rashtra has shown a strong preference for sons.

HERTST 3 YAt & wfer Astaa yrrfaan fewrs & ¢ |

While 9% of women and 12% of men express a desire for more sons than daughters, only
4-5% of women and men want more daughters.

STET 9% HAfgemd AR 1296 T TN T Tofal1 7 31Tk TAT T SO ¥ Al 8, T ha el 4-5%
AfgeT? 3R gow 3R afear aed £

A large majority of women and men wish to have at least one son while fewer desire at least
one daughter.

Afgamat ﬁ?gxﬁwwagragﬂam-ﬁ-mw?m%, STerfeh 3Tq&TTeRel e AT HH-H-
FH T 91 I 3TaT TW@d &1

These figures capture a deep-rooted gender bias in the State, one that starts at birth and
follows girls throughout their lives.

3 3Tehs AT F T e AT T&TITT 1 G2l &, ST ST T €7 Y& 1o wrsfenat & X sitaet
H 37T DT ST g

“Those who survive have to carry the burden of being a girl forever,” said Dhondabai
Ningule, a resi dent of Dharashiv district.

Dharashiv district & fardr Dhondabai Ningule & &g, “Sit Sfifad sadT §, 3¢ SaedsR
TSHY A1 T S1ST 3BT ISaT &1

In Marathi households, names like Dhondabai, de rived from dhonda (stone), or Nakushi
(unwanted) are often given to girls born merely as stopgap arrange ments until a son arrives,
serving as a constant, grudging reminder from their families of their un wanted existence.

RIS YRERT & Dhondabai, St dhonda (Tc2R) ¥ §=1T AT &, IT Nakushi (unwanted) SiI& AT
IFIR 3 Tsfhal &Y fgu S § [T Sied Shadl de deh & [ov AR SFaeam » & A gl &
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GS Paper 1: Geography 11 August 2026
TOPICS COVERED
11A8 | Over 100 people killed as powerful earthquake strikes west Colombia

gftas wiefeaar 7 afFaere sEa ¥ 100 § 3rfos aw i Al

Over 100 people killed as powerful
earthquake strikes west Colombia

JRCS |- eography

BOGOTA

At least 111 people were
killed and 87 injured in Co-
lombia on Monday when a
7.4 magnitude earthquake

ing for the quake recovery,
and said he would visit the
disaster zone, centred
round the rural region of
Choco. “We aren’t going to
leave people alone. They
are in our hearts and we

struck the Latin American are going to tend to people
country, leaving several ci- with our full determina-
ties ravaged and trapping tion,” he said.

residents under the debris
of hundreds of collapsed
buildings while their loved
ones and rescue workers
searched through the
rubble.

Rattled earth: ReSidents and rescue workers search through the
rubble of a collapsed building in Cali, Colombia, on Monday. Ap

European Union chief
Ursula von der Leyen said
on Monday the bloc was
“ready to provide more
support” for rescue efforts
in the Latin American

The “highest magnitude country. “Tonight, Eu-
earthquake in Colombiain damage was reported were children, its Gover- rope’s heart is with the pe-
the last decade” was fol- there. nor said. Authorities also  ople of Colombia. We have
lowed by two aftershocks Local officials con- confirmed four people already mobilised Coperni-
of magnitudes 2.8 and 4.8,  firmed that at least 40 peo-  were killed in Choco and  cus, our satellite service, to
the Colombian Geological ple were killed in the Risa- two more in the city of help with rescue opera-

Service said. The U.S. Geo-
logical Survey reported the
tremor’s epicentre in San
Jose Del Palmar, about 400
km west of capital Bogota.
The tremors were felt in
neighbouring Ecuador and
Panama, though minimal

ralda region, where the
hard-hit city of Pereira is
located, and 27 people in
the Valle del Cauca region,
where Colombia’s third-
biggest city, Cali, is locat-
ed. At least three of those
killed in Valle del Cauca

Manizales in the Caldas re-
gion. Many more people
across the country were
injured.

Colombian  President
Abelardo de la Espriella
declared an emergency
which will expedite fund-

tions,” she said on social
media.

The earthquake left ci-
ties across the west of the
country — Pereira, Quibdo,
Cali, and Manizales — rav-
aged.

(With inputs from AFP)

11A8. Over 100 people killed as powerful earthquake strikes west Colombia

uftat wrefear 7 afeaeme s@a & 100 & srferw ot & Al

e Atleast 111 people were killed and 87 injured in Colombia on Monday when a 7.4 magnitude
earthquake struck the Latin American country, leaving several cities ravaged and trapping
residents under the debris of hundreds of collapsed buildings while their loved ones and
rescue workers searched through the rubble.

TIHAR 1 7.4 arar & (T § AfeeT FARDT 2T hroiiadr 7 oo & e 111 Slai 1 &l g g
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3ﬁT87amTaTaa§tr,mﬁammﬁmaﬁ?maﬁrgm%mﬁWﬁmm,
STafer 3 et 31K Tarasst Ace & 37hr e Hid R

The “highest magnitude earthquake in Colombia in the last decade” was followed by two
aftershocks of magnitudes 2.8 and 4.8, the Colombian Geological Service said.

FrATAATS SAMTAF JaT = et [ ‘e v gerew 7 Frafaar & smar gad sifts dgar aren
3T 2.8 31 4.8 Il & & TR o dTe; |

The U.S. Geological Survey reported the tremor’s epicentre in San Jose Del Palmar, about
400 km west of capital Bogota.

U.S. Geological Survey & ST fah 87ehT &7 &g et SN 3 TTTAR F AT, SiY TSTeTel ST &
ST 400 Toralt giders & Feua &1

The tremors were felt in neighbouring Ecuador and Panama, though minimal damage was
reported there.

$ehd o STceh TSI G2t SFATER 3R 9T o Feq T 91T, greiifeh a8l ATHC Tehdlsl
e fAeT|
Local officials confirmed that at least 40 people were killed in the Risaralda region, where

the hard-hit city of Pereira is located, and 27 people in the Valle del Cauca region, where
Colombia’s third biggest city, Cali, is located.

AT JTARIRET =¥ JiSe i o Rumrest 41, STel g ke Tefad et R Rud g, 7 F7 9
o 40 AT Y Al g3 X Ao 37 HISHT 81, STET Pl T G Ty T37 AT hell U,
H27 aﬂﬁ@rﬁagﬁl

At least three of those killed in Valle del Cauca were children, its Governor said.

Ehh IGe o1 gl oh dot 3 FISHT H AR 1T S9N H FHA & HHA el 90 |

Authorities also confirmed four people were killed in Choco and two more in the city of
Manizales in the Caldas region.

mawmw@%mﬁwmﬁmgmm 817 & AfATTT e H
&Y R it At g8

Many more people across the country were injured.

&R # g 3N olr arre g

Colombian President Abelardo de la Espriella declared an emergency which will expedite
funding for the quake recovery, and said he would visit the disaster zone, centred round the
rural region of Choco.

lelferar & Usgufd Abelardo de la Espriella ¥ 3TaTdater 81T fohar, e 87eha & 3a3t &
FoIT eraifRY 3qcrets arel b Ufshar 7 ASh 3muel, 31 et T & TYepr & AT &1 & 3TaIr
i 3T9ET &1 ST GRT YA |

“‘We aren’t going to leave people alone. They are in our hearts and we are going to tend to
people with our full determination,” he said.

Segiel T, G ATl Y 3ol o1 Y| & gAY Rl o ¥ 31 g T g 5w S Ay
ST T AT 817

European Union chief Ursula von der Leyen said on Monday the bloc was “ready to provide
more support” for rescue efforts in the Latin American country.

QU e Y 93 Ursula von der Leyen & AIHAR &I &gl foh a8 Ao olfest sraRdrcer &
919 g9t & AT 31fte gerdr yge F3 & o dAR Bl

“Tonight, Europe’s heart is with the people of Colombia. We have already mobilised
Copernicus, our satellite service, to help with rescue operations,” she said on social media.

3ogiet TIRreT FEAT I FgT, “3HToT T AT F1 e Freifaar & alvert & @1 ¥ gt a9
AT 7 AT F AT 319 39erg Aa1 FRIHH Copernicus HY Iga & AFT FT AT R
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e The earthquake left cities across the west of the country — Pereira, Quibdo, Cali, and
Manizales — ravaged.

T o 32 & I H T W, Faes), Feht sk afasmerw el 1 dars ¢ e

Why is Colombia prone to earthquakes?

The key is plate tectonics. Colombia is situated near the interaction of several tectonic units,
most importantly the:

Nazca Plate — South American Plate — Caribbean Plate, together with the
Panama/Chocé tectonic block in the northwest.

Along much of western South America, the oceanic Nazca Plate moves toward and sinks

beneath the continental South American Plate. This is called subduction. The USGS
describes this plate boundary as part of the more than 7,000-km-long South American arc.

2. How does subduction produce earthquakes?
Imagine pushing one heavy book underneath another.

The two plates do not always slide smoothly. Parts of their boundary can become locked
because of friction.

Meanwhile, the plates continue moving, causing stress to accumulate in rocks.
Eventually:

Plate movement — Plates become locked — Stress accumulates — Rocks suddenly
rupture/slip — Energy released as seismic waves — Earthquake.

This is the fundamental mechanism behind many powerful earthquakes along the Pacific
margin of South America.

3. Why western Colombia in particular?

Western Colombia faces the Pacific Ocean, immediately landward of the Nazca—South
America convergent margin.

The situation is more complicated in northwestern Colombia because interactions also
involve the Caribbean Plate and Panama-Choco region. Consequently, Colombia
experiences earthquakes from several tectonic sources rather than from one simple fault
system.

The distribution of recorded earthquakes strongly follows Colombia's western and Andean
tectonic belts.

4. Connection with the Andes Mountains

The same broad tectonic process responsible for earthquakes is also fundamental to the
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9971932488
R oo

formation of the Andes.

As the Nazca Plate subducts beneath South America, the continental margin undergoes
compression, deformation and uplift.

Thus:

Nazca—South America convergence

l
Subduction

l

Crustal compression + deformation

!

Andes mountain building
!

Earthquakes + volcanism

This is why the western margin of South America contains not only major earthquakes but
also an extensive chain of volcanoes and young fold mountains.

5. Colombia and the Pacific “Ring of Fire”

Colombia's Pacific margin forms part of the broader tectonically active zone commonly
called the Pacific Ring of Fire.

This circum-Pacific belt contains numerous:
Subduction zones + trenches + active volcanoes + earthquakes.

Countries along western South America—including Colombia, Ecuador, Peru and Chile—
therefore experience significant seismic and volcanic activity.

6. Why can a magnitude 7.4 earthquake be so destructive?
Magnitude alone does not determine the disaster.
Damage depends on:

Magnitude + depth + distance from settlements + local geology + building quality +
population density + preparedness.

The 10 August earthquake was reported as magnitude 7.4, with severe effects across
western Colombian cities including Cali, Pereira, Quibdo, Armenia and Manizales.
Aftershocks followed the main earthquake.

Soft sediments in valleys can also amplify seismic shaking, while vulnerable buildings
increase casualties.
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7. What are aftershocks?
After a major earthquake, the surrounding crust must adjust to the changed stress conditions.
Therefore:

Mainshock — Redistribution of crustal stress — Smaller subsequent earthquakes =
Aftershocks.

Aftershocks can continue for days, weeks or longer. They are dangerous because structures
already weakened by the main earthquake may collapse during subsequent shaking. Reports
following this Colombian earthquake recorded multiple aftershocks and warned that more
could occur.

GS Paper Il: Polity 11 August 2026
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PMLA case after conviction for predicate offence doesn’t amount to second
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qaad 3O A SRS & aTe PMLA T AT GHY GeAdTs g ATAT SITCam: HC
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3o ST o 39 92T 1 2 ARt & et aRadsr #1 st @i
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AFHaeT # g F i Regerer gur RFdgs aia
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cafFded Ia e F Fd Tl F 3R 4t &
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PMILA case after conviction
for predicate offence doesn'
amount to second trial: HC

oS l:Polity |

When a person is convict-
ed for offences under the
Indian Penal Code (IPC) or
other laws that are de-
scribed as scheduled/pred-
icate offences under the
Prevention of Money Laun-
dering Act (PMLA), the
subsequent prosecution of
such persons under the
provisions of the PMLA
does not amount to a se-
cond trial for the same of-
fences, the Karnataka High
Court said.

“The prosecution under
the PMLA is neither the se-
cond trial for the same of-
fence nor a Constitutional
transgression. The offence

under the PMLA derives its
existence from the laun-
dering of proceeds of
crime, though emanating
from the commission of
predicate offence,” the
court observed.

Notes exchange scam
Justice M. Nagaprasanna
passed the order while dis-
missing the petitions filed
by 11 persons, who were
convicted for various of-
fences under the IPC, for
looting some persons in
2016 in the guise of ex-
changing the demonetised
notes, and cheating the pe-
ople of several lakhs of ru-
pees.

The petitioners were
convicted and sentenced

to imprisonment for six
years in 2024 by the trial
court, and their appeals
against conviction are
pending before the High
Court.

“It is a prosecution of an
independent statutory of-
fence [under PMLA], in
which the petitioners have
to come out clean in a full
blown proceeding before
the special court, as the
prohibition under Section
300 of the Criminal Proce-
dure Code extends only to
a second trial for the same
offence and not to a prose-
cution for a distinct of-
fence under another enact-
ment,” the High Court said
while dismissing their peti-
tion.

11A8. PMLA case after conviction for predicate offence doesn’t amount to
second trial: HC

qdadt 3Orer 7 ARAGH & a1 PMLA FT ATHAT g@l YAaTs @a1 AT ST HC

When a person is convicted for offences under the Indian Penal Code (IPC) or other laws
that are described as scheduled/predicate offences under the Prevention of Money

Laundering Act (PMLA), the subsequent prosecution of such persons under the provisions
of the PMLA does not amount to a second trial for the same offences, the Karnataka High
Court said.

191 Rl cafee @t AR &3 AFET (IPC) AT 3T FlsTait & get TH IHOred o forw g sgran
ST e, oot et eivereT foramor srfafaws (PMLA) & dad SreTafara/qaadt 3rowre & &9 ¥ afotd
fRaT I aT g, A 0 APt W 918 H PMLA & ITaer=it & dgd Toia STey aTell 3iTRATSTeT 3og

ITRTET & ToTT qu YeTars Tt HAT ST, Feliceh ITe A ATerY o Fhel|

e “The prosecution under the PMLA is neither the second trial for the same offence nor a
Constitutional transgression.

“PMLA & Tgel JHTIYSTol o Al 38 3ToTer o foIw g@ly Fovars & 31K o &) Ig waurfas seoue
gl

e The offence under the PMLA derives its existence from the laundering of proceeds of crime,
though emanating from the commission of predicate offence,” the court observed.
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PMLA & Tgcl 370N T 37Tcca 3T9RTE @ 9IS 3T & Mt A 3ceol 1T &, TSI Ig qadar
3TURT & fPU STt & 3cTeeT gIAT &, w1y o feoquft |

Notes exchange scam

e R_faAET ger

Justice M. Nagaprasanna passed the order while dismissing the petitions filed by 11
persons, who were convicted for various offences under the IPC, for looting some persons in
2016 in the guise of exchanging the demonetised notes, and cheating the people of several
lakhs of rupees.

FAIAC TH. ARTIHeT =1 Tg 3G 11 SATFAAT GaRT T ATABIAT T WIRST Rt §T AR
T, [Si=g IPC & g faffiest 3rarest o forw gt sgrar 12 1| go7 oteit o 2016 # RAdFa
A T TG & TG HS AN BT ST AT IR AN & S oG TUY 1 LI@rersy S o)

The petitioners were convicted and sentenced to imprisonment for six years in 2024 by the
trial court, and their appeals against conviction are pending before the High Court.

TTARTRAT3T & 2024 F fAr=relY 3rTere GaRT SIS SgAT a7 3R B a¥ & HRIETH & Gl
TS TS, AT 371 QA o ey el 3o =amrarer & THeT oife &

“It is a prosecution of an independent statutory offence [under PMLA], in which the petitioners
have to come out clean in a full blown proceeding before the special court, as the prohibition
under Section 300 of the Criminal Procedure Code extends only to a second trial for the

same offence and not to a prosecution for a distinct offence under another enactment,” the
High Court said while dismissing their petition.

“Ig T TadT FUTTAS 39 [PMLA & dgd] 13RI &, 5oy arfsepansit i fadw
TR & HHaT U7 HIIATET 7 Ta% 1 e Ffad =T grem, Fife g3 wftrar afgar i amr
300 & gl ver shael 38 3TRTE o TolT q@dl Gofas ek faecRe gl &, o fo fonelt 372
3ITARTH & Ted Teh 37197 I & TR doh,” 3T AT oF JoTehT ATTIehT WIRST hid
gV e
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High Court upholds religious
conversion of 2 UP. women
GS II: Polity |

Ishita Mishra
NEW DELHI

The Allahabad High Court
last week directed the re-
lease of two adult Hindu
women who claimed to
have voluntarily converted
to Islam. Holding that their
father had unlawfully con-
fined them because of
their religious choices, the
court also ordered him and
the Uttar Pradesh govern-
ment to jointly pay 25
lakh in compensation for
the violation of their funda-
mental rights.

Justice Sandeep Jain,
hearing a habeas corpus
petition on August 6, held
that the siblings aged 35
and 20 years were entitled
to decide their faith, resi-
dence and personal affairs
as adults.

“Ms. Diya Bhatia alias

The High Court orders 325 lakh
to be paid as compensation.

Zoya Diya Bhatia and Ms.
Anshu Bhatia alias Amina
Anshu Bhatia are declared
to be free to reside at any
place and with any person
of their own choice, with-
out any interference from
respondent No. 4 (father of
the girls) or any other per-
son or the State and its
functionaries,” the court
said, while describing the

case as an exceptionally
grave violation of constitu-
tional rights.

While ordering the 325
lakh compensation, the
court permitted the State
government to recover
50% from the father, Anil
Kumar Bhatia, and the re-
maining 50% from any de-
linquent public servant
whose acts contributed to
the unconstitutional de-
privation of the women’s li-
berty, subject to law and
due process.

The High Court also di-
rected the father not to in-
terfere with either wo-
man’s personal liberty,
movement, residence, pro-
fession or religious choic-
es. The father was addi-
tionally ordered to hand
over his daughters’ original
documents and belongings
within seven days.

11A8. High Court upholds religious conversion of 2 U.P. women

3o FATTT o 39X 92T Y 2 A3t & 43 IRad«T & ST @1

e The Allahabad High Court last week directed the release of two adult Hindu women who
claimed to have voluntarily converted to Islam.

o @cdtE Allahabad High Court & &Y aa%h fég Afge3it st ReT st &1 foider fear, fowgier
TaT TR T T 37gier TawaT O SEaTH €37 379 for &1

¢ Holding that their father had unlawfully con *ned them because of their religious choices, the
court also ordered him and the Uttar Pradesh government to jointly pay ¥25 lakh in
compensation for the violation of their fundamental rights.

FATATOI o ATAT 7o 3e7eh TUAT ¥ SoTehl eNnféter 9 & SHROT 37 IRelelat &9 & confined fomam am
3R 37 AT HTAFRT & 3eere & ToIT [T TUT IR FGT THR F TIFd T § 25 oG
T HIHTTSAT ot o ¢ 3 e

e Justice Sandeep Jain, hearing a habeas corpus petition on August 6, held that the siblings
aged 35 and 20 years were entitled to decide their faith, residence and personal aairs as
adults.

Justice Sandeep Jain & 6 313¥d &I habeas corpus petition ﬁgﬂﬁ%’mg@w% 35
3R 20 T T 3Ty ATl 5=t TIEH Bl o AT 379 o3, forar 3R SfFaera Al & daw
T fA0T et i 3rfRsRRof

o “Ms. Diya Bhatia alias Zoya Diya Bhatia and Ms. Anshu Bhatia alias Amina Anshu Bhatia are

declared to be free to reside at any place and with any person of their own choice, with out
any interference from respondent No. 4 (father of the girls) or any other per son or the State

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagezo



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

and its functionaries,” the court said, while describing the case as an exceptionally grave
violation of constitutional rights.

FATITCT & FTF T GAeToreh HTAHRT HT FHUROT T & 73R Seeerst STl g Hel, “Ms.
Diya Bhatia alias Zoya Diya Bhatia 3i¥ Ms. Anshu Bhatia alias Amina Anshu Bhatia T 379y
gHg & fordl 8 TUTeT WX 3R 31961 g & [l off cafaa & a1 @ fr Tadaar e, [Fad
respondent No. 4 (eTsfhal & dm) a1 fonddl 3iea cafera 3r2ar T3 3R 3T 3fewiRal T 3R
T PIS gEALTT TET gram”

While ordering the ¥25 lakh compensation, the court permitted the State government to
recover 50% from the father, Anil Kumar Bhatia, and the remaining 50% from any
delinquent public servant whose acts contributed to the unconstitutional de privation of the
women’s li berty, subject to law and due process.

%25 A1 & AT T 3 & §T ~ATATe A AT THR Y AT & b a8 509 T e,
Anil Kumar Bhatia, & 3R % 50% T ¥ el 2l S ok & aqel Y, s peai o
ATFATHT BT FacFdr & IrIeiaNd &9 § afRId fFu se 7 Qerer &ar 8, g2 6 Ig iefe 3R
3TRIeT gfshar o 3eTaR &l

The High Court also di rected the father not to in terfere with either wo man’s personal
liberty, movement, residence, pro fession or religious choic es.

High Court & farar st aig it fader e fok o el oft \fge it safFaera Tad=arn, marras,
frara, et I enfie gug 7 gEasiT 7 F1|

The father was addi tionally ordered to hand over his daughters’ original documents and
belongings within seven days.

e Y 3faRerd &9 & 3191 et & FT grarasr AR AT A1 @t & sfiax 3¢ dte &t
3reer e I
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Tribunals Reforms Bill
passed amid din in LS

Bill to set up a panel to oversee appointments to various national tribunals was cleared without a

debate; Law Minister says it will bring uniformity to selection process and improve transparency

NEW DELHI

he Lok Sabha on
TMonday passed a
Bill to establish a

National Tribunals Com-
mission to oversee the ap-
pointment of chairpersons
and members of various
tribunals, without a debate
amid persistent Opposition
protests demanding the
presence of Union Home
Minister Amit Shah.

The Opposition has
been demanding that Mr.
Shah make a statement on
the police crackdown on
students during the July 20
protest in New Delhi
against paper leaks.

The Tribunals Reforms
Bill, 2026, introduced by
Union Law Minister Arjun
Ram Meghwal, was passed
by voice vote after Opposi-
tion members, who had gi-
ven notices opposing its in-
troduction, chose not to
speak amid the din.

Once passed by both
Houses, the new law will
repeal the Tribunals Re-

No discussion: Proceedings in the Lok Sabha during the Monsoon
Session of Parliament, in New Delhi on Monday. ANI

forms Act, 2021.

The proposed commis-
sion, to be headquartered
in New Delhi, will com-
prise a chairperson and
four members — two judi-
cial and two technical
members. A retired Su-
preme Court judge or a re-
tired Chief Justice of a High
Court will be eligible to
head the commission.

Speaking on the Bill, Mr.
Meghwal said it sought to
bring uniformity to the
process of selection and

appointment of tribunal
members and would im-
prove efficiency, transpa-
rency and independence.

He said the legislation
did not alter the jurisdic-
tion of any tribunal. The
Minister described the
measure as part of the go-
vernment’s “reform
express”.

The Bill comes against
the backdrop of the Su-
preme Court’s intervention
in the functioning of
tribunals.

11A8. Tribunals Reforms Bill passed amid din in LS
ArREsT H I F i Regarer gur fAdws aRa

The court had struck
down provisions of the Tri-
bunals Reforms Act, 2021,
holding that some of them
were contrary to the prin-
ciples of separation of pow-
ers and judicial indepen-
dence and inconsistent
with earlier judgments lay-
ing down standards for the
appointment, tenure and
functioning of tribunal
members.

SC’s direction

The court had also direct-
ed the establishment of an
independent National Tri-
bunals Commission with
professional  expertise,
transparent selection pro-
cedures and an oversight
mechanism for
appointments.

The proposed legisla-
tion provides for the quali-
fications, selection and ap-
pointment of tribunal
chairpersons and mem-
bers, besides prescribing
their salaries, allowances,
tenure, resignation, remo-
val and other service con-
ditions.

The Lok Sabha on Monday passed a Bill to establish a National Tribunals Commission to
oversee the appointment of chairpersons and members of various tribunals, without a debate
amid persistent Opposition protests demanding the presence of Union Home Minister Amit
Shah.

AR EST o WHAR Y et maranferenion & sreaelt 3R geedh &1 fagiera i f@anre & fow
TSERT AT ATART (National Tribunals Commission) T set Tt faeae @i
ToreTT a5 & aTia &Y | 3@ et fauet & SRTTaR fadte-geeier R 38, forasd i ajg &
AT e 1 3UTEAT T ATeT 1 57 & AN

The Opposition has been demanding that Mr. Shah make a statement on the police
crackdown on students during the July 20 protest in New Delhi against paper leaks.

ﬁvﬁmwm%ﬁuﬁan@maﬁﬁ%mfrzogﬂléaﬂaéﬁﬁhﬁgnrmha:a’fﬂﬂ
oAl 9 GTere T HRaTs & Heltr H 11 ¢ |
The Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026, introduced by Union Law Minister Arjun Ram Meghwal,

was passed by voice vote after Opposition members, who had given notices opposing its
introduction, chose not to speak amid the din.
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eI TeTet FHAT IrSfT I ATETe S@RT 92T {7 AT Tribunals Reforms Bill, 2026 €afel 7 &
qTie foRam 1| faeares &l 9er fohT STet T faRer aidet aTel Aifed Sa atel faualy aeedl F gome
o oTer Sltefel T faehed oTgT o |

Once passed by both Houses, the new law will repeal the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021.

alst Hewt & Al oY & STe 71T &iefe Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 & fREd & &)

The proposed commission, to be headquartered in New Delhi, will comprise a chairperson
and four members — two judicial and two technical members.

I AT o HEgTer 7§ feelt & g1 3R 5 Ueh 3regel TUT uR Heeg gt —ar
1A% AEET 3R G ddelthT 95T |

A retired Supreme Court judge or a retired Chief Justice of a High Court will be eligible to
head the commission.

wafed ~ArTery & Aarfage warreer a1 el 3o ~arare & Jarfagd AET ~Arareiier 3T
o 3TEYET Tefod & AT §H9T |

Speaking on the Bill, Mr. Meghwal said it sought to bring uniformity to the process of selection
and appointment of tribunal members and would improve efficiency, transparency and
independence.

fadrTeh qu sitefel gU A AEraTer 7 el foh SHHT SeGed ~IAIFIOT & Heedl & 7ot AR g
Y TFRAT A THEIAT oIl § TUT SHY G&TAT, TRETIAT 3R Faerar 7 Gur g

He said the legislation did not alter the jurisdiction of any tribunal.

3egiel gl o g elet Fohell o SATATTRISHOT & HAFR-8F F dgad 76T il o

The Minister described the measure as part of the government’s “reform express”.

A & 59 3UTI Y TIHR T “FUR TFARH T TG S|

The Bill comes against the backdrop of the Supreme Court’s intervention in the functioning
of tribunals.

I5 AU TRl & HIHS 7 afed wIaTerd & gEasiT S IS8R 7 3 gl

The court had struck down provisions of the Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021, holding that some
of them were contrary to the principles of separation of powers and judicial independence
and inconsistent with earlier judgments laying down standards for the appointment, tenure
and functioning of tribunal members.

=T & Tribunals Reforms Act, 2021 & & WAl @1 e & ferm a1 31k @1 ot i
3H A Fo AfFa! F JUFROT AR A1 Facadr & [euidr & fudid & qur =T &
Tl &1 T, srierer 3R ST & Aot fAUiRa a5 arer e Aokt & s a7t
|

SC’s direction

Hafea =TT &1 fAder

The court had also directed the establishment of an independent National Tribunals
Commission with professional expertise, transparent selection procedures and an oversight
mechanism for appointments.

=T & YeaR faRereieT, areelt e afwansit 3 fgferadi & fov ve foermel a arer
TIAT TSET FTATFARTOT AT AT TATIAT AT 8t Forcer fe=m )

The proposed legislation provides for the qualifications, selection and appointment of tribunal
chairpersons and members, besides prescribing their salaries, allowances, tenure,
resignation, removal and other service conditions.

ST hlefel & =LA & 3Teeit 3R Fewat 1 Aegansit, aae 3R fgfFa @ wraume
TR ITAT & | ST 3TTaT, STH JoTdh ddel, e, FIRIFI, AW, U¢ ¥ g 31T 3= Aar oaf
1 off eaTRa frar srar g1
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How personality cults derail democracy

n 1937, as the country stood
poised between colonial
subjugation and the
uncertain promise of
freedom, an essay appeared in The
Modern Review, titled ‘The
Rashtrapati’ and was signed,
cryptically, “Chanakya.” Its author,
as we know now, was Jawaharlal
Nehru, but the reader at that time,
was unaware of this. The piece
remains one of the strangest acts
of political self-examination in
modern history: a leader at the
height of his popularity writing
anonymously about the dangers
that his own popularity posed to
the country.

Nehru was, by then, much
more than a politician. To
millions, he symbolised India’s
aspirations and was the
embodiment of its longing for
freedom. The adulation for him
overflowed and, as the writer of
the essay recognised, it was also
unsettling. “Therein lies danger
for Jawaharlal and for India,” he
wrote. “For it is not through
Caesarism that India will attain
freedom, and though she may
prosper a little under a benevolent
and efficient despotism, she will
remain stunted and the day of the
emancipation of her people will
be delayed.”

Nehru wrote in the shadow of
Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s
Germany, but the anxiety around
despotism transcended his own
age. The gravest threat to
democracy as he understood it, is
not always tyranny imposed from
above. Sometimes it emerges from
below, from the yearning of
ordinary people to surrender the
burdens of citizenship to a figure
who appears larger than life.

Leave devotion out of politics
Politics is a fertile field for
mythmaking. Nations tell stories
about themselves; stories that
crystallise around individuals —
Washington crossing the
Delaware, Mao’s famous crossing
of the Yangtze in 1966 and the like.
A society pours its hopes and fears
into what is perceived as a
messianic figure. But democracy

Nirupama Rao

is a former diplomat

The tragedy of
personality cults
is that they
encourage us to
outsource our
judgment and to
mistake
admiration for
patriotism

rarely survives the elevation of
leaders into objects of worship.

Nehru understood this. The
phrase that leaps out from “The
Rashtrapati’ is not “despotism”
but “stunted.” It was not that India
might become authoritarian. It
was that India might cease to
grow. A people habituated to
looking for salvation in a single
individual would lose habits that
sustain republican life: scepticism,
argument, participation and
responsibility. Freedom was never
simply the transfer of power from
British hands to Indian hands. It
was the emancipation of the
citizen’s mind.

A dozen years later, on the eve
of the Republic’s birth, B. R.
Ambedkar returned to the same
theme, though in a much more
severe language. Addressing the
Constituent Assembly on
November 25, 1949, he offered
what remains one of the most
profound warnings in Indian
political thought. “Bhakti in
religion may be a road to the
salvation of the soul. But in
politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is
a sure road to degradation and to
eventual dictatorship.”

A profound understanding of
Indian civilisation inspired these
words. Devotion occupies a sacred
place in our spiritual traditions.
But politics, Ambedkar insisted,
belongs to another realm. Scrutiny
supplants devotion, and
accountability rejects surrender.

More than dictatorship in its
classical form, Ambedkar feared
the slow erosion of democratic
culture. Constitutions can be
drafted and elections will be held.
But republics depend, ultimately,
on habits of the mind. They
depend upon citizens who are
willing to ask difficult questions, to
distrust concentrations of power,
and to distinguish between loyalty
to a nation and loyalty to a leader.

This age-old anxiety defines our
century. Recently, Ezra Klein,
reflecting on Christopher Nolan’s
adaptation of The Odyssey and the
age of Elon Musk and Donald
Trump, suggested that we are
witnessing a clash between two

visions of human greatness. One
prizes restraint, reciprocity and
the difficult art of belonging to a
community larger than oneself.
The other celebrates disruption,
conquest, and the charismatic
individual who breaks rules and
bends institutions to his will.

Making a messiah

The attraction of the modern
strongman, whether political or
technological, lies in the promise
of transcendence. The
entrepreneur who will colonise
Mars; the outsider who promises
to sweep away corruption and
inefficiency. In an age of social
media, these narratives acquire an
almost epic quality. Politics
becomes theatre and citizens
become spectators.

Homer would have appreciated
this irony. Odysseus, after all, is
not merely a conqueror. He is
flawed, cunning, restless and often
consumed by his own legend. The
greatness of The Odyssey lies not in
its celebration of heroic power but
in its recognition of heroic limits.
The epic ends not with conquest
but with homecoming. Its lesson is
that no individual, however gifted,
can exist apart from the
obligations of community.

That is the lesson Nehru and
Ambedkar were trying to teach
India in their own way. The
Republic is an argument against
the idea of the indispensable man.
It argues that institutions matter
more than personalities and that
power must remain accountable
to something larger than itself.
Democracies require visionaries,
but they also require sceptics.

The tragedy of personality cults
is that they encourage us to
outsource our judgment and to
mistake admiration for patriotism.
They tempt us into believing that
history is made by singular heroes
rather than by the often invisible
labour of millions of ordinary men
and women. The true measure of
a republic is not whether it can
produce extraordinary leaders. It
is whether it can renew itself
without becoming dependent on
them.

11A8. How personality cults derail democracy

afFded I Aiwed F 54 9ol F 3aR AN }

e |n 1937, as the country stood poised between colonial subjugation and the uncertain
promise of freedom, an essay appeared in The Modern Review, titled ‘The Rashtrapati’ and
was signed, cryptically, “Chanakya.”

1937 &, 51 &2r Jitafaafe srefiear 33 Taa=ar fr 3ifaRaa Femasr & & @sr o1, a9 The
Modern Review & ‘The Rashtrapati’ & & T fAaer qam1fd g3, SO REEEAT T
“Chanakya” & =T & g&dreRR fohu arv |
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Its author, as we know now, was Jawaharlal Nehru, but the reader at that time, was unaware
of this.

3TST §H SITeTd & foh 3% i@ FAATETaTd Ag® U, difehed 3T THT U ST 37T |

The piece remains one of the strangest acts of political self-examination in modern history: a
leader at the height of his popularity writing anonymously about the dangers that his own
popularity posed to the country.

agﬁwangﬁmgﬁmﬁmﬁﬁmm-ﬁm?a@mwmﬁﬁwmgm%:
T TR {OIIeAT o TRHA TR TG T T AT IAATH T H AE oI TgT AT o ST 37 eltep e
& & AT FlA-FlT F TR IcTeed H Thell ¢

Nehru was, by then, much more than a politician.

ds ek SIEE haol Teh TeTaAdl & el Tk 5ol b |

To millions, he symbolised India’s aspirations and was the embodiment of its longing for
freedom.

ATl oat & Tl 3 TR Y SMeHTaTi3it & elleh 3R 3HHT T T ollehdT & o &9 |

The adulation for him overflowed and, as the writer of the essay recognised, it was also
unsettling.

37oh 9Ty 3reaftra g 3R 4rgeT 373 W@ o 3R, ST ok e & o & 98T, I8
IEGIECEX

“Therein lies danger for Jawaharlal and for India,” he wrote.

3ogiel fordl, “Jgl STaTeterer 3R 7R & fow @aw ARka §1”

“For it is not through Caesarism that India will attain freedom, and though she may prosper a
little under a benevolent and efficient despotism, she will remain stunted and the day of the
emancipation of her people will be delayed.”

“Fieh ST HISIATE & HTETH { TATAAT ATod g1 N IR JeT T Teh 3R TF FHRIeT foiper
ATHeT o AN I8 TS 8¢ cfoh THEH &1 Hehell &, THT 8 3HehT fah rareeesr 891 3R 380k
At 1 A 1 et R gom”

Nehru wrote in the shadow of Mussolini’s Italy and Hitler’s Germany, but the anxiety
around despotism transcended his own age.

Ag® o FAIAA F geelt IR Reer F Sttt 1 oA & g forgr U1, Afehet THERAAT HT ol
37T fRIdT 378 379eY o1 § el 31T ek ST o

The gravest threat to democracy as he understood it, is not always tyranny imposed from
above.

3oTehT THST & TR, Alhci T & foIT T 379 WA g SR U AT a1 ARy 767 gieiv|

Sometimes it emerges from below, from the yearning of ordinary people to surrender the
burdens of citizenship to a figure who appears larger than life.

FN-F Ig A T 3TeoT GIaT &, ST AT AN F ATTRPAT & 1 Acal ot W e ot afT
3o T AT ¥eT 2idY &, S 379et areafaE afdaed @ FE1 UE Age RES ar |

Leave devotion out of politics

Tl & sifRe Y g @

Politics is a fertile field for mythmaking.
TN fArgs-fasior & fow v 3R a7 &

Nations tell stories about themselves; stories that crystallise around individuals —
Washington crossing the Delaware, Mao’s famous crossing of the Yangtze in 1966 and the
like.

TS 3 IR F FEfadt ITed & V8 Fiferdr ot cafadat & 6-F18 S g s § — aifires
FT ST IR FIAT, 1966 H AIHT G@RT 9T o7t IR FIAT 3R S8 JhR 1 37 T |
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A society pours its hopes and fears into what is perceived as a messianic figure.
Teh HATST 37911 33T I 377 1 0 Ifbed 7 wonfee o S € Fordy ag ver wreligr-wger
gfFded & ¥ H @A B

But democracy rarely survives the elevation of leaders into objects of worship.

AfeheT STa AT BT YT Y ad FaT AT SATCAT &, AT eliehcd 3 1 31Tecied ARIE & ofd T cTh

FATEAT &
Nehru understood this.

76w 38 THSA U

The phrase that leaps out from ‘The Rashtrapati’ is not “despotism” but “stunted.”

‘The Rashtrapati’ ¥ 331 dTell Ha¥ Aed Ul 2Teg “stunted” 31T “3aeey fasma” g, o i
TGl

It was not that India might become authoritarian.

HeeT AT TeT AT o IR Fftrararsandt 97 Fohar ¢ |

It was that India might cease to grow.

e I AT 3 SR T Raahry ¥ whelt 31

A people habituated to looking for salvation in a single individual would lose habits that
sustain republican life: scepticism, argument, participation and responsibility.

Teh QA YT AT AclT A FHIF TellRIe o ST ST 3o el T W &I S Ioraifyeh sfraet
FTT TG §: TSE, Toh-Taddeh, TEATHIAT AR SRy |

Freedom was never simply the transfer of power from British hands to Indian hands.
Facaar w3 9t Shaer TT 1 fafeer grat & AR grat F gEaiavor A2 o

It was the emancipation of the citizen’s mind.

g AN & T 1 AT 2|

A dozen years later, on the eve of the Republic’s birth, B. R. Ambedkar returned to the same
theme, though in a much more severe language.

T I Y S, VRIS & STod hi Id HEAT T, oY, 3. a5 o 38 fawg oY fve faram
fohar, Teafd 3egial 34 el 3T FAR T H TEIT foha|

Addressing the Constituent Assembly on November 25, 1949, he offered what remains
one of the most profound warnings in Indian political thought.

25 G 1949 ST AU HHT T HSIT P §T 3eglod HRAY Tt foieh AT S Td 18T
ATafardl # & Ueh TEI i

“Bhakti in religion may be a road to the salvation of the soul.

‘e B HIF AT T FHTF T AT g Tehell ¢ |

But in politics, Bhakti or hero-worship is a sure road to degradation and to eventual
dictatorship.”

ARt TSI 3 HTF AT ATIH-TAT Tcfet 3R JcTcT: ATATRATEY hT 3R o ST FTell AT AT
Bl

A profound understanding of Indian civilisation inspired these words.

3o Ul o YIS AR FIaT T 188 GAS [Afea A

Devotion occupies a sacred place in our spiritual traditions.

AR ATeATicA® YIURI3IT 7 HiFd 1 T qfaT T B

But politics, Ambedkar insisted, belongs to another realm.

AfeheT 3TIZH & SR G g 3 TSI U 37T 81T & T &

Scrutiny supplants devotion, and accountability rejects surrender.

TN & SATT-Usdrer ifFdT T T At §, 31T STaaed) gador ) 3rdiar FIA |

More than dictatorship in its classical form, Ambedkar feared the slow erosion of democratic
culture.

3SR T TRINE F T AR & 3178 Aditaes F¥pia & dR-oR aRor &7 57137 27|
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e Constitutions can be drafted and elections will be held.
WIAYT TATC ST Fohl 8 3R oATa FRIT ST Hee! &

e But republics depend, ultimately, on habits of the mind.
AT 3iAd: VRIS AR Y9l 3 smgal ) e Fd £

e They depend upon citizens who are willing to ask difficult questions, to distrust concentrations
of power, and to distinguish between loyalty to a nation and loyalty to a leader.

3 08 AR 9T AR X § S et geat o), FelT & Shelenior oY Jifaary siet T g &
ufar farsat aur adar & gfa fasst & &g 37t & & o IRl

e This age-old anxiety defines our century.
g yTeieT RIaT AR aTATeT AdTsey i off IRemT et g1

e Recently, Ezra Klein, reflecting on Christopher Nolan’s adaptation of The Odyssey and the
age of Elon Musk and Donald Trump, suggested that we are witnessing a clash between
two visions of human greatness.

&TeT &1 & Ezra Klein =T The Odyssey WX Christopher Nolan & ®qTdRoT 3R Elon Musk a2t
Donald Trump % IT R faaR 3 §U Feira 2 o g1 AT AgIeTeT $1 & Jqerronsit &
LG R L Ete R

e One prizes restraint, reciprocity and the difficult art of belonging to a community larger than
oneself.

Teh RO HAH, IRETREAT IR T § a9t Frelt aoperr &1 R @ A wfser war 1 Agea
ST gl

e The other celebrates disruption, conquest, and the charismatic individual who breaks rules
and bends institutions to his will.

S TUROT AT, e i ¥ Fiears safFa #1 3cua Jarh § S e B dsarg AR
TEATHT BT 37T $TOT & AN A3 ST B

Making a messiah

T AT &1 AT

e The attraction of the modern strongman, whether political or technological, lies in the promise
of transcendence.

Wmmm(strongman)aﬂm, ATE I ATl Tae &l AT dehellehl, TATENROT
3qafey 3 HaAnt ¥ NI F ag & [T

e The entrepreneur who will colonise Mars; the outsider who promises to sweep away
corruption and inefficiency.

a8 3T Sl HIS T W SUTAIY TUMAT M, I el ATF SiY $serdR 3R HeTAAT 61 QA
TRE AT Flat &l dIGT FAT B |
¢ |In an age of social media, these narratives acquire an almost epic quality.
wrerer HAT F o1 F A I ST HGTRTCITHS FEET ITE0T T ot &
e Politics becomes theatre and citizens become spectators.
TSI QAT I AT § R AR gefd Fo1 T g
e Homer would have appreciated this irony.
AT o1 39 [A8aT hT TXGAT I gdT|
e Odysseus, after all, is not merely a conqueror.
ITEFR, HENRAIT dhacl T fadr 181 ol

e Heis flawed, cunning, restless and often consumed by his own legend.

e Yol TqY, de § 3R 3R 31t &Y e 3 gaT T B
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The greatness of The Odyssey lies not in its celebration of heroic power but in its recognition
of heroic limits.

The Odyssey &Y HgTIAT A ATFT & 30T H oTel, STeh dRAT HT HATHT FY gg=ner & AT L
The epic ends not with conquest but with homecoming.

HETHTST &7 3d faeT & A1 =1gT, dfes a3 argHdY & Arer giar gl

Its lesson is that no individual, however gifted, can exist apart from the obligations of
community.

gaeh! 1T I8 § o 1S ot g, wTe @ fehctetr off Tfcremmemmell &t = &1, Wagery & wid 3rqat
arfreat & 3re19T QYT 31Tecca 3 18T I HeheT|

That is the lesson Nehru and Ambedkar were trying to teach India in their own way.

TEY gg et oY f3 A8® 3R HTASHT 397-319e) dleh T HRT T SoF T IATH HT g |

The Republic is an argument against the idea of the indispensable man.

TR 39 faaR & fa%ey te o & o &I cafara sfaad

It argues that institutions matter more than personalities and that power must remain
accountable to something larger than itself.

g o o & T TEUTE safFacal & st Ageayet § 3N war &) T3 & a3 fonddy sgaear &
g STaTeee 81T a1fgv|

Democracies require visionaries, but they also require sceptics.
Siehcral i guGelt AT T HTTLFRAT BT &, HfeheT 3¢ Wagarar 3R ArelraaTcH s ARTREI
&Y IMIIHAT gl B

The tragedy of personality cults is that they encourage us to outsource our judgment and to
mistake admiration for patriotism.

SAfFdea ToTT 1 THEY TG § o6 T6 &7 319 AT Aot T 87T Gt T Firet 3 wraram Y
ST s & o AT w81

They tempt us into believing that history is made by singular heroes rather than by the often
invisible labour of millions of ordinary men and women.

3 &4 Ig faeara e & forw afd St & o sfaera &1 fA#AToT 3ramerRor et garr giar g, o
o ol AT geT 3R A3l & R 3G 4 ean|

The true measure of a republic is not whether it can produce extraordinary leaders.

oY VRIS FY IEATAF FAIET I LT & fF I8 TETURYT AT Y Fed & v § AT 8T

It is whether it can renew itself without becoming dependent on them.

sfe 7 & fo o ag 3 W s g0 et w4 &1 Adfiefisped 7 Fha &1

GS Paper 1l: Governance 11 August 2026
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11A8 | Scotland and Netherlands criticise ICC’s World Cup format changes

THhicals 3T AeTelz® o ICC & A 9 IvT F Fgarg 1 raraar H
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Scotland and
Netherlands criticise
ICC’'s World Cup
format changes

!E uters

EDINBURGH

Cricket Scotland and the
Royal Dutch Cricket Asso-
ciation (KNCB) have criti-
cised the International
Cricket Council (ICC) for
changing the format of the
2027 Men’s ODI World
Cup.

The ICC introduced a
new Super Series phase
under which the teams
ranked 12th, 13th and 14th
in the qualification process
will contest a tri-series,
with only one progressing
to the second round,
where 12 teams will be split
into two groups.

The two Associate Mem-
ber boards described the
lack of communication as
“disappointing and
disrespectful”.

“These changes repre-
sent a setback to Associate
Member cricket and risk
undermining the progress
made in recent years to
grow the global game,”
they said in a joint state-
ment on Monday.

“At a time when cricket
is seeking to expand its
reach, attract new audienc-
es and strengthen its posi-
tion on the international
sporting landscape, reduc-
ing meaningful opportuni-
ties for emerging nations
sends entirely the wrong

message.

The ODI World Cup trophy. aFp

The ICC introduced a
new Super Series
phase under which
the teams ranked
12th, 13th and 14th in
the qualification
process will contest a
tri-series

While saying that the As-
sociate members should
have been given more time
to understand the changes,
CS and KNCB called for
“greater clarity” in the pro-
cess involved.

Associate Members are
nations that belong to the
ICC but do not hold Full
Member status, which is
reserved for the game’s
leading countries. The
2027 World Cup will be co-
hosted by South Africa,
Zimbabwe and Namibia.

11A8. Scotland and Netherlands criticise
ICC’s World Cup format changes

Thicds AR ATz F ICC & faea w9 g
# SgaTa Y AT Y

e Cricket Scotland and the Royal Dutch Cricket
Association (KNCB) have criticised the International
Cricket Council (ICC) for changing the format of the
2027 Men’s ODI World Cup.

o e Taicds 3R AT 57 fvdhe TaITeET
(KNCB) & 3rarsgrr frahe afwg (ICC) garT 2027 9%%
ODI {2 9 & YTFT H deold fohT SATeT ST ITTAT T

gl

e The ICC introduced a new Super Series phase
under which the teams ranked 12th, 13th and 14th in
the qualification process will contest a tri-series, with
only one progressing to the second round, where 12
teams will be split into two groups.

o ICC o Ueh 71T o3 HIeT =T & AT g,
foraeh dgd Farfaiftherere Tfehar & 124, 139 31 149
T O 35 ATelt 2w P ol sjwra weia, e
& el T A @R X 3t agal, ST 12 ARt ey
el A fasTiId fohar Srea|

e The two Associate Member boards described

the lack of communication as “disappointing and
disrespectful”.

o QM THIFATE HEF A5t o HaTg Y AT Y
“faRTenTsTeTe 3R TAASAS” T

e “These changes represent a setback to
Associate Member cricket and risk undermining the

progress made in recent years to grow the global
game,” they said in a joint statement on Monday.

o 3ogiel EHAR FI Teh TFFcl ST & Fgl,
e old THIfATe eHT fhdhe & AT th g & 3R 8T
% auf 7 &g Gor & FaEaR & T g% F91fa Y ik
T T AT YeT T &1

e “At atime when cricket is seeking to expand its
reach, attract new audiences and strengthen its
position on the international sporting landscape,
reducing meaningful opportunities for emerging
nations sends entirely the wrong message.

oV FAT A T fohehe 3T TgT FT RAFAR I, 7T G 1 AT e FT 3R QST e
ARG H 31 FEUTT HTT el T T X T6T &, I Q2 o Torw ardien 3raet ot v
FYAT T G el HeRT ST 8|

¢ While saying that the Associate members should have been given more time to understand
the changes, CS and KNCB called for “greater clarity” in the process involved.

o IE FEd §U oh TAITATE HEEAT T Seelrdl T TAST & v 3ifee Faa fear s anfew am, s
3T KNCB o et wfshar & “3rftre sasear’ iy #er )
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which is reserved for the game’s leading countries.
o wEflTE WEET F & E S ICC ¥ I3 §, Afehet 313 ar ot waww F S A ¢, A F
gyt geif & forw 3mfaa g
e The 2027 World Cup will be cohosted by South Africa, Zimbabwe and Namibia.
o 2027 TR F9 HT GIFT AsTaTe &fRY0T Ir5hvenT, Forearea At AR carT #hr Srwet|

GS Paper Il: International Relations

11 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

11A8

India’s move to label places in Arunachal Pradesh illegal: China

U TS H TUTAT FT ATH & & AR F FeH hI el of 313e IarAT

India’s move to label
places in Arunachal
Pradesh illegal: China

BEIJING

China on Monday termed
India’s move to identify 27
places and features in Aru-
nachal Pradesh by their
standard names on the offi-
cial Indian map as “illegal,
null and void”.

“China does not recog-
nise the so-called ‘Aruna-
chal Pradesh’ illegally set
up by India,” Chinese Fo-
reign Ministry spokesper-
son Guo Jiakun said.

“India’s move of at-
tempting to replace names
long been used by China
with its so-called ‘standard

‘standard names’ is illegal, null and void,” he said in a reply posted on the Ministry’s website.

names’ is illegal, null and
void,” he said in a reply
posted on the Ministry’s
website.

“Still less will it change
the fact that Zangnan re-
gion belongs to China,” he
said.

China calls Arunachal
Pradesh as Zangnan.

India last week formally
identified 27 places and
features in the State by
their standard names on
the official Indian map.
Beijing has been periodi-
cally releasing Chinese
names for locations in the
State since 2017 to assert
claims over the area.

11A8. India’s move to label places in
Arunachal Pradesh illegal: China

T J&eT H TUTAT H) «1H & & AR
& FeH F DI o 3rder aqTET

e China on Monday termed India’s move to
identify 27 places and features in Arunachal
Pradesh by their standard names on the official
Indian map as “illegal, null and void”.

AT ¥ WHIR T BT 92 H 27 =T 3R

stnfaes Rrwanit & 3nfReRe ARG AT 0T

3eTch HTeTh ITAT ¥ UgdTelal oh HRd o e H ol
“3raY, T IR fRdw” S|

e “China does not recognise the so-called
‘Arunachal Pradesh’ illegally set up by India,”
Chinese Foreign Ministry spokesperson Guo
Jiakun said.

AT faeer HATRT & Waaar Guo Jiakun & &gT, “deT

HRA GaRT 373Y ¥ H TATAT JATHTAT “IFomaer
93 I AT 78T SaTl”

e “India’'s move of attempting to replace
names long been used by China with its so-called

3ogiel HATAT T ATHSE W GIRC TohT ITT SIS H Hgl, “diel aRT e THT & FEAATS fohT ST
T AT 3 TATH A HAITF AT T Teole! T N T 59T 373, e 3R AT &1

o “Still less will it change the fact that Zangnan region belongs to China,” he said.
3giel heT, “Tg 38 72 I [Seehel I FET Seof Tehell foh Zangnan & et w1 REFwTB1”

e China calls Arunachal Pradesh as Zangnan.

1T U YA HT Zangnan FHEaT &
¢ India last week formally identified 27 places and features in the State by their standard names

on the official Indian map.
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IRT 7 NS gearg 3nfaeRe ARG AT W T & 27 TgEE! 3R st [yt Hr
3%k AT AT T 3iTaRes &9 & g $r

e Beijing has been periodically releasing Chinese names for locations in the State since 2017 to
assert claims over the area.

TSI 819 R 3791 &1 Y HTed FIA & T 2017 & FHI-THI W T o Ao Tl &
=AY AT FARY AT T &

GS Paper I11: Economy 11 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

11A8

Rajya Sabha clears two Bills; Minister says consumers will not pay UPI charges

TSITHT 7 ) eI g frw; #5 & Fg1 fF 3seranait &) UPI a;waﬁamg’mr

11A8

UPI and the cost of policy reversal

UPI 3t Sifaera geera & amra

11A8

Why does handloom remain a key part of India’s economy?

TR Y IrdeTaTyT A FUFIET U Agcaqor T 41 a1 g3 82

11A8

Russia’s share in India’s oil imports jumps to 48% in June

oA # R F T AT H T T AR TgHT 48% g

11A8

FOMO fuels Wall Street’s breakout rally as traders pile in
FOMO @ afer T Y it 1 agrat fea, i S5 a3t wear & a9R # anffier go
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Rajya Sabha clears two Bills;
Minister says consumers
will not pay UPI charges

The Hm!u Bureau

NEW DELHI

Amid the Opposition wal-
kout, the Rajya Sabha
passed the Bankers’ Books
Evidence Bill and returned
the Taxation and Other
Laws (Amendment) Bill on
Monday.

Countering the Opposi-
tion’s charge that the Taxa-
tion Bill proposed further
burden on small traders
and consumers by impos-
ing a tax on Unified Pay-
ments Interface (UPI) tran-
sactions, Union Finance
Minister Nirmala Sithara-
man said they would re-
main free for consumers.

She added that once the
Bill was passed, the Nation-
al Payments Corporation
of India could finalise the
Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR), which would be ap-
plied to to certain catego-
ries of merchant transac-
tions. The Upper House
had witnessed disruptions
and adjournments in the
morning too.

CPI(M) member John
Brittas moved a statutory
motion to disapprove an

Nirmala Sitharaman

ordinance brought by the
Finance Ministry in June.
The statutory motion and
the Bill were discussed to-
gether. He accused the go-
vernment of being subser-
vient to the United States
and said the charges of UPI
transactions were based
on the U.S. diktats. “The
Prime Minister promised
that UPI will be free for
everyone,” he reminded
the government.

During the debate, AAP
member Sanjay Singh said
the new Bill would create
problems for the public as
digital transactions had be-
come a part of trade and
commerce.

Countering all these ar-

guments, Ms. Sitharaman
said UPI had remained free
for consumers since its
launch, and every Indian
would continue to make in-
stant digital payments
without paying a transac-
tion charge. “Will consum-
ers pay any UPI charge?
No, consumers will not
have to pay any charges on
UPI transactions,” she said.
Adding that vast majority
of merchant transactions,
including low-value tran-
sactions to roadside ven-
dors, would continue to re-
main free.

When  Mr.  Brittas
walked out soon after his
reply, Ms. Sitharaman said
Communists in this coun-
try were total cowards and
they could not face facts,
but “they will go on filibus-
tering, making noise.”

Earlier, the Rajya Sabha
proceedings were inter-
rupted twice in the morn-
ing session with continued
protests from the Opposi-
tion demanding a state-
ment from Union Home
Minister Amit Shah on the
police action on July 20 on
protesters in Delhi.

11A8. Rajya Sabha clears two Bills; Minister says consumers will not pay UPI
charges

TSAHHT 7 & fadas aia o, 7= & e B 3wsaranait 1 UP| e widl o gram

¢ Amid the Opposition wal kout, the Rajya Sabha passed the Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill
and returned the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill on Monday.

a7 F Ffgetaar & &g, TsIWHT A HHAR & Bankers’ Books Evidence Bill a1iRd forar 3k
Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill &I arad &< far|

e Countering the Opposition’s charge that the Taxa tion Bill proposed further burden on small
traders and consumers by imposing a tax on Unified Pay ments Interface (UPI) tran
sactions, Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sithara man said they would re main free for
consumers.

8T & 39 3R Al WseT aﬂﬁgﬁ% Taxation Bill # Unieed Pay ments Interface (UPI) tran
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sactions UX &Y RThT BIE SATITRAT 3T ITRFAT3iT 9T 31TaRard S1T 3Tele T 9 &, e
3 A4 Nirmala Sithara man ﬁw%ﬁs’qﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁ?mﬁﬁaﬁ@ﬁl

She added that once the Bill was passed, the Nation al Payments Corporation of India
could finalise the Merchant Discount Rate (MDR), which would be ap plied to to certain
catego ries of merchant transac tions.

3egiel el foh faties 91 8le & a1 Nation al Payments Corporation of India Merchant
Discount Rate (MDR) & 3ifd& &9 & HerelT &, 518 o A0 o sAmarlY A& o) o197, fohar

SITTATT|
The Upper House had witnessed disruptions and adjournments in the morning too.
3<d Heel H gag #f sgaure 3R Fuarer @ i A

CPI(M) member John Brittas moved a statutory motion to disapprove an ordinance brought
by the Finance Ministry in June.

CPI(M) member John Brittas & S{eT # fa HATerI G@RT ATV 91T Teh LGS Y DR el

& fore statutory motion Jdd faham|
The statutory motion and the Bill were discussed to gether.

Statutory motion 3R fa9gs W T Iry 7T $r TS|

He accused the go vernment of being subser vient to the United States and said the charges
of UPI transactions were based on the U.S. diktats.

378l TPR TX United States & 9fa 312 gl T 31T 19T 3R &gl foh UPI o3 W
o AR & fadelt o¥ 3meRa 8

“The Prime Minister promised that UPI will be free for everyone,” he reminded the
government.

gl TP T AT, Tl §U g, “Terteraait ¥ arer foham o1 f UP| @islt & fore ayeer grom "

During the debate, AAP member Sanjay Singh said the new Bill would create problems for
the public as digital transactions had be come a part of trade and commerce.

89 & &RIsT AAP member Sanjay Singh =1 &gl foh 71T T8I STeTaT & foIv AT 3Tt
T, Fife fBforee -4 samr 3k et &1 Rem aa 93 &

Countering all these ar guments, Ms. Sitharaman said UPI had remained free for consumers
since its launch, and every Indian would continue to make in stant digital payments without
paying a transac tion charge.

$eT BT bl T TWseT X U Ms. Sitharaman & FgT S UP| 379eT BIRS & ST 3 &
SUHIEFATHT & TIT Ho 6T & 3R Tedeh AR T4aT Fohell Ae-ST Yo ohl STl [hT ceehlel
f3fSTeet 8gaTceT e Tgm|

“Will consum ers pay any UPI charge? No, consumers will not have to pay any charges
on UPI transactions,” she said.

3ogiel hgl, ‘T STHIFATHT &l IS UP| ok ST G912 AT, ST Y UP| dT-3eT I $1§
A et Sl g1 |”

Adding that vast majority of merchant transactions, including low-value tran sactions to
roadside ven dors, would continue to re main free.

3egial Ig oY Fer foh eIy a?r-a?rﬁ?ﬁansragﬂ?r, fore Tgen Tt fashel13it & SA-He drel
TS Y MR &, HE oot gl |
When Mr. Brittas walked out soon after his reply, Ms. Sitharaman said Communists in this

coun try were total cowards and they could not face facts, but “they will go on «libus tering,
making noise.”

ST Mr. Brittas 3eTeh 3t o dicl 916 a1 & SgY Tel 1T, o Ms. Sitharaman & &gl foh 38 2T o
W@mw%ﬁ'{amﬁ T HIHAT 76T X Tohdl, STed “d «libus tering, making
noise & Igarl”
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e Earlier, the Rajya Sabha proceedings were inter rupted twice in the morn ing session with
continued protests from the Opposi tion demanding a state ment from Union Home Minister
Amit Shah on the police action on July 20 on protesters in Delhi.

SHY TEe, TSTTHT HI HIAATE o & T # &1 IR 1A g3, Fifh fauer & Union Home
Minister Amit Shah & feeell & 20 oS F yedaHFRAT & f@ers gfaw FREw « 9g= 2
@rnmmgumﬂawﬁmwiﬂ%w

UPI and the cost of policy reversal

The government’s proposal to allow an MDR of 0.25-0.5% on UPI transactions above 2,000 reverses a decade-lon
incentives for banks and fintechs to invest in UPI while undermini

licy; taxing the payment rail could weaken
its role in financial inclusion, formalisation and wider digital adoption

. . . pulled informal transactions into a THE GIST
BOONOMIC NOTES recorded, traceable digital trail - the very
. outcome that formalisation and
Parag Waknis tax-compliance advocates have wanted b/

he government has just given
itself the legal room to tax the
very payment habit it spent a

decade building. Tucked into

for years. There have also been attempts
to provide credit based on the digital trail
created by electronic payments. Every
rupee that moves through UPI instead of
cash is a rupee the financial institutions

The proposed framework could
allow payment charges to
expand beyond the current
MDR plan, creating a broader
revenue lever once the legal

the Taxation and Other Laws can eventually see and use to build a architecture is in place.
(Amendment) Bill, 2026, is an spending profile.
amendment to Section 10A of the Charging the rail directly could v

Payment and Settlement Systems Act,
2007, which would allow the government
to notify charges on specified electronic
payment modes. The number being
proposed is a Merchant Discount Rate
(MDR) of 0.25-0.5% on UPI transactions
above ¥2,000. The official stand is that
this threshold would touch only about five
per cent of transactions by volume,
sparing the milk-and-vegetable payments
that make up the bulk of UPI’s use. But it
would cover roughly 65% of transaction
value, which is precisely why it matters.

This is not a small, technical fix. It runs
counter to a decade-long policy
commitment and deserves more scrutiny
than it has received.

The policy reversal

Consider the arc. Demonetisation in
November 2016 was justified, among
other things, as a push towards a less-cash
economy. UPI, launched earlier that year,
became the vehicle for that push, and its
zero-MDR regime was a deliberate subsidy
to get merchants and consumers off cash.
It worked spectacularly. UPI now
processes more transactions each month
than most of the world’s card networks
combined. Having successfully weaned
the country away from cash and towards
electronic payments, the government
now wants to undercut the very success it

fees attract 18% GST, making the use of
credit cards unnecessarily costly. Taxing
interest on revolving credit is unusual by
international standards; most
Jjurisdictions treat consumer credit
interest as a private financial cost, not a
taxable service. India taxes it as if using a
credit card itself is a luxury.

Now UPI, the payment rail the
government spent political capital

promoting, is in line for similar treatment.

The pattern suggests a need for a more
coherent payments policy than giving in
to the temptation to tax every transaction
that can be observed.

There are at least two problems with
this specific move beyond the optics.

‘Who really pays?

First, basic economic theory tells us that
the person on whom a tax is levied and
the person who actually bears its cost are
not always the same. Moreover, UPI or

.. : e |
The official stand is that this threshold would touch only about five per cent of transactions by volume,
sparing the milk-and-vegetable payments that make up the bulk of UPT's use. J ALLEN EGENUSE

collected via banks and the National
Payments Corporation of India’s
ecosystem. But whether that cost gets
passed through to merchants, on to
consumers, or absorbed by banks and
payment service providers depends on
competitive intensity on each side of the
market. Banks and fintechs compete for
merchant relationships and cannot easily
raise prices without losing volume to a
rival offering free UPI acceptance.

The more likely outcome is that
intermediaries — the banks and PSPs that
built and maintain the plumbing — absorb
the cost, which erodes their incentive to

undercut the incentive to use it, cutting
against long-standing financial inclusion
goals. The government does not need to
raise revenue from every rupee that
moves electronically; it needs lhose

UPP's network effects depend
on keeping digital payments
cheaper and more convenient
than cash, making any new
cost a potential distortion in

rupees to keep moving elec A
because that is what delivers the inclusion
and compliance dividends it has been
chasing since 2016.

Ideally, which payment mode to adopt
should be an economic decision for
participating actors. Factors such as the
size of the business, consumer
preferences, and relative cost of using
alternative payment systems should
determine their usage. Deliberate policy
intervention and the current
government’s war on cash tilted the scales
in favour of UPL. Taxing it now — however
nominal or small — could change its usage
patterns, and policymakers should not be
surprised if one outcome is reduced UPI
usage.

The proposal is being dressed up as a
modest largeted measure affecting only

invest in reliability, fraud p; and

. But modest

expansion into underserved segments. A
tax that cannot be reliably passed through
does not disappear; it most likely shows
up later as degraded service or slower
innovation. This is completely
counterintuitive if government is
proposing this tax as necessary to fund

measu.res on payment rails have away of
ding once the legal

exists. Section 10A, once amended, does

not expire when this particular MDR

proposal is shelved. The better outcome is

for the government to leave the payments

system alone, let UPI’s network effects

engineered. any payments interface is a two-sided the next stage of UPI growth. keep compounding, and find its revenue
There seems to be a continued pattern | market, and taxing two-sided markets is elsewhere.
of privileging one payment mode over genuinely tricky. Cost to inclusion (Parag Waknis, Professor & Head,

others via policy. India has long taxed
even credit cards. Credit card interest and

‘The MDR would nominally fall on
merchants, as argued by the government,

Second, UPI has done real work on
financial inclusion at the margin. It has

11A8. UPI and the cost of policy reversal
UPI 3R #ifasra gerera i arera

Economics Department, SRM University
AP)

how busit and
consumers choose payment
modes.

The government has just given itself the legal room to tax the very payment habit it spent a

decade building.

Wﬁmﬁmaﬁmwmwwwa?ﬁmmﬁﬂmrmﬁam
AT = H 394 T ¢ T fHAT 8l

Tucked into the Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026, is an amendment to
Section 10A of the Payment and Settlement Systems Act, 2007, which would allow the
government to notify charges on specified electronic payment modes.

Taxation and Other Laws (Amendment) Bill, 2026 & Payment and Settlement Systems
Act, 2007 Y RT 10A & Teh HRTLT Ml T a1 &, S TR 1 TATESE Ferereiiclen sgarerer
ATEAT TR Yo TG e o 3egafa 2am|

The number being proposed is a Merchant Discount Rate (MDR) of 0.25-0.5% on UPI
transactions above %2,000.
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JEATTad &Y 2,000 & 371f&% & UPI Ae1-8«T 9X 0.25-0.5% &T Merchant Discount Rate (MDR)
gl

e The official stand is that this threshold would touch only about five per cent of transactions by
volume, sparing the milk-and-vegetable payments that make up the bulk of UPI's use.

WFR F 3RS T@ & 5 Tg TVAT AT & TUR G hd ol ATHIT 5% dAeT-&eT ol FaIAd
YA 3R g TUT AT & 3o $ITcTaAT hT SHY FTE IW, ST UP| & 31T oh rferehier e
gl

e Butit would cover roughly 65% of transaction value, which is precisely why it matters.

AfeheT T oleT-3eT & He & AT 65% FFER Y Tt e, 3R TEY o § 6 T8 Ageaqor
gl

e This is not a small, technical fix.
Ig IS BICT AT halol Ahelleh] FUR G S|

e |t runs counter to a decade-long policy commitment and deserves more scrutiny than it has
received.

e Teh & Tl 317 1 slfererar wfaagerar s fawdia § 3R foraei sif-gsdrer s fAeh &,
389 FET TS A HTGRIHAT |

The policy reversal

Afaera gere@

e Consider the arc.
30 QX TeaAshA W faar HifSw|

¢ Demonetisation in November 2016 was justified, among other things, as a push towards a
less-cash economy.

AdET 2016 Y AEHAY I 37T HRUI & AT HH-AdheT aTel INTIEAT HT fe2m & 3 s &
JITE o &9 H 3T ST 3137 AT

e UPI, launched earlier that year, became the vehicle for that push, and its zero-MDR regime
was a deliberate subsidy to get merchants and consumers off cash.

38 A Ugel I ThAT 14T UPI S8 YA ohT ATEIH &1l AT SHAT ed-MDR STTEAT ITATRET
AT STNF AT T Tehel T G el o [T & 97 Teh SR Telel i 378 AiewsT AT

e It worked spectacularly.
Ig 9T Iedd TH &

e UPI now processes more transactions each month than most of the world’s card networks
combined.

muplmﬂéﬁgﬁm%ﬁ?ﬁhrmmﬁ*ﬁgﬁﬂﬂ-aﬁﬁaﬁmaﬂ%ﬂm
AT

e Having successfully weaned the country away from cash and towards electronic payments,
the government now wants to undercut the very success it engineered.

<27 T HHIATYdeh oAehal & G leh FAAFITeTeh ST i R of S & TG, FIHR 3 34
AT T HHSN AT ATl & 78 38 T A feba 2|

e There seems to be a continued pattern of privileging one payment mode over others via
policy.
UHT Tl 81T & Toh il & HATETH A Teh $[ITcATel AIEHH 1 3 HATETH TR AAMAR Fr A
&Y T Ueh U] §=T g3 gl

¢ India has long taxed even credit cards.
HRA o AT T hide H18 WX T X 91T ET &

e Credit card interest and fees attract 18% GST, making the use of credit cards unnecessarily
costly.
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?%Ea?réa?wraaﬁigww 18% GST &I3TdT &, [aY shfSe 1S T IYANT HATITF T F

HEIT @ ST B |
Taxing interest on revolving credit is unusual by international standards; most jurisdictions
treat consumer credit interest as a private financial cost, not a taxable service.

REifedar Hf¥e T AT AT IRISET ATl o TR HAH Y &; SR SATRR
STHIFAT FOT o AT l Te¥oil AT SIPTd HAleId g, o foh L AT [aT|
India taxes it as if using a credit card itself is a luxury.

R 39 W U FT oIINTdT & HIoIl shiST IS HT IYFIT TF U RAefAar &l

Now UPI, the payment rail the government spent political capital promoting, is in line for
similar treatment.

39 UPI, fI& Sgrar &of H TR & Asteiiicien Yol @l b, 3 S8 TR & gagR o oIt R |

The pattern suggests a need for a more coherent payments policy than giving in to the
temptation to tax every transaction that can be observed.

g Yool 3 3T Y aTaT § TF e@rS &Y aTel Ul oel-¢oT T . ofaTTeY & WelldTeT ah 3TaT
ool & ST Teh 37TRIeh HI [T Al T ITTRTRAT B |
There are at least two problems with this specific move beyond the optics.

5 T3V FeH & AT Haol S S8l THE T W FHHA-T-HH & FHEATE &

Who really pays?
AT H ST PheT FIAT 872

First, basic economic theory tells us that the person on whom a tax is levied and the person
who actually bears its cost are not always the same.

g, gieraner I Rguia admar & 6 fora safea W T e Srar § 3R S areda 7 3aer
SRTA dgT T &, F §HRT Uk &1 T 8T gt |

Moreover, UPI or any payments interface is a two-sided market, and taxing two-sided markets
is genuinely tricky.

38 37elal, UP| AT 1§ #it 3ol 53 gfavefiar a1eiR & 31K efavefiy STeRi o X ofemar
IEdd 7 ST gIar gl

The MDR would nominally fall on merchants, as argued by the government, collected via
banks and the National Payments Corporation of India’s ecosystem.

TIHR o cleh oh 38R, MDR ARTHTE &9 & AR 9F 93917, 518 det 3iR National
Payments Corporation of India 3 IIRTEUTAhRT dF o ATETA & Tehd fohdT SATTIM|

But whether that cost gets passed through to merchants, on to consumers, or absorbed by
banks and payment service providers depends on competitive intensity on each side of the
market.

AfeheT Ig ST SATITRAT TR STl ST &, STHIFATI IR FATATARCT BIcll ¢ AT slehl 3R $gareiret
/4T YETAT3HT GIRT dgeT I ST &, Tg TSR & Tcdeh 98T W Ffaeaely i dadr 91 R war g

Banks and fintechs compete for merchant relationships and cannot easily raise prices without
losing volume to a rival offering free UPI acceptance.

d 3R frereas Fufaar caraRar & arer @adt & forw gfaeay’ Hdr § 3R 3 3mae & Hrad
oTE1 SIGT Hehcll, Fifeh XA el TR J HEA UPI Tllehfd S arel Ffcreaedf & gt 319eTr ofe-Set @
T g

The more likely outcome is that intermediaries — the banks and PSPs that built and maintain

the plumbing — absorb the cost, which erodes their incentive to invest in reliability, fraud
prevention and expansion into underserved segments.

31feres Fanfae aRome 7% § & weaey — 3% 3R PSP, [Siegial 58 $eTaTe sgaeyr & giergmer
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e T AT 3R I@R@TT foham § — oIeTd oY T dget e, forad faeadetaaT, erarest $r
AHAUTA R HH-JAT UTcT &1 F FaTdR 7 A3 et ST 3oTehT IO H g AT |

e A taxthat cannot be reliably passed through does not disappear; it most likely shows up later
as degraded service or slower innovation.

VIT Y T8 AT FT F 3791 §EATI R 7o [hdT ST GehdT, GHTCT A8l &1 ST, SHah Sl

gg 91 H @ Qa1 A1 ¢ FA9ER & T F 1A 37T JohaT g

e This is completely counterintuitive if government is proposing this tax as necessary to fund
the next stage of UPI growth.

ITE TR S8 Y T UPI & T o 3aTel TROT & TaadIvoT & foIU 3Taedeh aaT 3@ 8, o I8 T
e fremsm

Cost to inclusion

T gHEEer & arera

e Second, UPI has done real work on financial inclusion at the margin.
GERT, UP| o fareltr g@maerer & &1 & aredfaes ierer e gl

e |t has pulled informal transactions into a recorded, traceable digital trail — the very outcome
that formalisation and tax-compliance advocates have wanted for years.

SO AT oIeT-&oT 1 Ueh &of 3N TaT SI9NT AT Fohet Tt R2foTee Ra1s o enfier fopam g —
8reh et TROTH fSIEehT JiarRehlenior 3R 3-3re]dTelet & Ferdieh auf & a7 i @ &

e There have also been attempts to provide credit based on the digital trail created by electronic
payments.

gelFgiiolen 3ITcTaAl & AT RfSrea RIS & MR IR H 0T 3uclsts et o 9 off fohe are &

e Every rupee that moves through UPI instead of cash is a rupee the financial institutions can
eventually see and use to build a spending profile.

RS & TSI UP| & ATETH T TATATTRA gled aTell T T9AT 0T 39T § Ty faefir |eamer
HAA: W Fhd & 3R TT H NS IR T & oI ITIT F TAHhd 8 |

e Charging the rail directly could undercut the incentive to use it, cutting against long-standing
financial inclusion goals.

SIS SFAET UX A ook TITaAT 3k ST o NeATG Y FHAN I Hehll ¢ AR old GG
 Tor 377 T TIT AU & et & A9 1 FehaT &1

o The government does not need to raise revenue from every rupee that moves electronically; it
needs those rupees to keep moving electronically, because that is what delivers the inclusion
and compliance dividends it has been chasing since 2016.

TIHR T Selargiforeh T H TATATAR Gt dTel Tedish ST U A SJCTet i LT 7161 ¢
38 Ig GIATRE e T AT & o I 30 FoFeliad T § TUETGRA @1 ¢, Fih T
g YTshaT § ST 2016 ¥ TR SaRT ATaTc FHTAUT I 3eTTereT & AT Tl e |

e |deally, which payment mode to adopt should be an economic decision for participating
actors.

e & &, lef-HT 3T HIETH AT SV, Ig ATl il & forw veh anfder faokar ghem
EUryl

e Factors such as the size of the business, consumer preferences, and relative cost of using
alternative payment systems should determine their usage.

STSEIY 1 HTHN, FTHFAT TAfAFant 3R dehfedes garare gonfot & suer i #vet T
S DI Y 3Tk ST T [T T ATRT

o Deliberate policy intervention and the current government’s war on cash tilted the scales in
favour of UPI.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page3 7



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

STreTestent faht aTu Aiferera gEaaid iR AT TIhR SaRT Fehdl & favey Tellt AT HTHATT o

HcJoleT T UP| o g&T  gJeh fea|

Taxing it now — however nominal or small — could change its usage patterns, and
policymakers should not be surprised if one outcome is reduced UPI usage.

31T 3 W TRMeAT — ATe a8 ThtaTT 3 ATHATT IT BT FAT 7 87 — SHP ITANT & Yot &Y
J&ol b & 3R N3 oY 3Ty 81 giar anfew Ife sHehr veh aRume UPI & 39aer &
FHI & TT F THA 31T

The proposal is being dressed up as a modest, targeted measure affecting only large-value
transactions.

S T Y Teh AR 3R A& SURI & &I H TEJc TohdT SIT I@T &, S Shdl ol a3 Hed aTel el -
& T g |

But modest measures on payment rails have a way of expanding once the legal architecture
exists.

QAfheT AT SHTEUT & H I HIH SUTIT o U Teh SR Flefel! a1 TATTAS Y ST & ST
IEESRETCEIREICRICIES

Section 10A, once amended, does not expire when this particular MDR proposal is shelved.
RT 10A, Toh IR NI 8T ST & §1¢, 39 [aAT MDR YEATa ol TURNT Y T STed O FATCT
STer g1 ST

The better outcome is for the government to leave the payments system alone, let UPI's
network effects keep compounding, and find its revenue elsewhere.

SECR IRUTH FET 1T o AR $TITATA TOTIRA T 3/ g1l I B &, UP| & Acaeh THTaT b
SITAR TG4 & AR 37911 Tored et 37 Areg s 4 Serv|
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Why does handloom remain a
key part of India’s economy?

The sector supports millions of livelihoods, but declining returns and fragmented markets threaten its future

Priyambada Jayakumar

The story so far:

rom the Swadeshi Movement’s
boycott of British textiles to
Mahatma Gandhi's adoption of

the spinning wheel as a symbol
of self-reliance, weaving became an
instrument of economic resistance and
national identity. National Handloom Day,
marked on August 7, commemorates the
launch of the Swadeshi Movement in 1905
and honours generations of Indian
weavers.

Alegacy beyond craft
Today's handloom sector is often viewed
as a small artisanal activity - important
culturally but peripheral economically.
Long before the Industrial Revolution
transformed manufacturing in Europe,
India’s handlooms were among the
world's greatest industrial enterprises.

Indian textiles travelled across continents,

powered global trade and established
India’s reputation as one of history’s
foremost manufacturing economies.

Handloom was the backbone of India’s
manufacturing strength and one of the
foundations of its global influence.

The sector remains far more significant
than it is generally acknowledged. It
provides livelihoods to more than 35 lakh
weavers and allied workers across over 31
lakh households, with women
constituting nearly 70% of the workforce.
It remains one of rural India’s largest
sources of non-farm employment while
producing nearly 15% of the country’s
clath despite relying largely on manual
technology. Few manufacturing sectors
create as many jobs with such modest
capital investment.

While celebrated traditions continue to
enjoy strong recognition, hundreds of
lesser-known weaving traditions face
gradual extinction. Younger generations
are leaving the profession as returns
diminish, markets remain fragmented and
traditional skills are no longer transferred
within families. Every disappearing weave
represents not merely the loss of a
product but the disappearance of
centuries of a

distinctive design vocabulary, and cultural
identity. Therefore, protecting handloom
heritage is not only an economic
necessity but also our civilisational duty.

The government’s recent policy and
programme support seems to be making a
difference. The National Handloom
Development Programme has focused on
skill development, design innovation,
technology adoption, branding, and
improved market access. Greater
integration with e-commerce platforms
and expanding export opportunities have
enabled many artisan clusters to reach
consumers who were previously
inaccessible.

Several success stories illustrate what
targeted intervention can achieve. The
revival of Tangaliya weaving in Gujarat,
the transformation of Badturang village in
Odisha’s Sambalpur district and the
growing popularity of Siddipet
Gollabhama sarees demonstrate that
traditional crafts can thrive when design,
market access and institutional support
converge. It was more than just a fashion
when Brad Pitt wore a

handcrafted shirt in the traditional
Tangaliya weave in the FI film.

The Office of the Development
Commissioner for Handlooms, in
collaboration with UNESCO, has initiated

exports, however, will require consistent
quality standards, stronger branding,
better Gl protection, and vigilant action
against cultural misappropriation.

. R

the identification and doc ion of
India's languishing and endangered
weaves. This should be extended to every
nook and corner of the country. This
aligns with Textiles Secretary Neelam
Shami Rao’s focus on promoting India’s
rich, Geographical Indication (GI-tagged
handloom and handicraft products and
strengthening their presence in domestic
and international 3

Making handloom aspirational
The next phase of policy must shift from
preservation to aspiration. For younger
consumers, especially Gen Z, handloom
must become contemporary, fashionable,
and aspirational rather than merely
traditional. Celebrity ambassadors,
collaborations with leading designers,
limited-edition collections, digital
storytelling, and partnerships with
influencers can reposition India’s weaves
as premium lifestyle products. The
objective should not be to celebrate
handloom because it is old, but because it

and exclusivity. Limited production
should become a premium feature.

India must also think beyond domestic
markets. The world increasingly values
authenticity, sustainability, and
handcrafted luxury — all areas where
Indian handlooms enjoy a natural
competitive advantage. Expanding

I T AeTTEUT H FUHIET Ueh Hgea Ul GEAT FT F=1 §37 82

India should leverage its traditional
weaves, which for some global markets
are ancient imports, to build its soft
power. Unlike most manufacturing
sectors, India’s handloom economy is
inadequately measured. Policymakers
need reliable data on its contribution to
GDP, exports, tax revenues, employment
and household incomes. Better
measurement will enable better policy
and allow the sector to be recognised for
the economic value it already creates.
Similarly, establishing a national
platform through which States, producer
organisations and cooperatives can
‘exchange successful practices would
accelerate innovation across the sector.
Handloom is not a relic of India’s past;
it is a strategic asset for its future. Few
sectors simultaneously generate rural
employment, empower women, preserve
cultural heritage, promote sustainability,
and strengthen India’s global brand. As
the country pursues the vision of Viksit
Bharat, handloom deserves to be viewed
as a serious economic sector. The
measure of success will be how many
looms remain active, profitable, and
capable of attracting the next generation
of weavers.
(Priyambada Jayakumar is a historian,
public speaker, handloom advocate, and
the author of “The Man Who Fed India’)

From the Swadeshi Movement’s boycott of British textiles to Mahatma Gandhi’s adoption of
the spinning wheel as a symbol of self-reliance, weaving became an instrument of economic
resistance and national identity.

Fagelt smeierst anT fofeer aeat & afgshR & ol AGIeAT ITelt CanRT TR T ITcATAIRAT &
Sclieh o & & 37TeATe ofeh, Ta1$ M JFRTE 3R ISET Ggee 1 Teh eI e TS|

National Handloom Day, marked on August 7, commemorates the launch of the Swadeshi
Movement in 1905 and honours generations of Indian weavers.

USERT YT f&aH, ST 7 39T hT HAIT ST &, 1905 F Fagelt HSYereT o YIRS T il &
FAIT ST § 3R ST Jovat o1 fifet &t Fottet Farr 51

A legacy beyond craft
freT & @Y v e

Today’'s handloom sector is often viewed as a small artisanal activity — important culturally
but peripheral economically.

TS & FUFHTET 8 I HFE Ueh BIET & e AR & & 7 S@r Srar § — S wiehfas
I H AGcdqUT &, elfchet 3TTYeh &9 & AMloT |

Long before the Industrial Revolution transformed manufacturing in Europe, India’s
handlooms were among the world’s greatest industrial enterprises.

3iten A shifer SR QT  fATAAT Y srereret & g Teel, HRA  §UHH favd & Gy 53
e IeTAT F enfAer o
Indian textiles travelled across continents, powered global trade and established India’s
reputation as one of history’s foremost manufacturing economies.

Wmm@ﬁ%w@,ﬁﬁmmﬁﬁaﬁimﬁsﬁmﬁm
Ao 3rfcaawam3it & & v & w0 7 yfafad faram

Handloom was the backbone of India’s manufacturing strength and one of the foundations of

its global ineuence.

gUHET R 1 fafasior afFa At fig 31k 3T afawh in-uence & @ ITURT A & T 7|
The sector remains far more signiscant than it is generally acknowledged.

TE &1 FAI: FANDR (6T STl HY TelelT 37 el Ak Fgeaqol 571 g3 &
It provides livelihoods to more than 35 lakh weavers and allied workers across over 31 lakh
households, with women constituting nearly 70% of the workforce.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page39



TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

I% 31 A & 3rftre afart 7 35 ore & e geradt 3 wagy #fAwi @1 3shiae yere wtar
¢, foras AT eeTsar 70% Friae &7 TS FAT 2

It remains one of rural India’s largest sources of non-farm employment while producing
nearly 15% of the country’s cloth despite relying largely on manual technology.

FE FTANT AR H A-HT ASR & T 93 FNl 7 F Teh §AT G317 § 3R FEAT: Ao 37el Tehoileh
TR fAIR Bet o STaISG &2 & STTeTdT 15% F93 T ScdTeeT el ¢

Few manufacturing sectors create as many jobs with such modest capital investment.

sl & TATeTT 81 Sciet het Galt forder & Ay seie) 31fieh AeTeTR it e &

While celebrated traditions continue to enjoy strong recognition, hundreds of lesser-known
weaving traditions face gradual extinction.

STET TTleH TuI3i &t 3137 o SaTdeh Al UTed B, 61 Hehsl ha-7ATcl JaTs TLawid dR-eY
fareIeet 81 & @ T AT T T E

Younger generations are leaving the profession as returns diminish, markets remain
fragmented and traditional skills are no longer transferred within families.

ZaT NEAT 37 A T IS T & Ffh 137 e 1 T8 &, 1ok [IWfSd 4 g0 ¢ 3R IRaRes
lerer 3719 IRART & R gediaia a1 & @ &

Every disappearing weave represents not merely the loss of a product but the disappearance
of centuries of accumulated knowledge, distinctive design vocabulary, and cultural identity.

YA Tae gIcll 11$ sharel Fohalt Scute Y gfer b1 yfAfafRica 76t ach, afess afeat & w@fea
w1, faflrse Rsmeer arserael 3k wiepfa geate & oo gt 1 o gcfieh &

Therefore, protecting handloom heritage is not only an economic necessity but also our
civilisational duty.

safau, gYHTaT farad ST TI&T0T hddl Ueh TS ATaeIFdT &l o781, dfedh FART HFIdRT
aTfeT o

The government’s recent policy and programme support seems to be making a diserence.
THER 1 gifcrar Afeare 3 Friswer Haeh Ferrar & Foa T5aT g1 fus & T B

The National Handloom Development Programme has focused on skill development,
design innovation, technology adoption, branding, and improved market access.

National Handloom Development Programme = &itrer [asmar, Baimser starar, wiezifarhr
AT, SIS 3R AFeT AR TgT R €21 B gl

Greater integration with e-commerce platforms and expanding export opportunities have
enabled many artisan clusters to reach consumers who were previously inaccessible.

§-FHIAY TACHIA & A1 3T ThIEor AR AT & TRt & AEAR F 31eteh R Foggh A
3T SUHNFATI T Tgalel 7 TETH FATAT &, S Tgel IeTehl g & e A

Several success stories illustrate what targeted intervention can achieve.

FS B 3ETeI0T S2ATd & Toh dIferd gedeiT a1 IRUI ured T ThdT g

The revival of Tangaliya weaving in Gujarat, the transformation of Badturang village in
Odisha’s Sambalpur district and the growing popularity of Siddipet Gollabhama sarees
demonstrate that traditional crafts can thrive when design, market access and institutional
support converge.

ST A Tangaliya FaT$ FT TR, 3FAT & Sambalpur &/ & Badturang a1ia &1
gRacis 31X Siddipet Gollabhama Hf3AT Fr e i adr T8 gifd & & Sia 39rs<T, sk
g R FEATIT FETHT Teh T ATl §, AN IRARF RIeq el-er Teohl 81

It was more than just a fashion statement when Brad Pitt wore a handcrafted shirt in the
traditional Tangaliya weave in the F1 «Im.

9 Brad Pitt s¥ F1 «Im & YRR Tangaliya weave § it gEdfeiteid 2IC Ugsil, dl Ig shdel
U theld TeeHT T Tl 37T AT
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The Oece of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms, in collaboration with
UNESCO, has initiated the identiecation and documentation of India’s languishing and
endangered weaves.

O-<ce of the Development Commissioner for Handlooms & UNESCO & HgJd1eT & HRJ &l
ACTITT 3R HeheIEe ToATS TORIHT Y gl 3R SEdTaoiienor I fHar gl

This should be extended to every nook and corner of the country.

3 82 & g et 3R 817 T faearRa fasar s anfgwl

This aligns with Textiles Secretary Neelam Shami Rao’s focus on promoting India’s rich,
Geographical Indication (Gl)-tagged handloom and handicraft products and
strengthening their presence in domestic and international markets.

g Textiles Secretary Neelam Shami Rao %W%Eﬁaﬁ Geographical Indication (Gl)-
tagged handloom and handicraft products @ ST =¥ TUT EBRe] 3T AT STSIRT #
3R 3UTEYTT AT A & ofe T & TS &

Making handloom aspirational

FYFTE Y HTHIATOT FATeAT

The next phase of policy must shift from preservation to aspiration.
ST & 373Tel TROT F TETOT T 3R TG HTHIETT IR EATT higd fohdT SATAT AR

For younger consumers, especially Gen Z, handloom must become contemporary,
fashionable, and aspirational rather than merely traditional.

JaT 3T, FaAwEHT Gen Z, % AT guavan dae aRaNe of W Ay o, heeaa 3
FTeRTaTTot SeTelr TRV
Celebrity ambassadors, collaborations with leading designers, limited-edition collections,

digital storytelling, and partnerships with ineuencers can reposition India’s weaves as
premium lifestyle products.

ineuencers & WY WIFIGRT SRl hT FaATS TORT3HT T NIATH Siia=elr Seurel & &7 H
QAT T Fehell

The objective should not be to celebrate handloom because it is old, but because it
represents craftsmanship, sustainability, and exclusivity.

3ECT EYHIY T haol STV S8 HeAlAT A1 gleT =GV o g =T &, Sioeh ATV foh Ig
fRreq Flerer, aaar 3 Afrsear &1 A war &

Limited production should become a premium feature.

AT 3cUTeT T Ueh AT farhwdr s s anfgu|

India must also think beyond domestic markets.

HRTT 1 ERe] STSTRT & 3171 8 FaaR vt =i |

The world increasingly values authenticity, sustainability, and handcrafted luxury — all
areas where Indian handlooms enjoy a natural competitive advantage.

%eaﬁmﬁwr,msﬁtmﬁﬁaﬁaﬁmaﬁmgaﬂmﬁmmm%—mﬁ
Tl O &7 & STET TR gUhial h Tarsiass gfaraeicae orst ured g

Expanding exports, however, will require consistent quality standards, stronger branding,
better Gl protection, and vigilant action against cultural misappropriation.

grailieh, fo¥aTel & TaEaR & forT GHITe IOTaar AT, AT FTST, IgaT G| AT 3R
HIEpicleh GRUTNIT o [aoeH Heleh HaTS i ITaLTehdl graf|

Measuring the contribution

QNITETeT T TR eleT
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India should leverage its traditional weaves, which for some global markets are ancient
imports, to build its soft power.

SR T AT TRUR e FoATS TR T 1Y TSThT 3711 IFE TTaT b FoAATOT et =T, S
Fo ARG dTeTRT & forw grehet 3marfaa aegsii & &7 7 W &
Unlike most manufacturing sectors, India’s handloom economy is inadequately measured.

srferenrer fafaraATor 813t & fAuid, TR I gUsar IrdeaaeyT S 9ATd T U 3Meholel oTal TohdT

JTaT gl
Policymakers need reliable data on its contribution to GDP, exports, tax revenues,
employment and household incomes.

Af-fAATaT3t S GDP, foraia, T Trerea, Vet 3R e 3T H 50 ArereT | Fafera
faRaw=ia 3iiehrel T 3Taegehar &

Better measurement will enable better policy and allow the sector to be recognised for the
economic value it already creates.

BT AT ¥ S5 et fAaTor Garar glom 3R 53 a1 &1 38k g ugel & Jiord fhe o @
3t Hea & fov 3T Aegdr e gehah|

Similarly, establishing a national platform through which States, producer organisations and
cooperatives can exchange successful practices would accelerate innovation across the
sector.

ST IR, Th TSET HY T TATIAT, Toaeh ATEIH & [T, 3caGah HI6eT AR TghRT FEATT
el HRVUTTAAT T HTGTT-HeTel & Heb, T &7 H TR 1 Tt FeTel it |
Handloom is not a relic of India’s past; it is a strategic asset for its future.

EUSET AR & 3T &7 39AY 8T & Ig 39 Afasy &Y wreifas gafar gl

Few sectors simultaneously generate rural employment, empower women, preserve cultural
heritage, promote sustainability, and strengthen India’s global brand.

TGl A &1 Teh 1Y ATHIOT ASTIR FFSTeT I &, AfGesit H Feerel eitel 8, AP fereh Faraet
FT HIETOT FIA ¢, AT Y FgTaT & ¢ AN R & SR 718 Y AsTgd FA 8|

As the country pursues the vision of Viksit Bharat, handloom deserves to be viewed as a
serious economic sector.

ST-31 &2 Viksit Bharat & GISCahIUT & 311 96T 16T 8, G i Teh 18I} 3mfeies &1 & & ¥
QT ST A1fRud

The measure of success will be how many looms remain active, prostable, and capable of
attracting the next generation of weavers

I T AT T BT ok fehelal el Aishd 3R pro-table et Tget & TUT AL Y Jarelt iy
Y TR HI 7 HETH 81T B |

How did Google’s Al satellite images raise safety concerns

Google #I Al 393rE Bl & FRam ot ffad F4 agrs

Anew Al feature launched by Google in late July remained active for around a day before it
was pulled down by the company, amidst serious safety and misinformation concerns.

SJeITS & 37T ? Google SaRT Y& I IS Teh 718 Al FFAUT Uil G@RT §TV STl & Tgol I Teh
feret cieh wifshar Y@, STafeh S AT T8I GRAT AR et Farerm Farefl RIATe scveet g5 off|
The launch of the feature and its quick rollback showed how easily even casual internet users

broke past Google’s enterprise-level safeguards in order to create deepfake satellite
images, in spite of the risks they pose.

58 AT &7 died 3R 33 Mer arad T ST Al & foh AT Seieie SuAIeTehdisit = 8
Google & TEIHTFS-FALT F&T IUTAT Y fohcTalt 3T & IR Y forar oifesh 3 Srathes 3uare
SIAAT TT Foh, T 3AY 3cUosT gt Tl ANTRH T
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Russia’s share in India’s oil
imports jumps to 48% in June

The US. Senate has passed a bill that will see tariffs of up to 100% being levied on top 5 countries

importing Russian oil and gas; the Bill now awaits passage in the House of Representatives

M

NEW DELHI

t a time when the
A U.S. looks all set to
enact legislation to

impose a tariff of up to
100% on India for its Rus-
sian oil imports, an analy-
sis of the latest data shows
Russia’s share in India’s oil
imports rose to an all-time-
high of 48% in June 2026.
The U.S. Senate last
week passed the bipartisan
Lindsey O. Graham Sanc-
tioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026 which seeks to levy
tariffs of up to 100% on
countries that continue to
buy Russian oil and gas,
and that were the largest
purchasers of these pro-
ducts from Russia over the
previous year. India quali-
fies for tariffs under these
criteria. The Bill still re-
quires to be passed by the
U.S. House of Representa-
tives before it becomes law.
An analysis by The Hin-
du of the latest data from
the Ministry of Commerce
and Industry shows that
India significantly lowered
its total crude oil imports
in June 2026. In terms of
volume, June crude oil im-
ports at 18.2 million metric
tonnes (MMT) were down
16.5% compared with May
2026, and were 13% lower
than in June last year.
However, elevated
crude oil prices this year
have meant that the oil im-
port bill, while 22% lower
in June 2026 than in May,
was still 40% higher than
in June of last year.
While India drastically

War relations

Each time a recent war has spiked oil prices, India has turned to Russia

Russia’s share in India’s oil import bill
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cut down on overall oil im-
ports, its purchases from
Russia bucked this trend.
That is, India imported 8.7
MMT of Russian oil in June
2026, just 1% lower than in
May, and 25% higher than
in June of last year.

As a result of this strate-
gy, Russia’s share in India’s
crude oil imports jumped
to 48% in terms of quantity
and 48.6% in terms of the
value. Russia’s share has
been rising consistently ev-
ery month since March
and the outbreak of the
war in West Asia.

According to the U.S.
Bill, the tariffs would apply
on a country that was
among the five largest im-
porters of crude oil or nat-
ural gas from Russia during
the 12 months preceding
the date of the enactment
of the Act, and that then
continues to import oil or
gas from Russia after 30
days of the enactment.

China and India are the
top two importers of Rus-
sian oil and India’s rising
dependence on Russian oil
shows it cannot quickly cut
back on this source at a
time when supplies
through the Strait of Hor-
muz are still constrained.

The premium Russia
has charged India for its oil
has been steadily declin-
ing, data shows, from $77.7
per tonne in April 2026 to
$10.6 per tonne in June.
Russia had been providing
India a discount until as re-
cently as February 2026.

Sanctions exposure

The Bill also specifies that
tariffs could be imposed on
countries that have helped
Russia evade sanctions.
The Ministry of Petroleum
and Natural Gas (MoPNG)
told The Hindu that India
has specifically taken mea-
sures to pre-empt any
sanctions exposure.

“It [sanctions exposure]
was pre-empted through
ship-to-ship transfer opera-
tions in international wa-
ters via the Red Sea route
through Yanbu and Fujai-
rah precisely so that a sin-
gle choke point, or a single
sanctions regime, could
not halt India-bound car-
£0,” MoPNG said in a clarif-
icatory note it had sent The
Hindu in late July.

It is unclear as of now
whether India’s actions
would entail helping Rus-
sia evade sanctions.

Apart from Russia, the
United Arab Emirates
(UAE) too saw its share in
India’s oil imports rise to
historic  highs. India
sourced 17.5% of its oil im-
ports by volume from the
UAE in June 2026 and 18%
by value, the highest share
for both so far.

Taken together, this
means that Russia and the
UAE together accounted
for nearly two-thirds of In-
dia’s oil imports in June
2026, the highest-ever
combined share enjoyed
by any two countries. The
MoPNG, however, said that
such concentration was
not a matter of concern gi-
ven Indian oil marketing
companies stand ready to
diversify quickly.

“Indian refineries had
spent a decade acquiring
the logistical flexibility to
switch between crude
grades and shipping routes
the moment disruption
struck, which is the defini-
tion of a diversification
strategy, not its absence,”
the note said.

11A8. Russia’s share in India’s oil imports jumps to 48% in June

ST # R & A AT A T HT R 7o 48% §F

e Atatime when the U.S. looks all set to enact legislation to impose a tariff of up to 100% on
India for its Russian oil imports, an analysis of the latest data shows Russia’s share in India’s
oil imports rose to an all-time high of 48% in June 2026.

U THY H ST AR T AT & $RT & AT T HRA T 100% ek b Yeeh oaTTa & ferw
FHTeTet TeATet T T AR FAT TS & T@T &, AdNAAH HTehst & Faeeivor & o aordr ¢ 3 ST
2026ﬁm%éﬁmﬁw@r%@aﬂwﬁ%%mmwwﬁﬂﬁl
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The U.S. Senate last week passed the bipartisan Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia
and Iran Act of 2026 which seeks to levy tariffs of up to 100% on countries that continue to
buy Russian oil and gas, and that were the largest purchasers of these products from Russia
over the previous year.

AR Weie o el AedTg gfdgeld Lindsey O. Graham Sanctioning Russia and Iran Act
of 2026 TR 2T, fSIHehT 3E&T 3oT ST IR 100% Tk ok SHIMTAT & ST T et 3R I
Gl STRY T 8 3R S oo a9 & W g7 3cdrel & Hodl 93 TER % 8

India qualifies for tariffs under these criteria.
o ATCS] & o AR Yok & GHaR # ITaT 3

The Bill still requires to be passed by the U.S. House of Representatives before it becomes
law.

Hlele Selel & Ugel 3 fa8ges 1 3787 IARFY wfafafer wom & aia gher mawas g

An analysis by The Hindu of the latest data from the Ministry of Commerce and Industry
shows that India significantly lowered its total crude oil imports in June 2026.

The Hindu ZaRT aTOIeY 3R 36T HATET & AdIAdH 3Mehsl & [aReINoT § IdT Teidl & T
HR o ST 2026 H 3791 Fel Fed Aol & AT H SoolGeAd FHal |

In terms of volume, June crude oil imports at 18.2 million metric tonnes (MMT) were down
16.5% compared with May 2026, and were 13% lower than in June last year.

AT & el #, ST # 18.2 Tafagar #lifees et (MMT) Fea e &1 IRITT #S 2026 T Jofell 7
16.5% et AT 3R el a¥ ST T Jofell & 13% Hat T

However, elevated crude oil prices this year have meant that the oil import bill, while 22%
lower in June 2026 than in May, was still 40% higher than in June of last year.

gTolifeh, S8 Y &ed dof 1 St AT oh HROT Aol AT f¥el ST 2026 H FS Y Jofell 7 22%
S glel o STdsfe TS a¥ SfeT T Jefall 3 40% it 2|

While India drastically cut down on overall oil imports, its purchases from Russia bucked this
trend.

STET $TR & 379l Fel A AT A TR Hafl T, T & A 3Hh! T, 57 Tl b TR |

That is, India imported 8.7 MMT of Russian oil in June 2026, just 1% lower than in May, and
25% higher than in June of last year.

371, IR & 511 2026 H 8.7 MMT Tt A o1 3TTATT TohaT, ST HS Y Jofell & sharel 1% A 3R
ool g SfaT T Jerer 3 250 3rfere |

As a result of this strategy, Russia’s share in India’s crude oil imports jumped to 48% in
terms of quantity and 48.6% in terms of the value.

g WA & TRUTHETET, IR & e ool & AT & &7 T REASHY AT & 3R 9T 48%

3R T & ITUR T 48.6% T TG TS|

Russia’s share has been rising consistently every month since March and the outbreak of the
war in West Asia.

A AR e R F ey g @ o o1e & T T TEIERT & #flA IR 96 W &

According to the U.S. Bill, the tariffs would apply on a country that was among the five largest
importers of crude oil or natural gas from Russia during the 12 months preceding the date of
the enactment of the Act, and that then continues to import oil or gas from Russia after 30
days of the enactment.

3ART [T8eh & ITAR, Yook TH & TR 9] giel St IfATATH & o glet B TIw & Iged o
12 FEGAT o ERTeT & & T oo AT YTepicish 3G o Ire A& T3 ATl 3 AT AT 3R S
Jfefeera o] 8ot & 30 feait o o &8 & el IT 3 1 AT STRY Tl &

China and India are the top two importers of Russian oil and India’s rising dependence on
Russian oil shows it cannot quickly cut back on this source at a time when supplies through
the Strait of Hormuz are still constrained.

e 3T HRT T I & & I 92 3T § 3R TG Ol 9T 9RG T JedT fFear e § &
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6 58 W A 390 TG & ol & ekl 76T T Hehdl, T THI H ST G TASATHET o
AeaH A 3Yfel 310 o anferT B

e The premium Russia has charged India for its oil has been steadily declining, data shows,
from $77.7 per tonne in April 2026 to $10.6 per tonne in June.

371ehsT o 3TTER, & SaRT HRA F 39 Al o T Toram Siret arerr MR e ve @1 e, S

39T 2026 3 77.7 STeR it & ¥ TTa ofef # 10.6 STeR Ui &1 3§ a1
e Russia had been providing India a discount until as recently as February 2026.
H AT 2026 Teh gTel &1 3 81 3R ohl FE HeTel I TgT U

Sanctions exposure

wfaeel & g & 31e w1 A

o The Bill also specifies that tariffs could be imposed on countries that have helped Russia
evade sanctions.

Tareraen # Ig off fAferse foham aram & o 3o i O Qe ST ST Hehell © Tiwgiet &4 1 gfararet

¥ g9 F ggIar H g

e The Ministry of Petroleum and Natural Gas (MoPNG) told The Hindu that India has
specifically taken measures to pre-empt any sanctions exposure.

Yeifor 3R wpfa® 3w FAFTeT (MoPNG) & The Hindu & ST fF IR o wfaael & gy ¥
31T & ToRal off ST & Iger & Aehet & ToIw faAy 3ury fpw &1

e ‘It [sanctions exposure] was pre-empted through ship-to-ship transfer operations in
international waters via the Red Sea route through Yanbu and Fujairah precisely so that a
single choke point, or a single sanctions regime, could not halt India-bound cargo,” MoPNG
said in a clarificatory note it had sent The Hindu in late July.

MOPNG & S[effg & 3idl # The Hindu T §ISl 91T Ueh TISEFONHF AlC A hel, ‘& el
SR F 3 & SEH Pl 3R FTAeT H STTT-A-ST8To FEATaR0T HATeAT & ATETH &,
AT 3R FORTE A gl ATel TR AT & STRT Fgel €1 ek 7T I17 27, TP 1S Teh arent-foig
AT 1S Ueh YA SAGEAT HRA STlet dTel Al 1 Ueh o Fah |”

e |tis unclear as of now whether India’s actions would entail helping Russia evade sanctions.
3180 g TUSE 78T ¢ b YR T PRASAT ¥ T o Ifaeel § a9« F Gergar el a7 A7

e Apart from Russia, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) too saw its share in India’s oil imports
rise to historic highs.

& & 37eldT, HYF IS HARTT (UAE) T 81 8T & ool 3T H Rediery ¢fcigrides 3ea &

g

e India sourced 17.5% of its oil imports by volume from the UAE in June 2026 and 18% by
value, the highest share for both so far.
HRT & SfeT 2026 F 3791 el AT T 17.5% AT & YR W AR 18% 7T & IR 9 UAE

J uTed R, S 31 deh gt 3 forT Fey 31 REder &

e Taken together, this means that Russia and the UAE together accounted for nearly two-
thirds of India’s oil imports in June 2026, the highest-ever combined share enjoyed by any
two countries.

TYFT T W, 3H1 3L § 1 ST 2026 A T 3R UAE F FATHT SR & el ITATT T oTars7T 2l-
forers e o foram, it ey ot & el Gy vt 319 e o wardy 1fres wgerd feedendT &

o The MoPNG, however, said that such concentration was not a matter of concern given Indian
oil marketing companies stand ready to diversify quickly.

gTeileh, MOPNG o &hgT foh S8 YehI ohT ST AT &7 fawer a1 &, Frifeh sy et fagorer
Huferat aoit ¥ fafaehetor e & fav IR §)

e “Indian refineries had spent a decade acquiring the logistical flexibility to switch between
crude grades and shipping routes the moment disruption struck, which is the definition of a
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diversification strategy, not its absence,” the note said.

Ale 3 &gl 73T, “HRAT ReEaRal  va gore 3t difaftes addras &Aar Refd & &
fearar &, a2 fondr it saaensT & 3cUeeT gl &1 hed oo & [affee 38 3R ey Awlt & dir
Jeora forar o @, 6T Rafefieor Torehifa $r afemaT 8, o 6 sae sl

FOMO fuels The one-month average d[jll'lll}; rfoofcallsto - 11A8. FOMO fuels Wall Street’s
Wall Street’s NEWS ANALYSIS  has risen to0 0.9, breakout rally as traders pile in
breakoutrally  punish readings in at least fjlu?ggifslﬁgi:ﬂng FOMO & afel TEe T dsft Y Tgrar
as traders " easure of hortterm S&P 500 callskew —a 1T, FN TR T3t T oF aor 3
pilein oy orbets on s, sarp aly mstodks, — QITERCT g

Betting on uncertain future: A general view shows the

New York Stock Exchange, in New York. AP

Reuters
NEW YORK

Fear of missing out (FOMO) is driving a buying

relative to bets on a decline — last week soared to

a two-year high, according to Susquehanna T . .
Financial Gmup a_na]ysjs_ Another sjgn of the o Fear Of m|SS|ng out (FOM O) IS dr|V|ng
ml?liill;;t’s overheatgd conditif;(ns Eomzsgrolg the  a buying rush on Wall Street, with options
Bullish Percent Index, a market-breadth indicator ; ;

that tracks the percentage of S&P 500 stocks mar.k(:"t memcs. ashing some of the most
trading in bullish technical patterns. The measure bullish signals in years.

rose above the 70% mark,pointing to overbought ~ Fear of missing out (FOMO) Wall Street 9

conditions, according to Adam Turnquist,chief .
technical strategist at LPL Financial. ey fir 313' Ca) EEEL -y gl %, KEIC options
Speculative enthusiasm market metrics oo $e asi & Fad doit arel

rush on Wall Street, with options market metrics

flashing some of the most bullish signals in years. Taken tOthEl', these indicators high].lgh[ how : X N R . -
Hendll 7 ¥ $© i ~ashing F @ &1

Easing tensions in the Middle East, falling oil
prices and robust earnings reports have

much markets have been driven lately by

e e momentum and speculative enthusiasm rather e Easing tensions in the Middle East,
has emerged as a distinct driver of the . . . .

iy e o than by fundamentals. - falling oil prices and robust earnings reports

oru?’éﬁ;Ersff:?igf'fﬁef’:é:ﬁ:«fﬁ:g& FOMO never left. It JUS[ wasn’t in the have su orted the market’s C||mb to new

Natomide, | enm forefront of the market,” said Steve Sosnick, chief ' pp .

broken down, and being shortonanabsoleor  Strategist at Interactive Brokers, who sees highs, but some options-market measures

ey e i I I8 investors’ impulse to reach for further upsideasa suggest investors’ FOMO has emerged as a

the S&P 500 in the four sessions through August

4, the benchmarkindex had traded wihina 7% fOI'l‘lil(Of iﬁuranlc]e against }Jeing l;.’ft behind basi the (istinct driver of the ral ly.

the Seerage L25K Fange for rullng thitemorth market rally. “There are plenty of institution . -
the average 12.5% range for rolling three-month .

periods since 2006, The index’s sharp gain came investors who are more concerned with missinga Middle East H AT A Blet, ol sl P H

into even starker relief following a bruising selloff

in Al (artificial intelligence) shares late in July. ra]ly [han [hey are abOI.lt Lhe mal‘ket gomg do“l"n » .
F ars, i s have bees varded f ]
ey de vorbes  Sosnick said. fIRTae 3R Ao 3 Riet o SR it 78

again, with various gauges of investors

enthusiasm for upside wagers perking up.

options-market measures Hehel &d 8 o feid2rent I FOMO 8 dsit T Teh TUSE Q@ wTeleh

TART 3T ¢

“There are several factors, but FOMO is a part of it,” said Mark Hackett, chief market
strategist at Nationwide.

Nationwide & chief market strategist Mark Hackett sT FgT, “&hg &R g, olfehe] FOMO SHET
o R gl

“Most of the core tenets of the bear thesis have broken down, and being short on an
absolute or relative basis is a risk that many are unwilling to take,” Hackett said.

Hackett =¥ gT, “Bear thesis & TSI Fel TR HHASIN I3 1T & 3K absolute I relative
basis 9T short position =T VAT SNTEH § T F T 35T & AT JAR A8 &1

Before a 5.8% jump logged by the S&P 500 in the four sessions through August 4, the
benchmark index had traded within a 5.7% range for about three months — far narrower than
the average 12.5% range for rolling three-month periods since 2006.

August 4 TF & TR FRITRT T3 7 S&P 500 GaRT & & 3T 5.8% STl & Tgot, benchmark
index ST fieT HAEIAT deh 5.7% range & X SRITR T IgT AT — ST 2006 & rolling three-
month periods & 3 12.5% range 3T Jefell # HIthT HehloT T |
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o The index’s sharp gain came into even starker relief following a bruising sellos in Al (artiecial
intelligence) shares late in July.

eI & 37T # Al (artiecial intelligence) shares g’é’ ST Toharell & 91¢ index T T Sod
AR o 178 TIvC T F THA IS

e [For years, investors have been rewarded for buying every market dip.
gt & fAaere! T 8T market dip & WIAGRT et T 18T THerdT TET B

e That’s showing up again, with various gauges of investors’ enthusiasm for upside wagers
perking up.
39 Ig TR oS & a1 &, iR upside wagers & 9T [dereh! & 3carg Y ATae arel [afdeeT
Hehcleh ol )G@T W 8 |

o The one-month average daily ratio of calls to puts on the S&P 500 has risen to 0.9,

among the most bullish readings in at least four years, according to a Reutersanalysis of
Trade Alertdata.

Trade Alertdata & Reutersanalysis & IR, S&P 500 X calls-to-puts @T one-month
average daily ratio §Ga 0.9 8 AT ¥, ST FHA-B-H IR INT & JaIH doil aTel TRT & & TFH B

e Ameasure of short-term S&P 500 call skew — a gauge of how much extra investors are
willing to pay for bets on a fast, sharp rally in stocks, relative to bets on a decline — last week
soared to atwo-year high, according to Susquehanna Financial Group analysis.

short-term S&P 500 call skew WWHM—HTH?EQH%’%FWWETHW@@W
F AR Qa1 3 N AN IR &7a 9T & AT a2 frcrstr TR TR 3o &l AR E —
ﬁvﬁma‘ra&‘rﬁ:aﬁrmwr@aw, VAT Susquehanna Financial Group & fageyor &

9T el

¢ Another sign of the market’'s overheated conditions comes from the Bullish Percent Index,
a market-breadth indicator that tracks the percentage of S&P 500 stocks trading in bullish
technical patterns.

SR $T overheated conditions &T T 37 Tohd Bullish Percent Index ¥ fAedr §, St T
market-breadth indicator & 31X 3 S&P 500 stocks & FTI2rd &Y ATIAT § ST Aol dTel deheilehT
ot H FRITR AR 2

o The measure rose above the 70% mark, pointing to overbought conditions, according to
Adam Turnquist, chief technical strategist at LPL Financial.

LPL Financial & chief technical strategist Adam Turnquist & 3{eT8R, T§ Hehclsh 70% F T
¥ FYT Tl I, ST overbought conditions &Y 3R Tahd AT &1

Speculative enthusiasm
HcCIcAS 3cHlg

e Taken together, these indicators highlight how much markets have been driven lately by
momentum and speculative enthusiasm rather than by fundamentals.

RS TG, T Hehcleh =M1 & T gTel # TSR fundamentals & ST momentum and
speculative enthusiasm & ford=T 31T8& TaTfeld g0 &

Pl
o  “FOMO never left. It just wasn’t in the forefront of the market,” said Steve Sosnick, chief
strategist at Interactive Brokers, who sees investors’ impulse to reach for further upside as a
form of insurance against being left behind by the market rally.

Interactive Brokers @& chief strategist Steve Sosnick = &gT, “FOMO F3iY a7 & AgT 99 I§
AR & TAHTT H T AT|” IoTehl AT © o ¥aerent garr 3N 31t sl &7 oet 3ot i ygfar
TR AT Aol § NS T ST & ANT@A & faeeyr U JavR & AT & &9 7 HIH H 5

o “There are plenty of institutional investors who are more concerned with missing a rally
than they are about the market going down,” Sosnick said.

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page47



[0}

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS

YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

Sosnick =¥ &g, “ﬂ@ra‘g’aﬁ institutional investors %‘a’rarawé::hﬁaﬁﬁgmﬁﬁsﬁﬁ
e AT 1 ol 31fes fRifaa &1

GS Paper Il1: Science and Technology | 11 August 2026

TOPICS COVERED

11A8 | Scientists turn to sharks for hurricane predictions
defas G i sRsgal F R aE AN T@ R T E

11A8 | Quiz

11A8 | How did Google’s Al satellite images raise safety concerns?
Google #T Al HeATSE $A o FaT Fath Riard F dar #i2

11A8 | India’s rst privately-built FFSC rocket engine signals new dawn in space light
R F Tgel forsht w7 & T FRSC e $oter F 37aRat 3316 570 ot &t wahvet foam

Scientists turn
to sharks for
hurricane
predictions
M

rom the killer shark of Jaws to the
F tornado-tossed predators of the
Sharknado movies, films long have

portrayed sharks as objects of summer
fear. But when a shark cuts through the
waters off the U.S. East Coast, it now may
be doing more than hunting. It may also
be gathering data that helps scientists
understand the potential intensity of a
hurricane before it makes landfall.

University of Delaware researchers are
testing whether sharks can serve as
mobile near-real-time ocean-data
observers, carrying sensors that measure
ocean conditions to inform climate,
oceanographic, and atmospheric models.

These CTD tags are small electronic
devices that measure ocean electrical
conductivity — a metric closely related to
salinity — as well as temperature and
depth, as marine creatures to which they
are attached swim and dive.

CTD tags are small electronic
devices that measure ocean

electrical conductivity,
temperature and depth, as

marine creatures to which they
are attached swim and dive

“Animal-borne sensors have been used
successfully by oceanographers for years,
particularly on elephant seals in polar
regions where scientific observations are
scarce,” said Aaron Carlisle, principal
investigator and a professor in the
university’s School of Marine Science and
Policy. Sharks offer a new opportunity in

such research because they are abundant,

widely distributed and easier to access
than many protected marine mammals,
he said.

Until now, shark tagging typically has
tracked only where these fish travel and
the habitats they use. The University of
Delaware researchers select sharks that
can collect the measurements most useful
for hurricane research, and favor species
that surface often enough for their tags to
transmit the information to satellites.
Previous analyses identified shortfin
mako sharks, blue sharks, smooth
hammerheads and juvenile great white
sharks as strong candidates for such
research in the North Atlantic.

“We are really most interested in the
heat content of the top layer of the ocean,
which is known as the mixed layer,” Dr.
Carlisle said. “This is the part of the water
column that really drives hurricane
intensity — warmer mixed layer equals
stronger hurricane — as it holds the heat
that feeds hurricanes,” he added.

The tagging process begins in early
May, when highly migratory species move
closer to the coast from their winter
habitats further out in the Atlantic,
according to Caroline Wiernicki, a
University of Delaware doctoral candidate
in marine science.

Researchers head 50 to 65 km offshore
aboard a research vessel, deploy baited
lines and wait, two to three hours, for a
shark to take the bait, Ms. Wiernicki said.

“The tags are attached to the dorsal fin.
Then every time the shark fins (swims) at
the surface, the tag can communicate and
transmit data to the orbiting network of
satellite receivers,” Dr. Carlisle said. The
tagging process itself is operated “like a
pit crew” in an auto race, he said, and
usually takes less than five minutes.

The tagging is carried out under
institutional animal care oversight to
minimise impact on the sharks. The tags
are attached using materials designed to
corrode and fall off over time. Each shark
also undergoes a health check before
release, as a stressed or harmed shark
may not behave naturally, potentially
biasing the data, Dr. Carlisle said.

11A8. Scientists turn to sharks for
hurricane predictions

e qTe 1 sfasaarh ¥ faw
AH A AT FIWE ©

e From the Kkiller shark of Jaws to the
tornado-tossed predators of the Sharknado
movies, films long have portrayed sharks as
objects of summer fear.

Jaws &I W A& § 1T Sharknado
e 3 gI3T garT 3oTel 7T RAIBINAT a,
RreAl o o THT T ATeh BT ATATT o HT &
v & &7 & T fRar g

e But when a shark cuts through the
waters off the U.S. East Coast, it now may
be doing more than hunting.

AfeheT STa 1S 2 AR & qdff ae & e
ST H AT g, Y 379 98 shd ol RSP &
FET 317 FRT FT W & har &

e |t may also be gathering data that
helps scientists understand the potential
intensity of a hurricane before it makes
landfall.

g U 377ehg oY ThT o TE &Y Thll &, S
éaﬁﬁafra‘mﬂaﬂcwwqgaﬁﬁm
3HET G T S TFST F TErIAT HY

e University of Delaware researchers
are testing whether sharks can serve as

mobile near-real-time ocean-data observers,
carrying sensors that measure ocean
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conditions to inform climate, oceanographic, and
atmospheric models.

3T FreafagaTera & eMeshdl I8 I{eTor Y 3§
& T Fa1 ek A Ade-aredfas-aaT
RO 3T qAAETH & &7 & Hr H Fehahl &,
ST ARTERR T IRIEATAAT Sl AT dTel GE dIhT
Telcl § AR STorarg, Fee- =it qur agss
Alsell &l SATAHNT T&Te HLeh & |

These CTD tags are small electronic devices that
measure ocean electrical conductivity — a metric
closely related to salinity — as well as
temperature and depth, as marine creatures to
which they are attached swim and dive.

I CTD {7 B Saiaeiiee 3UaT §, S ASTERR
1 faeg el TeTehdl — Teh AT ATYCS ST daorar &
ﬁm@maﬁm% & HIY-A1Y JIATT 3R o 4 i
IS oY AT §, aa%amﬁ’rsﬁa’rwﬁmm% aéﬁaﬂ'\r?ﬁmwﬁ’s‘l

“Animal-borne sensors have been used successfully by oceanographers for years, particularly
on elephant seals in polar regions where scientific observations are scarce,” said Aaron
Carlisle, principal investigator and a professor in the university’s School of Marine Science
and Policy.

“qeI- e JeRY 1 g ﬁmmaﬁﬁmwmmm% ey w9
@mm#mmw EHEEIEED
37cTeleheT SEC A 3Tl &, faeafdedmer &
Fehol 31T AT AISH US Giferdl & THTeT 3oy
3R 9M%ET Aaron Carlisle & FgTl

Sharks offer a new opportunity in such
research because they are abundant, widely
distributed and easier to access than many
protected marine mammals, he said.

3-g1eY gl T QMM ST YR & THET H Th
T HAER el Il &, FIfh F TEHET,
T & A fIaRd § 3R S TR T TATenRat i Jerm & 3o Feh Tgo=AT 3T ¢
:i]r;tyll S;)(\e/v, shark tagging typically has tracked only where these fish travel and the habitats

IS A, M T &I ST T 3603 ATHI: ol Tg Il STeTTAT IgT & Toh I AG AT gl
TaeRoT Y & 3R fohet 3TmaTat 1 39T e £

The University of Delaware researchers select sharks that can collect the measurements
most useful for hurricane research, and favor species that surface often enough for their
tags to transmit the information to satellites.

Sama} fereafagarery & Alershcll T 2Tk o1 Tl X & ST THIT T o foT Fardy 3uiah
AT Teh T Toha! & 3R 3 ool & GrafAerar & & S Sdeil 9) dg W 3T 8 foh 37
3T 3YET cToh eIl FHTRA Y Heh |

Previous analyses identified shortfin mako sharks, blue sharks, smooth hammerheads

and juvenile great white sharks as strong candidates for such research in the North
Atlantic.

oo fageivolt 7 aféfeer A e, oo O, T7Y 2o 3R gar e sgrse o &1 38
3redifee 7 $H YR o ITHT o foIT 3ugeFd SFAGaRT & &9 # ggarar 31T 7|
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“We are really most interested in the heat content of the top layer of the ocean, which is
known as the mixed layer,” Dr. Carlisle said.

“&H gIETd H HARIARTR T 39 9d 1 AT AT & o 310+ 3o @a §, 59 g wa
(mixed layer) & &9 H ST SIIAT &,” 3. Carlisle o &gT|

“This is the part of the water column that really drives hurricane intensity — warmer mixed
layer equals stronger hurricane — as it holds the heat that feeds hurricanes,” he added.

TG STA-Ec19T T TG 19T § Sff AecAd 37 qiet Y elterelt Y freife var § — e ot e
W F1 374 ¢ 30 afFameht qwrer — 3ife 36T ag AT H@d @l & S Tl 1 St

YeTeT T &,” 3ogiel heTl

The tagging process begins in early May, when highly migratory species move closer to the
coast from their winter habitats further out in the Atlantic, according to Caroline Wiernicki, a
University of Delaware doctoral candidate in marine science.

AT TaiTeT  Seraa} faeafag@mery i sie¥e et Caroline Wiernicki & 3@, &31 STt
T sk S T BT A YE BT &, ST ATt Jareh Foniferar eelifes # gy Feud 3ae
ScTehTelT TaTat & A o fAehe 3T STt 8

Researchers head 50 to 65 km offshore aboard a research vessel, deploy baited lines and
wait, two to three hours, for a shark to take the bait, Ms. Wiernicki said.

AT Wiernicki =¥ &gl o AMerehell Ueh 3eTEEITeT Gid O FAR gehy de § 50 { 65 foradt gT Sirel &,
IR &l &5 SNAT Srefct & AR Ak & TR A o Forw &Y & efter & T 3 &l

“The tags are attached to the dorsal fin. Then every time the shark fins (swims) at the
surface, the tag can communicate and transmit data to the orbiting network of satellite
receivers,” Dr. Carlisle said.

‘&I g 97 (dorsal fin) I ST ST § | 58 &1 ST 31 A Felg T Al 8, 91 {9
TATRIT IR TohdT ¢ 3R IRPAT FX 1§ 399E NG F Acad F1 37 5aRd X TohaT g, 3T

Carlisle =¥ &gTl

The tagging process itself is operated “like a pit crew” in an auto race, he said, and usually
takes less than five minutes.

ﬁﬁm%hmﬁ@r%mﬁﬁmﬁ@ﬁﬁtajﬁmmﬁﬁm%ﬁsﬂﬁ
A 9t Bete @ oY F37 ga7g erar g

The tagging is carried out under institutional animal care oversight to minimise impact on
the sharks.

T TR 3T I IATH TG o TIT T ofaTTed T UfshaT HEATITe qe] ST FoAaredt & ety
CARCIGIES

The tags are attached using materials designed to corrode and fall off over time.

&I VY YT T 3TANT FHlah oI9NT ST 8, [l THT & T1Y &R 81T 3l & e & fow
ECIEGRERIKIE IR

Each shark also undergoes a health check before release, as a stressed or harmed shark
may not behave naturally, potentially biasing the data, Dr. Carlisle said.

3T, Carlisle 7 FgT for TcAe M FI BISA W gl 3T TR 1 o I 1t §, Fifw
TAATIIET IT TS ATeh FATHTIASh SAAGR w161 i Hebcll, [STHH FHITAT §9 & ST A qarre
3cUeel & HhclT g |
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QUESTION 5 v | Y "

In 1972, a chemist named, Stephanie Kwolek VISUAL: Name this famous
discovered , a polymer fibre that was Hollywood actress who,

together with George
Antheil, received a patent
for a technology to make
radio-guided torpedoes
harder for enemies to
detect in 1942. They
subsequently donated the
patent to the U.S. Navy.
PUBLIC DOMAIN

five-times stronger than the same weight of
steel. In the patent, it was 3_:alled optically
anisotropic aromatic polyaknide dopes. Today, it
is used in bulletproof vests 'and aerospace parts.
Fill in the blank. \

Answers to August 6 quiz:),

1. Dead stars with ultra-powerful magnetic
fields - Ans: Neutron stars

2. Star type formed when neutron stars collapse
without becoming black holes - Ans: Quark
star

3. Co-predictor of red giant stars with
neutron-star cores - Ans: Kip Thorne

4. Unusually younger, hotter stars in old star
clusters - Ans: Blue stragglers

5.Colloquial name for stars being accelerated by
their supernovae - Ans: Zombie stars

Visual: Tabetha Boyajian

First contact: Anmol Agrawal | K.N. Viswanathan
| Shristy Verma | Kaushal Kumar | Isha Agrawal

11A8. Quiz
1. Dead stars with ultra-powerful magnetic fields

e A neutron star is the extremely dense remnant left after the core of a massive star collapses,
generally in association with a supernova explosion.

o However, the clue specifically says “ultra-powerful magnetic fields,” so the more precise
answer is magnetar, rather than neutron star generally.

e A magnetar is a special type of neutron star possessing extraordinarily intense magnetic
fields.

o NASA describes magnetars as neutron stars with the most powerful known magnetic
fields in the universe.

e Their magnetic fields can be roughly a thousand times stronger than those of typical
neutron stars.

e Magnetic stresses can fracture their crust, producing powerful X-ray and gamma-ray
outbursts.

Therefore: “Neutron star” is broadly correct, but “Magnetar” is the scientifically precise
answer.

2. Star type formed when neutron stars collapse without becoming black holes

e A quark staris a hypothetical compact star proposed in some models of extremely dense
matter.

¢ In an ordinary neutron star, enormous pressure compresses matter to densities where
neutrons dominate its interior.

e Under still more extreme conditions, theories suggest neutrons could break down into their
constituent quarks, potentially producing quark matter.

e A compact object dominated by such matter is commonly described as a quark star.

e However, quark stars have not been conclusively observed, and their existence remains
theoretical.

o Therefore, it is too definite to state that neutron stars simply “collapse into quark stars” if they
do not become black holes.

e For examination purposes, remember: Quark Star = hypothetical ultra-dense compact
star composed substantially of quark matter.

Hence, the quiz answer should be treated as a theoretical possibility, not an established stage
of stellar evolution.
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3. Co-predictor of red giant stars with neutron-star cores

e Kip Thorne and astrophysicist Anna Zytkow investigated whether a neutron star could exist
inside another large star.

e |n 1975, they predicted an unusual stellar object consisting essentially of a neutron-star core
inside a red supergiant.

e Such hypothetical stars became known as Thorne-Zytkow Objects (TZOs), after the two
scientists.

e Their models predicted that these objects should exhibit unusual chemical abundances,
potentially helping astronomers identify them observationally.

e The object HV 2112 in the Small Magellanic Cloud was later investigated as a possible
candidate, although identifying TZOs observationally remains challenging.

e Thus, Kip Thorne is correct, but remember his co-predictor: Anna Zytkow.

Exam Fact: Thorne-Zytkow Object = Red supergiant containing a neutron-star core.

4. Unusually younger, hotter stars in old star clusters

e Blue stragglers are unusual stars found particularly in populations such as old star
clusters.

e They appear hotter, bluer and younger than surrounding stars that should have
approximately the same age.

e Their apparent youth means they seem to “straggle” behind the normal ageing or evolutionary
sequence of their stellar population.

e NASA observations indicate that some blue stragglers may form through stellar collisions or
mergers.

e Another important mechanism involves binary systems, where one star receives material
from its companion.

e The additional material can supply fresh hydrogen and increase the star's mass, allowing it to
burn hotter and bluer.

e Thus, they appear rejuvenated despite belonging to an old stellar population.

Exam Fact: Blue Stragglers = apparently young, hot and blue stars within otherwise old stellar
populations.

5. Stars accelerated by their own supernovae

e The expression “zombie star” is informal and does not simply mean any star accelerated
by its supernova.

o NASA uses the term particularly for a white dwarf that survives an incomplete or
unusually weak thermonuclear supernova, such as a Type lax supernova.

e Unlike an ordinary Type la event that is expected to destroy the exploding white dwarf, a Type
lax explosion may leave a battered surviving white-dwarf remnant.

e Some surviving remnants can receive substantial velocities from the asymmetric explosion
and travel rapidly through the Galaxy.
NASA has discussed LP 40-365 as a possible surviving remnant of a past supernova.
Therefore, “zombie star” primarily describes a surviving stellar remnant, not merely a
supernova-accelerated star.

Exam Fact: Zombie Star = informal term for a stellar remnant, particularly a white dwarf
surviving a partial supernova explosion.

6. Hollywood actress who helped develop a system for radio-guided torpedoes

e Hedy Lamarr, famous as a Hollywood actress, was also an inventor who collaborated with
composer George Antheil during the Second World War.
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They devised a frequency-hopping communication system intended to make radio-
controlled torpedoes more resistant to detection, interference and enemy jamming.
Instead of transmitting continuously on one frequency, their system switched rapidly among
different radio frequencies in a synchronized pattern.
Lamarr and Antheil received U.S. Patent No. 2,292,387 for their “Secret Communication
System” in 1942.
Smithsonian records date the patent to 11 August 1942.
Their frequency-hopping concept later became an important development in the history of
secure and spread-spectrum wireless communications.
Important correction: Saying that they simply “donated the patent to the U.S. Navy” is an
oversimplification. The U.S. Navy initially did not adopt their proposed system; later
frequency-hopping concepts found military applications.

’,

How did Google’s Al satellite images raise
safety concerns?

Google rolled back its Al image-generation feature in Google Earth within a day after users created satellite deepfakes that appeared to show

violence, disasters, and other policy violations; the feature raised concerns over the misuse of fake satellite imagery for misinformation and scams

S;'!Qana Venugn]!':

The story so far:
new Al feature launched by
Google in late July remained
active for around a day before
it was pulled down by the
company, amidst serious safety and
misinformation concerns. The launch of
the feature and its quick rollback showed
how easily even casual internet users
broke past Google’s enterprise-level
safeguards in order to create deepfake
satellite images, in spite of the risks they
pose.

What was the Al feature launched by
Google?
Put simply, users could open Google
Earth — the company’s immersive satellite
map of the planet — in order to zoom into
aplace, choose the “create image”
option, and type whatever they wanted to
see built on top of the original imagery.
0On July 30, Google Earth’s Product
Manager Bryan Horowitz shared a blog
post that invited users to “transform any
place,” with Al the process powered by
the company’s image generation Nano
Banana technology.

Google suggested several wholesome
use cases for the feature, such as
re-imagining (not visualising) how
modern-day landmarks looked in ancient
times, as well as generating mock-ups of

completed real estate projects, creating
educational infographics, and giving
real-life locations a fantasy feel. Teachers,
architects, and urban planners were
invited to get creative with the prompts,
and Google shared examples as well.

‘Why was the Al feature taken down?
OnJuly 31, the company posted an update
to its launch blog post, confirming that
the Al feature in Google Earth had been
rolled back over possible policy violations
by others.

“We know that people uniquely trust
Google Earth for a reliable view of the
world. We’ve seen geospatial
professionals using this feature for a range
of useful purposes, however we’ve also
seen people sharing screenshots of
generated imagery that appear to violate
our policies. So we're rolling back this
feature in Google Earth while we work on
implementing stronger guardrails,” stated
the update, adding, “It’s important to
note that generated images didn’t appear
in the main Google Earth experience for
others to see and were watermarked as Al
generated.”

‘While the official notice did not blame
specific parties or provide examples of
the offending images, the social media
platform X (formerly Twitter) showed
satellite deepfake screenshots that
depicted terrorist attacks, human crises,
industrial accidents, environmental

destruction, and more.

Some of these images were generated
by casual users who managed to access
the feature, while others were the result
of safety tests run by researchers. The
deepfakes ranged in quality from
unrealistically violent to highly natural,
sparking experts’ concern.

Many users online criticised Google
over the rollout of the feature, claiming
that the potential for misuse of Al in
satellite images far outweighed any
benefits such a feature could have. Others
questioned why the enterprise-level
safeguards were so weak and easy to
bypass when creating satellite image
deepfakes that depicted violence.

What are the risks of fake Al satellite
images?
Google defended its feature by
highlighting that the Al-generated images
did not appear as part of the public
Google Earth experience. Even so, there
are risks in allowing casual users to create
Al satellite deepfakes for personal,
commercial, or entertainment value.
Watermarks can be easily cropped out
of such media, and the average user may
lack the time and knowledge to further
investigate a suspicious-looking satellite
image — especially if it is presented in a
short-form news video that is shared on
social media and designed to go viral.
Satellite image deepfakes could also be

used to run real estate scams by changing
land or geographic details, to the buyer’s
detriment. Furthermore, these images
would not be appropriate to use in
serious academic projects or scholarly
works.

At a higher level, satellite image
deepfakes could be created to spread
harmful misinformation about ongoing
conflicts, humanitarian tragedies, or even
natural disasters.

This is not a hypothetical danger;
during the Iran war in February and
March this year, the Tehran Times
account on X shared an Al image that
appeared to show the aftermath of
bombing a U.S. target. This was made
with older satellite images, which helped
researchers classify it as a fake.

Furthermore, satellite images
themselves are not a perfect source of
evidence. Multiple regions across the
world have not been accurately updated
over time, either due to inaccessibility or
security regulations that prevent detailed
street-level mapping. India and Israel are
examples of such countries. To integrate
high-quality Al deepfake generation
features into these still fallible yet
necessary resources adds yet more layers
of risk.

The rollback of Al image generation in
Google Earth shows that the world’s
largest internet company is still not ready
to address these basic risks.

11A8. How did Google’s Al satellite images raise safety concerns?

Google FY Al TeTsE FAST 7 GaT watlt Rard F3 der $i?

Google rolled back its Al image-generation feature in Google Earth within a day after users
created satellite deepfakes that appeared to show violence, disasters, and other policy
violations; the feature raised concerns over the misuse of fake satellite imagery for
misinformation and scams.
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oot @S &d ¥, Google of T feaT & #fId¥ Google Earth # 319st Al SAS-STA2 HrER FT
AT of TorT; 38 Brer & arefa a1 AR Gerall & fT denell ACATST SHSRT o g &l olehl
fRfame der i

A new Al feature launched by Google in late July remained active for around a day before it
was pulled down by the company, amidst serious safety and misinformation concerns.

STelE & 3 F Google SaRT Sl T IAT Teh w727 Al BRI ST Teh feeT e Afoha T,
TSTereh aTe; 318 &t 3R arerer e warel Rianait & drer st o 58 ger forn|
The launch of the feature and its quick rollback showed how easily even casual internet users

broke past Google’s enterprise-level safeguards in order to create deepfake satellite
images, in spite of the risks they pose.

38 Bre’ &7 diled 3 8 2frer arad forar ST Ig &1 & o S8 3cuest ST@AT & drasie
A $eIAC 3UANRThdT 8l Sahes JTATFE FAS Tellel o 1T Google T TEHTFS-FA{T FI&TT
39T T fohdetT 3T & IR & 31T

What was the Al feature launched by Google?
Google gaRT Al frT 1T Al HrER 47 4T?

Put simply, users could open Google Earth — the company’s immersive satellite map of the
planet — in order to zoom into a place, choose the “create image” option, and type whatever
they wanted to see built on top of the original imagery.

T 2l H, 3UARTHAT Google Earth — &ueT & gt & sATIT Aese AT — P WierT
Tl TTeT TR S X Thd 3, “create image” fshed TeT Hehd ¥ 3R 7T SHS & IR SN F

aﬂaaaﬁgva@maﬁa,ﬁasqum

On July 30, Google Earth’s Product Manager Bryan Horowitz shared a blog post that invited
users to “transform any place,” with Al, the process powered by the company’s image
generation Nano Banana technology.

30 @S &I Google Earth & Product Manager Bryan Horowitz & Teh saifer 41 | fohaT,
TSI 3YLRTHAT3IT FT Al & AT & “transform any place” & T 3R fohar aram a7 3k
g YT AT sl SHST STe2T Nano Banana technology GaRT Farferd &t

Google suggested several wholesome use cases for the feature, such as re-imagining (not
visualising) how modern-day landmarks looked in ancient times, as well as generating
mock-ups of completed real estate projects, creating educational infographics, and giving
real-life locations a fantasy feel.

Google o $H HIER & &S FHRIcHS STANT ST, S Ig Tl Hodel el (F [ areciaes &7
& ferre) for Ay T wae & Forer areher e F 4 e &, @ & qob & g Raer veee
IRASTAT3T F Al -37T TIR AT, AfF =P IhFH ST 3R aeafas TUAT I Freafas
FAE YT T |

Teachers, architects, and urban planners were invited to get creative with the prompts, and
Google shared examples as well.

fRreTl, aRgeRT iR AEd ANSeFRT 1 Uirce 3 T FWellcHs TN e & forw AT fomar
I 3R Google = 38% 38T 8T TT=T fhU|

Why was the Al feature taken down?

Al BRI & F4T gSH—T I1AT?

On July 31, the company posted an update to its launch blog post, confirming that the Al
feature in Google Earth had been rolled back over possible policy violations by others.
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o 31 FeT$ HI HYA o YA SAleel SelIT G H Teh 3IST STRT b, Forerat gise r 18 o 3w
SN GaRT FHTTAT 9T Seagsil o HRUT Google Earth 3 Al IR & ara¥ of fora a3 21|

e “We know that people uniquely trust Google Earth for a reliable view of the world.

o GH SR & T gferar 1 faeaw=ia g2 d@at & foIw oler faQy &9 & Google Earth 9X $i1m
Eaokdl
o We've seen geospatial professionals using this feature for a range of useful purposes,

however we’ve also seen people sharing screenshots of generated imagery that appear to
violate our policies.

o A o-FuIfere QA (geospatial professionals) T 38 HraR &1 S 3uANAT 3t & faw
SEHTEN I ST ¥, BTElh Gt alalt ahY STorte i1 918 oo ah (Y ShIerRile Tl el U 3
2@ & S gAr At &1 sedas s ydid @ &1

o So we're rolling back this feature in Google Earth while we work on implementing stronger
guardrails,” stated the update, adding, “It's important to note that generated images didn’t

appear in the main Google Earth experience for others to see and were watermarked as Al
generated.”

+ 30T §4 Google Earth & 38 hIeR &I a1qd o ¢ &, STafeh g T Horad GIa 3urat
(stronger guardrails) @ o] Si=t IR 1A F I 8,” IISC H el a1 3R 3TN SIsT 3131, “Tg
T TGAT HedqUT § foh STeike &l 378 $AT g@’l & W= & Tl 7&T Google Earth 3efsia 7
fe@ms AT &t & iR 357 W Al generated ﬂmwgm o)’

¢ While the official notice did not blame specific parties or provide examples of the offending
images, the social media platform X (formerly Twitter) showed satellite deepfake
screenshots that depicted terrorist attacks, human crises, industrial accidents,
environmental

o gTdTP IMARIRG Afew & Fd fafRise geT Y Sy A& s8wr 737 317 7 & 3mafoes s7s &
3CTE0T W 1T, ifehet Wierer #f3AT caewist X (TF 7 Twitter) T 0 Hease Sratheh Bhiefelic

e destruction, and more.

o T 3k 3 gea? RRwrs a1s o)

e Some of these images were generated by casual users who managed to access the feature,
while others were the result of safety tests run by researchers.

o TTH U ST FH O HAIT STANTHeAT3T SR 171 1 2T, S $8 B s I ot H ohed g,
STafeh 3= gAST it garT fHT e et wdieror 1 gRorme o

e The deepfakes ranged in quality from unrealistically violent to highly natural, sparking
experts’ concern.

o o1 S1Ythen I I[UTAT IAREAfa® T F fFFs § AT Iy Fannfas o o, forad faawei &
I YT €51

e Many users online criticised Google over the rollout of the feature, claiming that the potential
for misuse of Al in satellite images far outweighed any benefits such a feature could have.

o 3TACgeT S SUATRATIHT o TH HIER T YE el I A Google FY Jrelrer=r I 3 grar
T o ASelIge SAST H Al & GEUNIT S HHIGAT 38 e o hrek A et arel fondit il oret & gl
37T T

e Others questioned why the enterprise-level safeguards were so weak and easy to bypass
when creating satellite image deepfakes that depicted violence.

o 31T AN o TATeT 361 foh BT g2iiet arel TATase SHS SIthes ST FHT TeIUBA-Faid
&I 3UR 3l AN 3R IR § IR T ST Ao 3t |

What are the risks of fake Al satellite images?

Ahell Al eaTsE 3T F FATA@A &2
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Google defended its feature by highlighting that the Al-generated images did not appear as
part of the public Google Earth experience.

Google & 39+ HTIR T ST el §T $H ST T IR T o Al G@RT 9118 1§ FAST Aot foreh
Google Earth 3ie[37d o o & &9 & fewrs =fgl it |

Even so, there are risks in allowing casual users to create Al satellite deepfakes for
personal, commercial, or entertainment value.

T oft, AT ITARTRATHT S SATFAITd, AT IT AARST & 36627 F Al Hearge
Brqtheh Tallel T HTHT ol H ST §l

Watermarks can be easily cropped out of such media, and the average user may lack the
time and knowledge to further investigate a suspicious-looking satellite image — especially if

it is presented in a short-form news video that is shared on social media and designed to go
viral.

A AT A ATeTATE HT AT F FIEHT FSHT ST FohelT &, 3R Tk WA 3TANThT & I
Hfeaer fe@at arelr ST A T 3T AT Flel o TolT FHI 3R FATTRRT T FHAT gF Fehell § —
AT & & q«, ST 39 Arered AT 9T T@reA fF0 370 3R IRR 8l & T a70 1w fRed aive-
A w gt NS F gEga o g

Satellite image deepfakes could also be used to run real estate scams by changing land or
geographic details, to the buyer's detriment.

I & sitanfers [aarolt st ageret earse sHAT Sathes T 30T RIS TRE HeTa Hie &
v s foram o1 Teha &, o WhER Y STt 8 Thell |

Furthermore, these images would not be appropriate to use in serious academic projects or
scholarly works.

saas 3ifafkard, 3o Saor &1 39N a3 ariores TRt ar Rg@arget w it 37 wer 3fRa
T8l gam|

At a higher level, satellite image deepfakes could be created to spread harmful
misinformation about ongoing conflicts, humanitarian tragedies, or even natural disasters.

S E TR, ST HEST, AT ATATEAT IT T ofeh foh Fepicieh 3MUeT3i & IR H gifasns
e FAAT hollel o T ATeASE AT STtheh TATT ST Hebe! 8|

This is not a hypothetical danger; during the Iran war in February and March this year, the
Tehran Times account on X shared an Al image that appeared to show the aftermath of
bombing a U.S. target.

Ig IS FleTieish WAl 76 8, wﬁmﬂaﬁwﬁ#%w%a’ha X WX Tehran Times &
37RI3CT of Teh Al SHST AT I, TIas 0T Udid g W& AT foh ag fohdl 37ART ofeg I} IH TRy &
a1e; < Reufar feam W 2

This was made with older satellite images, which helped researchers classify it as a fake.

SO QA ATATFE AT ohT 3TN Fleh ST1AT I1AT AT, TSTEH AMerehcl 1311 T 58 wTeholl o &7 &
gafiehe] el H Hag THeT|

Furthermore, satellite images themselves are not a perfect source of evidence.

saa stfafiaa, deamse s o o e 7 i R wia =18t §

Multiple regions across the world have not been accurately updated over time, either due to
inaccessibility or security regulations that prevent detailed street-level mapping.

o 8 & S AT ol FHY & AT FEMh T A HIST AT [ohal I AT, TSrarenT hroT & A TgT
T 37811 AT JR&T Wareh ot €, S faecy o Eie-olaer AT &1 Uehct 81

India and Israel are examples of such countries.

AR R RIS T 220 o 3eTeIoT B

To integrate high-quality Al deepfake generation features into these still fallible yet
necessary resources adds yet more layers of risk.
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et 3187 8f ol Sifhet JTaearsh HATUT & ST-ToradT AT Al Siaheh STATT Bret T
T FAT ATEH I 3R 1o Rl s g1

The rollback of Al image generation in Google Earth shows that the world’s largest internet

company is still not ready to address these basic risks.

Google Earth & Al $HST STAT T AT TorT ST 2Tl & T gl i aa@ 987 gexaie
et 378t 8 57 gferacy ST & fdes & fav IR ad 81

India’s first privately-built FFSC rocket
engine signals new dawn in space flight

Globally only three commercial companies have successfully developed high thrust FFSC engines, which are SpaceX and Stoke Space, both from the

United States of America, and Land Space from China; the Bengaluru-based space company is the first Indian entity to develop this engine

NEWS ANALYSIS
Hemanth C.S.

The story so far: A Benga-
luru-based space firm, As-
trobase Space Technolo-
gies, on August 7 unveiled
India’s first privately-built
800 kN Full-Flow Staged
Combustion (FFSC) LOX-
Methane rocket engine
named EVEREST.

This makes India the
fourth nation to have FFSC
engine technology after
Russia, USA and China.

High thrust

The FFSC rocket engines
are very powerful engines
where the propellant flows
from the tank or the source
to the rocket engine’s com-
bustion chamber.

Staged combustion ref-
ers to combustion taking
place in two stages whe-
rein the fuel flows into the
rocket engine from one
side and the oxidiser from
the other side.

In the case of a staged
combustion, the engine
fuel is injected in relatively
small quantities while oxi-
diser is on the higher side.
The fuel and oxidiser
which is burnt and gases
generated out of it are used
for turning the turbines
connected to the pump.

The gases generated are
not left to the atmosphere
but put back into the rock-
et combustion chamber
ensuring that the propel-
lant is utilised and not

wasted.

Key differentiator

FFSC engines are one of
the most advanced liquid
rocket engine architec-
tures. Neeraj Khandelwal,
co-founder and Chief Exec-
utive Officer of Astrobase,
told The Hindu that unlike
conventional rocket en-
gines —where only a por-
tion of the propellants is
used to drive the turbo-
pumps- the FFSC engine
routes both the fuel and
the oxidiser through sepa-
rate pre-burners before
they enter the main com-
bustion chamber.

“This allows the turbo-
pumps to operate more ef-
ficiently while ensuring
that all of the propellants

Frontier tech: The Full-Flow Staged Combustion LOX-Methane rocket engine. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

The firm has been
selected under Indian
National Space
Promotion and
Authorisation Centre’s
Technology Adoption
Fund for development
of the rocket engine

ultimately contribute to
generating thrust.

The architecture offers
several long-term advan-
tages. It enables high pro-
pulsion efficiency, sup-
ports  precise throttle
control and is well suited
for reusable launch sys-
tems.

When paired with LOX-

Methane propellants, it al-
so benefits from cleaner
combustion, which can
simplify  refurbishment
and support faster turna-
round between missions,”
he said.

FFSC’s importance
While the FFSC cycle is sig-
nificantly more complex to
design and develop than
conventional engine cy-
cles, it is widely regarded
as an architecture that can
support reliable, high-per-
formance and reusable
launch vehicles, said Mr.
Khandelwal, who founded
Astrobase Space Technolo-
gies in 2024 with former IS-
RO (Indian Space Research
Organisation) scientist De-
vakumar Thammisetty.

“At Astrobase, we see
this as an important tech-
nology for building indige-
nous launch capability and
strengthening India’s long-
term access to space,” he
said.

In rocket science FFSC
engines are considered to
be very challenging tech-
nology which is more effi-
cient over conventional en-
gines. However they are
very complex to develop
and execute.

First in India

Globally only three com-
mercial companies have
successfully  developed
high thrust FFSC engines,
which are SpaceX and
Stoke Space, both from the
United States of America,
and Land Space from Chi-
na. Of these only SpaceX’s
Raptor is the only opera-
tional FFSC engine as of
now.

The Bengaluru-based
space company is the first
Indian entity to develop
this engine and the fourth
globally.

Besides this is the first
time an Indian company
has built a LOX-Methane
high thrust engine which
bats for cleaner next-gen-
eration launch systems.

Reusable vehicles

This development also un-
locks reusable launch cap-
abilities up to 30 tonne to
low earth orbit and a possi-
ble medium lift platform
for launching commercial
and strategic missions for

the Indian Government
and from abroad. The
EVEREST has been built
using advanced manufac-
turing, including India’s
largest  industrial 3D
printer.

Test flight

The development of the
engine started in 2024 and
two years later the compa-
ny unveiled the 800 kN
FFSC rocket engine at its fa-
cility in the outskirts of
Bengaluru. Subsystems of
the engine have so far been
tested.

Fully integrated testing
including the engine hot
fire campaign is planned to
start in next few months at
its test facility Anantapur
in Andhra Pradesh. The
first flight is targeted for
December 2028.

Path ahead

The company said that it
plans to manufacture and
test around 20 engines be-
fore its first orbital flight.
Currently, it has esta-
blished a capacity to build
six to eight engines per an-
num which will be scaled
up to build 60 engines per
annum.

The company has been
selected under the Indian
National Space Promotion
and Authorisation Centre’s
(IN-SPACe)  Technology
Adoption Fund for the de-
velopment of this FFSC
rocket engine. IN-SPACe is
a single-window autono-
mous agency under the De-
partment of Space.
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11A8. India’s rst privately-built FFSC rocket engine signals new dawn in space

ight

R & ggt fsh w9 F AfAT FFSC Wahe ot & srafer 3317 F 710 o1 &1 wahva R

The story so far: A Benga luru-based space *rm, As trobase Space Technolo gies, on
August 7 unveiled India’s erst privately-built 800 kN Full-Flow Staged Combustion (FFSC)
LOX Methane rocket engine named EVEREST.

319 dh FT FHgle: Benga luru-based space *rm, As trobase Space Technolo gies q7
39T T R & Ygol foloil & A fATHT 800 kN Full-Flow Staged Combustion (FFSC) LOX

Methane rocket engine T 3TaI0T T, TorgeT AT EVEREST I@T AT R

This makes India the fourth nation to have FFSC engine technology after Russia, USA and
China.

% ATY AR Russia, USA 3R China & sTg FFSC engine technology I@sT aTell faed &r
T 2T T AT B |

High thrust
39 YUNgel

The FFSC rocket engines are very powerful engines where the propellant sows from the
tank or the source to the rocket engine’s combustion chamber.

FFSC rocket engines 31cdd AfFdAT 31T 8l &, foieTel Wollee & a1 Wid § Udhe S &
combustion chamber de Jargd aiar 1

Staged combustion ref ers to combustion taking place in two stages whe rein the fuel sows
into the rocket engine from one side and the oxidiser from the other side.

Staged combustion & 3721 &I TRUT H glet aTel &1 A &, foTTa SUaT Ueh 31K A Uhe Soled &
yaTfed Biar & 3T oxidiser GEI 3R A JAT HAT B |

In the case of a staged combustion, the engine fuel is injected in relatively small quantities
while oxi diser is on the higher side.

Staged combustion & HIH # SoieT ST 3AETR HH HIAT H Solere [ohaT ST &, ST
oxidiser T AT 3778 il B

The fuel and oxidiser which is burnt and gases generated out of it are used for turning the
turbines connected to the pump.

aﬁg@éﬂﬂaﬂ'{oxidiserﬁmﬂﬁwmﬁqﬁsﬁturbines T GAT o T foram Sirar
gl

The gases generated are not left to the atmosphere but put back into the rock et combustion
chamber ensuring that the propel lant is utilised and not wasted.

Wﬂﬁaﬁa@mﬁaﬁmm, gfee 378 a9 rocket combustion chamber H &1
e S1re 8, S I8 giafRed giar ¢ o Jolieeh 1 392197 gY 3R @ o7y o Sfe|

Key diserentiator

vog faflrsear

FFSC engines are one of the most advanced liquid rocket engine architec tures.
FFSC engines @&H 3=d liquid rocket engine architectures & & Tah g1
Neeraj Khandelwal, co-founder and Chief Exec utive O-cer of Astrobase, told The Hinduthat

unlike conventional rocket en gines —where only a por tion of the propellants is used to drive
the turbo pumps— the FFSC engine routes both the fuel and the oxidiser through sepa rate
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pre-burners before they enter the main com bustion chamber.

Neeraj Khandelwal, Astrobase & co-founder 3iX Chief Exec utive O«cer, & The Hinduthat ¥
dmrr fak conventional rocket engines & faadid — 78T TONGehT & shdel Ueh fgTd &7 3TANT
turbo pumps Y el & TIT AT ST § — FFSC engine $4+ 31K oxidiser g1t &1 H&T
combustion chamber & 9a2T #T ¥ gl 3eTd1-373T pre-burners & FATCIH  YaTgd Il

gl

“This allows the turbo pumps to operate more ef «ciently while ensuring that all of the
propellants ultimately contribute to generating thrust.

“TE turbo pumps T 3ok FAAT & FTToIT el T IFATT ST 8 R TE FATRTT AT &
o T8l guligeh 3dd: thrust 3cdeel et H JEHT ¢ |

The architecture osers several long-term advan tages.

g architecture &g dYHhIford AT YT HIAT &

It enables high pro pulsion esciency, sup ports precise throttle control and is well suited for
reusable launch sys tems.

Ig 3T propulsion efficiency T&TH AT §, T throttle control ST TAYT T § 3R
reusable launch systems %WW%I

When paired with LOX Methane propellants, it al so benerts from cleaner combustion, which
can simplify refurbishment and support faster turna round between missions,” he said.

9 38 LOX Methane propellants & I ST SITAT &, ) ST TITS &g ol oreT Y Aerar g,
S refurbishment &t T §1T GehaT & 31X A& & i <1 turnaround & GgR—IAT T Gl 8,

3eglel el

FFSC’s importance
FFSC &l Agcd

While the FFSC cycle is sig niscantly more complex to design and develop than conventional
engine cy cles, it is widely regarded as an architecture that can support reliable, high-per
formance and reusable launch vehicles, said Mr. Khandelwal, who founded Astrobase
Space Technolo gies in 2024 with former IS RO (Indian Space Research Organisation)
scientist De vakumar Thammisetty.

Mr. Khandelwal, %IE"IFTZOZMET‘CI‘\?‘{ IS RO (Indian Space Research Organisation) scientist
De vakumar Thammisetty o & Astrobase Space Technolo gies T TAT9aAT Fr oY, ¥ gr
f& FeATT FFSC cycle #I conventional engine cycles T JoieT  f3sirgeT 31X fash i@ shear
Frhr 31T Sifeer &, T 8ff 58 cam9eh ®T & VT architecture AT ST § oI {9291, 3T4-
geeTeT arer 3R reusable launch vehicles &7 TFYT # Tl g

“At Astrobase, we see this as an important tech nology for building indige nous launch
capability and strengthening India’s long term access to space,” he said.

3-gisl haT, “Astrobase & &7 38 indigenous launch capability s fad st 3R 3iaRer s
Wﬁmqﬁﬁﬂm@miﬁwwwm%wﬁm%l”

In rocket science

CTACE K]

FFSC engines are considered to be very challenging tech nology which is more e cient over
conventional en gines.

FFSC engines & 37cdd g?ﬁ?ﬁgr\v‘r deheileh HTAT SITT &, ST conventional engines T et H
3ifereh Faa B
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However they are very complex to develop and execute.

gTeli[eh, Sog [ah fAd LT 3R FRATfead e 31cdd AfeaT &1

First in India
HRT & U

Globally only three com mercial companies have successfully developed high thrust FFSC
engines, which are SpaceX and Stoke Space, both from the United States of America, and
Land Space from Chi na.

49 T O dhael et aTfoIfcsh Suferdl F Hherdrgde 3= thrust aTel FFSC engines
Tafad fu §, T SpaceX 31X Stoke Space, @1 United States of America &, 9T Land

Space China ¥ &l
Of these only SpaceX’s Raptor is the only opera tional FFSC engine as of now.
So18 dcTHTeT H Shad SpaceX’s Raptor g operational FFSC engine &1

The Bengaluru-based space company is the erst Indian entity to develop this engine and the
fourth globally.

Bengaluru f&aa Ig 3iaReT FUeIT 5T §o7eT o [ARTAT et dTell Igell AR 3H1S 3R Rea
FaT qT el S

Besides this is the rst time an Indian company has built a LOX-Methane high thrust engine
which bats for cleaner next-gen eration launch systems.

3% 37T, TE Igoll X g S fohdl AR $YaiT of LOX-Methane high thrust engine ST
&, 51 3178 TaTo next-generation launch systems & &7 # |

Reusable vehicles
I AT I8

This development also un locks reusable launch cap abilities up to 30 tonne to low earth
orbit and a possi ble medium lift platform for launching commercial and strategic missions for
the Indian Government and from abroad.

g [ low earth orbit @& 30 tonne & reusable launch capabilities I T TETH AT S
3R R TR T2T fagel & commercial 3R strategic missions & F&YqoT & forw Fanfaa
medium lift platform =T AR @edT §1

The EVEREST has been built using advanced manufac turing, including India’s largest
industrial 3D printer.

EVEREST &I 37aAd fAfaHTUT deheiehl ST 3UANIT shieh IATAT IAT &, Torge AR T T g7
iteanfere 3D printer 8 enfAe g1

Test ¢ight
qd1&ToT 33T

The development of the engine started in 2024 and two years later the compa ny unveiled the
800 kN FFSC rocket engine at its fa cility in the outskirts of Bengaluru.

Wﬂﬁ?ﬂ-‘lzomﬁ%ngﬁaaﬁaﬁé?q?ﬁﬁBengaluru o STERY &1 # 39l giauT
800 kN FFSC rocket engine & 31TavoT faa|

Subsystems of the engine have so far been tested.

379 TTh $oiel o subsystems T TRI&TOT T ST T B |

Fully integrated testing including the engine hot ere campaign is planned to start in next few
months at its test facility Anantapur in Andhra Pradesh.
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sfel & hot *re campaign Afgc 0T & ¥ Tehlhe GL&TUT 39Tl 6 FHglell # Anantapur in

Andhra Pradesh T&d gaehT qQ1&ToT GIAem 7 & e ST AT g |
o The erst «ight is targeted for December 2028.

ggell flight 3T ol&T December 2028 T@T AT g |

Path ahead
M AT

e The company said that it plans to manufacture and test around 20 engines be fore its erst
orbital «ight.

FYAT F gl fh g 379=1T ggell orbital flight 3 Tger ST9T3T 20 engines T AT 31T gdigor
FTeT T ANSTAT FAT T &

e Currently, it has esta blished a capacity to build six to eight engines per an num which will
be scaled up to build 60 engines per annum.

TAATT H 30 9T 99 B¢ & TS engines FeI1a ST &77dT TR Y &, TS Jere ufd a¥ 60
engines SeiTel deh of ST ST

e The company has been selected under the Indian National Space Promotion and
Authorisation Centre’s (IN-SPACe) Technology Adoption Fund for the de velopment of
this FFSC rocket engine.

3 FFSC rocket engine & Taed & folT &usir &l T3« Indian National Space Promotion

and Authorisation Centre’s (IN-SPACe) Technology Adoption Fund & dgd fohar T g
o IN-SPACEe is a single-window autono mous agency under the Department of Space.

IN-SPACe Department of Space & 314l s single-window autonomous agency gl

GS Paper Il1: Environment 11 August 2026
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11A8

Agasthyamalai eviction orders still silence Forest Rights Act

ITECTAATE F Je@elt F IS 37 oft a7 yWFR AP A AT @ E

A six-month-old Indian vulture (Gyps indicus) being
released at the Sri Ramadevarabetta Vulture Sanctuary
in Ramanagara, Karnataka. The

The vulture had been rescued and treated by the People
for Animals (PfA) Wildlife Hospital in coordination with
the Forest Department.
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Agasthyamalai eviction orders
still silence Forest Rights Act

The FRA does not

ire that traditional forest-dwellers need to @
rohibit commercial activities on all forest lands -

/ the land they are claiming for three generations before 2005 nor does it
yet the administration and the judiciary have hampered its implemel

C.R. Bijoy

ngry outbursts and tears of
desperation swept the hillsides
in the Agasthyamalai Biosphere

Reserve (ABR), particularly in
‘Theni. In the last few weeks, the Forest
Department has issued eviction notices to
thousands of households on the Tamil
Nadu side alleging they had encroached
on forest land.

Based on the findings and
recommendations of the Central
Empowered Committee (CEC), the
Supreme Court directed a time-bound
encroachment eviction plan,
rehabilitation where applicable, legal
action against wilful violators, and
post-eviction ecological restoration.

It also imposed additional penalties
against 118 government servants found to
be encroachers, and ordered the
dismantling of all structures, uilities,
logistical facilities, etc. within encroached
forest areas.

Finally, the Bench prohibited the
diversion of forest land or the start of new
non-forest activities within the ABR until
all encroachments had been removed.

Likewise, it granted immunity from
prosecution to all forest, police, revenue,
and other officials involved in surveying,
demarcating, and removing
encroachments as part of this exercise
except in cases involving mala fide or
arbitrary action. Significantly, the court
directed the e recommend the

Tamil Nadu and Kerala. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

In fact, in the recent hearings, the
Supreme Court should have hauled up

The Supreme Court directed a
time-be

the recalcitrant for
poor FRA implementation. The Tribal
Department, which is the nodal

forces if the
Tamil Nadu g(wemmuu failed to comply
with the court's directions.
The State is also to decide on the
utilisation, retention, relocation or
removal of all s and other

impl the Act, has
also been problematically silent over
these infirmities.

eviction plan, rehabilitation
where applicable, legal action
against wilful violators, and
post-eviction ecological

at the

(il Kanniyakumari Forest Division:
2 roached
553 persons, of which 237 ha by 47
persons was involved in court cases.
(iv) Periyar Tiger Reserve: About 700
non-tribal inhabitants have lived on tea
estates in core areas since the early 20th

‘The FRA also prohibits authorities from
evicting people who have allegedly
on forest land “tll the

establishments belonging to the Bombay
Burmah Trading Corporation, Ltd.
(BBTCL) in the Kalakkad Mundanthurai
Tiger Reserve, in consultation with the
CEC.

T Historical injustice

Parliament enacted the Forest Rights Act
(FRA) in 2006 to undo the historical
injustice suffered by forest dwellers. It
recognised and vested forest rights on
forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes and
other traditional forest dwellers who had
occupied forest land before December 13,
2005.

‘The FRA provided for a transparent
process for these individuals to claim
their individual and community rights, to
be verified and approved by gram sabhas.
Six-member sub-division- and
district-level committees — with
representatives from the Revenue, Tribal,
and Forest Departments and the elected
members of panchayats - have to
examine the claims and issue titles. Those
forest land occupations that didn't fall
within the FRA's scope could then
become the actual encroachment.

But over the years, State governments,
the CEC, the Forest and

recognition and verification procedure is
complete”. Violating these forest rights
has been described as an atrocity under
the SC/ST (Prevention of Atrocities) Act,
1989, since 2016. Yet courts and officials
have continued to breach this principle.
Nowhere does the FRA produce a
requirement that other traditional forest
dwellers have to have occupied the land
they are claiming for three generations (75
years) before 2005. Nor does the Act
prohibit commercial activities on all forest
lands or cultivating commercial crops
there. In fact, the FRA defines “bonafide
livelihood needs” to include the “sale of
surplus produce arising out of exercise of

Biosphere Reserve

survey of the entire Agasthyamalai
landscape and report within three
‘months on non-forestry activities in
violation of the Forest Conservation Act
1980 and the Wild Life (Protection) Act
1972.

Based on inputs from the Forest
Departments, field visits besides, and the
previous Madras High Court orders
pertaining to Megamalai, the CEC
submitted its interim report on July 10,
2025, and the final report on January 16,
2026. The Court's latest directions were
based on the contents of these reports.
Five of s findings follow:

such rights™. It alk icitly permits.
‘grazing on all forest lands. Yet the
administration and the judiciary have
hampered the FRA's implementation on
these dubious grounds.

CEC’s findings
‘The ABR spans 3,500 5q. km across
Kerala (including parts of Pathanamthitta,
Kollam, Idukki, and
‘Thiruvananthapuram) and Tamil Nadu
(Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, Tenkasi,
Th('m and Dindigul).

protected

even the Supreme Court have ignored this
basic legal fact. Despite the FRA having

rated for two decades, no official has
asked for data on forest land occupation
falling outside the FRA's scope nor has
such information been presented to the
public — making the data presented on
encroachment and encroachers in any
forum suspect.

I\m]al.yJ -Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, the
srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve,
the Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary, and the
Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary in Tamil
Nadu. In Kerala, it includes the Periyar
Tiger Reserve and the Shendurney
Wildlife Sanctuary.

In March 2025, the Supreme Court
directed the CEC to conduct an extensive

"D Seivill gamalai Tiger
Reserve: Around 4,595 individuals
encroached 5,071.2 ha across Varusanadu,
Megamalai, Gandamanur, and
Chinnamanur, per 2020 records. The
Theni district magistrate reported 4,601
encroachers had occupied 5,072.6 ha.
The CEC also recorded 118 serving or
retired government employees had
encroached 15 ha.

(ii) Kalakad- Mundanthurai Tiger
Reserve: Of the 3,388.6 ha of land leased
10 BBTCL - of the Wadia Group - mughly
3 300 ha had been hande

century. is
tuary: 1.

ha had been occupied by tribal people in
Kattilappara and Rosemala settlements.

Petitions dismissed

The apex court's new orders relate to
appeals against the Madras High Court
order denying the petitioners’ claims
about implementing FRA in Manjolai tea
estate and rehabilitating evicted estate
workers. The court subsequently
extended the case’s scope o cover ABR,
inside which the estate is located.

The lease of the 3,388.7 ha of land
leased to BBTCL for 99 years was set to
expire in 2028. The Tamil Nadu
government declared this land to be part
of the critical tiger habitat of the Kalakkad
Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve in 2007,
notified it as reserve forest in 2018, and
issued the eviction notice in 2023. BBTCL
then initiated a voluntary retirement
scheme for its workers.

These workers filed several PILs and
writ petitions challenging the scheme as
well as the State's actions, but the Madras.
High Court and the Supreme Court both
dismissed them in 2024 and 2025.

‘One petition had contended that as the
estate had been set up in 1929, the
workers should be considered for forest
claims under the FRA as ‘other traditional
rasisndn rosbsie ko

rest Department in May 2025. ‘l'he
remammg 89.6 ha housed factories,
offices, schools, common places with
shops, weigh bridges, etc. Their
dismantling was to be completed shortly.
Another 10.1 hectares had been occupied
by 99 families of workers involved in
building the Papanasam Upper and Lower
Dams in 1942.

llers' fulfilling
region for three generations. But the High
Court declared these workers to be estate
employees, not forest dwellers, and
circumscribed them from the FRA's
ambit.

Thus, the historical injustice continues.

(C.R. Bijoy examines natural resource
conflicts and governance issues.
crbijoy@gmail.com)

11A8. Agasthyamalai eviction
orders still silence Forest
Rights Act

IETAATS H gTell & AU 3T
oY g1 R ffAgs Fr Al

FWRE

e Angry outbursts and tears of
desperation swept the hillsides in the
Agasthyamalai Biosphere Reserve
(ABR), particularly in Theni.

IIMETAATS SaHsd IRTAT 837 (ABR)
1 g, faRIvent deft, # 3ehrerqut
3SR 3R forem & 3119 et 71T

e In the last few weeks, the Forest
Department has issued eviction notices
to thousands of households on the Tamil
Nadu side alleging they had encroached
on forest land.

Ao o Aedrel #, o fasimeT A dfAcg
$r 3N e gomt IRART FY 7 3T
ST T Segell & sitfed SRy fopu ¢ o
Segiet a1 37fA 9T Arfarsraror fhar g

e Based on the findings and
recommendations of the Central
Empowered Committee (CEC), the
Supreme Court directed a time-bound
encroachment eviction plan, rehabilitation
where applicable, legal action against

wilful violators, and post-eviction
ecological restoration.

FO R IRATT (CEC) & st 31t RAwiRelt & 3mR W, wafea =« 3
THISCH T AUT-SEGeN Trofell, STl W19] 81 g1 JoAdTd, STeTgiehl Seeltiel el dleil o
Teey HIeeT HNATS TUT Se@ell & a1 TIRTEUfas gaedtaer &1 fder feam|

It also imposed additional penalties against 118 government servants found to be
encroachers, and ordered the dismantling of all structures, utilities, logistical facilities, etc.
within encroached forest areas.

ZHT JTAHHTTHRY 91T 31T 118 WIHNY HATNAN & 3%y ifafked ¢ o sremar g sifaswaa
et &¥a o IR Tl TATAAT3, STNINAT3HT, THe; FIIEMAT AT T EaTd kol T TS fem|

Finally, the Bench prohibited the diversion of forest land or the start of new non-forest
activities within the ABR until all encroachments had been removed.

3, 9 o G TAHACT §TT STt 7ok ABR & $fiar a7 41fr & 31w 39T & wRaeter a1 71
IR-get arfafaferat v resiTd oX ek & &

Likewise, it granted immunity from prosecution to all forest, police, revenue, and other officials
involved in surveying, demarcating, and removing encroachments as part of this exercise
except in cases involving mala fide or arbitrary action.

Y YR, =TT f 3 UihdT & dgd TdeToT, Wiaies 3R 3ifashavr gere & enfier Tefr aa,
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gfed, TSEa T 3 HTAFIRAT 1 311G & T TeT=l Y, ARy 37 AHell & Torerey
GHTIATOT AT HTHTAT FIETS AT 8 |

Significantly, the court directed the CEC to recommend the deployment of paramilitary
forces if the Tamil Nadu government failed to comply with the court’s directions.

Hewa ol §9 J, I11erd o feier feram o afe; affersrg erepr wamarerr o fadeit o1 efarere
FeT 3 fawher TEell &, A CEC 3rdifarss aal & dereht &1 fmiier #¥

The State is also to decide on the utilisation, retention, relocation or removal of all
infrastructure and other establishments belonging to the Bombay Burmah Trading
Corporation, Ltd. (BBTCL) in the Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, in consultation
with the CEC.

ST T CEC & WAL U FeFhs-HSAYE IR R & Bombay Burmah Trading
Corporation, Ltd. (BBTCL) & Hafrd T8y aeR =131 3R 377 ufasameii o 39IeT, TET0T,
TYTATAROT IT geTet & Haer 7 off favig o= g1

Historical injustice

g

Parliament enacted the Forest Rights Act (FRA) in 2006 to undo the historical injustice
suffered by forest dwellers.

e o a1 AR IrfafaasT (FRA) &I 2006 H gariadi ganT siel 10 faerfes seama s gy
F & forw sffaafaa foear o

It recognised and vested forest rights on forest-dwelling Scheduled Tribes and other
traditional forest dwellers who had occupied forest land before December 13, 2005.

SHe 31 FTaTHt TR Stetontardl 3R 37 YRR aeaf@i & ae HRABRT 1 AT &7
3R 3¢ fAfed foham, fSiwgier 13 fe@aR, 2005 & Tl aef 1f& TX hestr foham o7

The FRA provided for a transparent process for these individuals to claim their individual
and community rights, to be verified and approved by gram sabhas.

FRA & §oT STieFcrall & TaIT 3791 safFaera 3R Aefetis iRl &1 arar ohiet 8 Ueh greelt
SIfshaT T TTareNTeT foha, TSiTet Heamdet 3R 3eTAleeT AT W3 @R feham Sier 2T

Six-member sub-division- and district-level committees — with representatives from the
Revenue, Tribal, and Forest Departments and the elected members of panchayats — have
to examine the claims and issue titles.

BE-UeENT 39-Asa 3R orar-vadi afAfaat a1 — S o, sererdi 3 a1 st &
gfafafer Jur gargdr & AaTfaa gerg anfae gid § — arat i Sirg e gidT ¢ 31 AfFR-9T
S A Bl B

Those forest land occupations that didn’t fall within the FRA’s scope could then become the
actual encroachment.

aef $IfA I U o, ST FRA & ERIX A w781 31T &, Jef arecfaesh 3ifasharor Al ST Hehd A

But over the years, State governments, the CEC, the Forest Departments, and even the
Supreme Court have ignored this basic legal fact.

ofeheT ISt & T THRI, CEC, Tt fasmmant 31 et o ¥ wafea sammera o 56 §iAgméy e
aLg & A Hr gl

Despite the FRA having operated for two decades, no official has asked for data on forest
land occupation falling outside the FRA’s scope nor has such information been presented to
the public — making the data presented on encroachment and encroachers in any forum
suspect.

FRA & &Y I § A1 81 & STasie, Tl JTTEeRT o FRA & g3 & 16X 31TeT aTel aeT 8113
Feoll & Faftrd e o761 Al § 3R 1 &1 VN SRRy STofcll & FHaT TcIdl i a1$ § — forad
forelr oft #er o srfarsmaror 3R srfasraoTeRal & Faftra segd sifes @feew 81 o 8
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In fact, in the recent hearings, the Supreme Court should have hauled up the recalcitrant
State governments for poor FRA implementation.

qIEdd H, gTel hT FAaTS T H Haled waa1ed I fSed] o THRT HT FRA & T fhaeage
% foIT STarecg 33T a1few am|

The Tribal Department, which is the nodal department to implement the Act, has also been
problematically silent over these infirmities.

ST fasmr, o 59 AT & fhaeaas & o Aisa Qsmer g, st sa sAATw®
IEGIEGER R R C R

The FRA also prohibits authorities from evicting people who have allegedly encroached on
forest land “till the recognition and verification procedure is complete”.

FRA 31TRsRET &l 367 oliell ol detel it & 1 UehelT &, ToIeT TR T A WHRATTTd
31fAHHOT et T IR §, “TT qF AT AR FeqaeT HT TiFar g8 787 8 et |

Violating these forest rights has been described as an atrocity under the SC/ST (Prevention
of Atrocities) Act, 1989, since 2016.

2016 § 3oT deT TSR &1 Ieodd SC/ST IR faaren srfafazs, 1989 & dgd t&
TR & §Y F FioTd fohar Iram g

Yet courts and officials have continued to breach this principle.
e off =amareral 3R srftreifat & s Rigyia &1 3eegs oM W@ Bl

Nowhere does the FRA produce a requirement that other traditional forest dwellers have to
have occupied the land they are claiming for three generations (75 years) before 2005.

FRA # gl 81 Ig HTaegehdT Tt TRd w181 &1 318 § foh =0 IRIRF aararaal o fore 87fd
39T EIaT TohaT &, 39 W 2005 ¥ Igel diel difedt (75 aul) d dheatl fodT glal A1y |

Nor does the Act prohibit commercial activities on all forest lands or cultivating commercial
crops there.

o & I sfafags gl ao fat w afefoas afafafeat ar agf aftfSas v« fr adt
EIGCRRSCIGIE

In fact, the FRA defines “bona fide livelihood needs” to include the “sale of surplus produce
arising out of exercise of such rights”.

JrEdd H, FRA “aredfas eifast smaeadarsit” 7“8 AfO«RT & vaher § urea srferdy susr
= fashr Y ot enfAer AT gl

It also explicitly permits grazing on all forest lands.

Ig w3l a7 AT 9 TS Y TuSe F9 F oAl o v B

Yet the administration and the judiciary have hampered the FRA’s implementation on these
dubious grounds.

AT off Tt 3 FarraTfereT o So7 Tfeaer 3MeaRT WX FRA & fhaleada 3 aTeT 3cdes] $r 2|

CEC'’s Findings
CEC & forsd

The ABR spans 3,500 sqg. km across Kerala (including parts of Pathanamthitta, Kollam,
Idukki, and Thiruvananthapuram) and Tamil Nadu (Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, Tenkasi, Theni,
and Dindigul).

ABR &7 fa&R 3,500 Tt fradY &1 & Fwer (a# Pathanamthitta, Kollam, Idukki 3R
Thiruvananthapuram & DS AT LA §) amaﬁamg (Tirunelveli, Kanyakumari, Tenkasi,

Theni 3R Dindigul) d& g1

It also covers protected areas as Kalakad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, the Srivilliputhur-
Megamalai Tiger Reserve, the Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary, and the Kanyakumari Wildlife
Sanctuary in Tamil Nadu.

ﬁﬁ?—fﬁﬂﬂ@% Kalakad-Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve, Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger
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Reserve, Nellai Wildlife Sanctuary 3iX Kanyakumari Wildlife Sanctuary S @& &1 i
nfaer €1

In Kerala, it includes the Periyar Tiger Reserve and the Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary.
&{eT & 3HH Periyar Tiger Reserve 3R Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary 2nfae g1

In March 2025, the Supreme Court directed the CEC to conduct an extensive survey of the
entire Agasthyamalai landscape and report within three months on non-forestry activities in
violation of the Forest Conservation Act 1980 and the Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972.

AT 2025 # Fafed #ARTET o CEC &I ¥ Agasthyamalai landscape T SaTqe HA&T0T et
3R Forest Conservation Act 1980 dT Wild Life (Protection) Act 1972 & 3eodd & T ST
W IR-anfareht arfafaftrl ot dier At & iy RO gega et o frder feam

Based on inputs from the Forest Departments, +eld visits besides, and the previous Madras
High Court orders pertaining to Megamalai, the CEC submitted its interim report on July 10,
2025, and the <nal report on January 16, 2026.

Forest Departments ¥ STCd F@=A131T, *eld visits & 31faferd, TaT Megamalai & Faferd g
Madras High Court 3Rl & 3TYR 9 CEC a7 319=iT 37aReT RaiE July 10, 2025 & 3R «nal

report January 16, 2026 Y & T |

The Court’s latest directions were based on the contents of these reports.

=T & AAdIeTd# foreer 3o Rulet i fave-aeg w 3menia 31

Five of its Findings follow:

O i fasey fArafafaa §:

(i) Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve: Around 4,595 individuals encroached 5,071.2
ha across Varusanadu, Megamalai, Gandamanur, and Chinnamanur, per 2020 records.

(i) Srivilliputhur-Megamalai Tiger Reserve: 2020 & 3felg@l & 37]dR, oI3T$13T 4,595

safFadi # Varusanadu, Megamalai, Gandamanur 3R Chinnamanur # 5,071.2 §9a% 8fA X
31faspeoT foma am|

The Theni district magistrate reported 4,601 encroachers had occupied 5,072.6 ha.
Theni district magistrate & ST f& 4,601 fAHATHRINGT 4 5,072.6 §FEAT 3fH T FHeall

F Torr am|

The CEC also recorded 118 serving or retired government employees had encroached 15
ha.

CEC = Ig 8 i 7T foh 118 ¥R A1 Faifarger GIhrY AT o1 15 FFea {8 T
3rfershaoT foha am|

(i) Kalakad- Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve: Of the 3,388.6 ha of land leased to BBTCL —
of the Wadia Group — roughly 3,300 ha had been handed over to the Forest Department
in May 2025.

(i) Kalakad- Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve: BBTCL — of the Wadia Group — &l 9¢¢ 9T &1
IS 3,388.6 FFEAT A F W 1978797 3,300 FFEA A May 2025 # Forest Department &I €T
&rars |

The remaining 89.6 ha housed factories, o*ces, schools, common places with shops, weigh
bridges, etc.

QI 89.6 FFAT $1H T HRAIA, o-ces, TACITN, Gehlell aTel HHT TUT, weigh bridges 31Tie
T

Their dismantling was to be completed shortly.

3¢ EaE hiet T FishaT Qer G hr el |

Another 10.1 hectares had been occupied by 99 families of workers involved in building the
Papanasam Upper and Lower Dams in 1942,

3 10.1 FFEAT A T 1942 7 Papanasam Upper and Lower Dams & 0T 7 anfdter 99
A IRERY & FeaTT = 1@ AT
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e (iii) Kanniyakumari Forest Division: Some 427.4 ha had been encroached by 553
persons, of which 237 ha by 47 persons was involved in court cases.

(iii) Kanniyakumari Forest Division: ST81aT 427.4 FAT A W 553 sqTFal 1 3HTcIshaAoT
foham T, Tores & 47 safFaal garT faHiAa 237 §9FeaR & ~RTerileT HFel # anfde 2|

e (iv) Periyar Tiger Reserve: About 700 non-tribal inhabitants have lived on tea estates in
core areas since the early 20th century.

(iv) Periyar Tiger Reserve: SI9THaT 700 3R-3nfeard faaret 204t erarsdYy & yrer & &R a3t 7
eua o Irmat 7 @ @ €

e (v) Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary: 1.3 ha had been occupied by tribal people in
Kattilappara and Rosemala settlements.
(v) Shendurney Wildlife Sanctuary: Kattilappara and Rosemala settlements # 1.3 gFeaX

A 9T 3nfeare S o shesit & 1@ T

Petitions dismissed

T @ier

e The apex court’s new orders relate to appeals against the Madras High Court order denying
the petitioners’ claims about implementing FRA in Manjolai tea estate and rehabilitating
evicted estate workers.

i SATATe & ST 1L Madras High Court & 38 H1Ger & faseyr il @ dafa €, e
Manjolai tea estate # FRA 9] &¥el 3R Jed@el fohT 1T ST HAhT & GoTaTd Tl
T AaeRTeRdT3iT 3 gTat ot TR A feaT I 2|

e The court subsequently extended the case’s scope to cover ABR, inside which the estate is
located.

b §1G ATl of AT & G- Sl ABR doh TAEdTRd & fear, forae fiar Ig srene Ry
gl

e The lease of the 3,388.7 ha of land leased to BBTCL for 99 years was set to expire in 2028.
BBTCL &I 99 a8 & folT e W &1 a1$ 3,388.7 FFAT 1A I ofiel 2028 F FATC glet arell T

o The Tamil Nadu government declared this land to be part of the critical tiger habitat of the
Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve in 2007, noticed it as reserve forest in 2018, and
issued the eviction notice in 2023.

Tamil Nadu government & 2007 # $& 81f# I Kalakkad Mundanthurai Tiger Reserve &
critical tiger habitat T fg&aT @f¥d fHaT, 2018 7 A reserve forest & &I 3 notised frar 3k
2023 #H Se@el F1 Alfed IR fmar|

e BBTCL then initiated a voluntary retirement scheme for its workers.

38 §Tg BBTCL & 379e Sl & fIT voluntary retirement scheme & |

o These workers ¢led several PILs and writ petitions challenging the scheme as well as the
State’s actions, but the Madras High Court and the Supreme Court both dismissed them in
2024 and 2025.

ﬁaﬁaﬁﬁsﬂmé;w-mmﬁmwwgﬁeﬁaﬁgva% PILs and writ
petitions sled Fi, AfasT Madras High Court 3iR Supreme Court gl f 35¢ AT 2024 3R
2025 #H @IieT & &)

e One petition had contended that as the estate had been set up in 1929, the workers should
be considered for forest claims under the FRA as ‘other traditional forest-dwellers’ fulslling
residence in the region for three generations.

T A1 7 e T a1 ot 6 e I Srene 1929 7 wnfid fama ora a, safere sifdet
FRA & dgd ‘other traditional forest-dwellers’ & & & gf Gt grai & ToIT YT AT ST
IR, Fiifer A ey et & go &t & fovarer r e @ v B
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But the High Court declared these workers to be estate employees, not forest dwellers, and
circumscribed them from the FRA’s ambi

AfheT High Court o 3T SITHHT T gAATHT 78T STedh ST HFTRT B T 3R 3¢ FRA’s
ambi ¥ TfAT T fem|

Forest Rights Act (FRA), 2006

The Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest
Rights) Act, 2006, commonly known as the Forest Rights Act (FRA), seeks to correct the
“historical injustice” suffered by forest-dwelling communities whose customary rights were
inadequately recognised during the consolidation of State forests.

It recognises their legitimate rights over forest land and resources while linking these rights with
forest conservation and sustainable use.

Who is Eligible?

Forest Dwelling Scheduled Tribes (FDSTs): Scheduled Tribe members or communities who
primarily reside in and depend on forests or forest lands for bona fide livelihood needs.
Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (OTFDs): Persons or communities who have primarily
resided in forests or forest lands for at least three generations (75 years) prior to December
13, 2005 and depend on them for bona fide livelihood needs.

Importantly, the 75-year requirement concerns qualifying residence in forest/forest land,
and does not require occupation of the specific land claimed for 75 years.

Major Rights Recognised

Individual Forest Rights: Right to hold and live on forest land under occupation for habitation
or self-cultivation for livelihood.

Community Rights: Traditional rights such as grazing, fishing, access to water bodies and
seasonal resource access of pastoral and nhomadic communities.

Minor Forest Produce: Rights of ownership, collection, use and disposal of minor forest
produce, including bamboo and other non-timber forest products.

Community Forest Resource Rights: Communities can protect, regenerate, conserve and
manage traditionally protected forest resources.

Habitat Rights: The Act recognises habitat and habitation rights of Particularly Vulnerable
Tribal Groups (PVTGs) and pre-agricultural communities.

Rights are heritable but not transferable or alienable.

Institutional Mechanism

The Gram Sabha initiates the process of receiving, verifying and recommending claims.
Claims are subsequently examined through Sub-Divisional Level Committees and finally
decided by the District Level Committee.

The Ministry of Tribal Affairs is the nodal Union Ministry for FRA implementation.

Protection Against Eviction

Under Section 4(5), eligible forest dwellers cannot be evicted or removed from forest land
under their occupation until the recognition and verification process is complete.
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11A8 | English in India, a language that has earned its place

T & 31N, T Y s for e 3rger v rfoia fram &

English in India, a language that has earned its place

hat makes a language Indian? A
recent observation by the
Supreme Court of India has
revived the debate over whether

English can be considered an indigenous
language of India. The debate over the place of
English in India has often been framed as a
contest between English and Indian languages.
Such a binary is both historically misleading and
politically unhelpful. The promotion of Indian
languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Odia,
Kannada, or Marathi need not — and should not —
be predicated upon denying recognition or
patronage to English. The future of India’s
linguistic diversity lies not in choosing one
language over another but in nurturing
multilingualism. English may not be an
indigenous language in the same historical sense
as Sanskrit or Tamil, yet, over two centuries, has
acquired a legitimate claim to belong to India.

A language transformed

The strongest objection to treating English as an
Indian language is that it arrived with British
colonialism. It was introduced to facilitate
administration, commerce, missionary activity,
and what the colonial rulers described as their
civilising mission. In its early history, English
undoubtedly served the interests of the Empire.
Yet, languages cannot be permanently
imprisoned by the circumstances of their arrival.
Their identities are continually reshaped by the
people who speak them. Once English entered
India, Indians appropriated it, transformed it,
and made it serve Indian aspirations rather than
colonial objectives.

By the early 19th century, English had already
become an instrument of Indian political and
intellectual expression. In 1823, Raja Ram Mohan
Roy and his associates submitted one of the
earliest petitions in English defending the
freedom of the Indian-language press in Calcutta.
Later in the century, Dadabhai Naoroji
marshalled his famous “Drain Theory” in English
to expose the economic exploitation of India
under British rule. Swami Vivekananda addressed
educated India in English through his celebrated
lecture, “My Plan of Campaign’, delivered in
Madras in 1897. Mahatma Gandhi himself
translated Hind Swaraj into English, recognising
that the language could carry Indian ideas to both
national and international audiences. To deny
English a place in India is, in some measure, to
overlook the contributions of generations of
Indians who employed the language to articulate
Indian nationalism, social reform, and cultural
renaissance.

After Independence, India indeed found a
place for English. The Constituent Assembly
debates on the language question adopted a

Y.L. Srinivas

balanced resolution. Moved by K.M. Munshi and
N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, it recognised Hindi as
the Official Language of the Union and retained
English for official purposes. Over the subsequent
decades, English has evolved into one of the
principal languages of Indian academic and

Professor of English
currently serving as
the Vice-Chancellor
of Sammakka
Sarakka Central
Tribal University,
Mulugu,Telangana

English is no
longer colonial
and has
evolved into a
language,
shaped by how
Indians speak,
think, and
imagine
themselves

ac domains, including but not limited
to the legislature, the executive and the judiciary.

India has also recognised English as a language
of Indian creativity. The Sahitya Akademi has
treated English as one of the languages of Indian
literature, conferring annual awards. Indian
‘Writing in English has developed into one of the
richest literary traditions in the postcolonial
world. From R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand to
Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth, Indian writers
have demonstrated that English can express
Indian experiences with authenticity, subtlety,
and artistic distinction.

Reach and scale

It is often argued that only a small section of
Indians speak English. This is not exactly the
case. The Census of 2011 reports that nearly 129
million Indians chose English as a first, second or
third language. These numbers make India one of
the largest English-speaking countries in the
world. Nearly 2,60,000 people reported English
to be their mother tongue. A whopping 83 million
identified it as their second language. About 46
million spoke it as their third language. Scholars
observe that the number of Indians who possess
at least a functional knowledge of English may
well have further increased to the range of 180
‘million to 250 million given the rapid expansion
of English-medium education over the last
decade. These statistics suggest that English has
become the language of aspiration for a large
segment of the Indian society.

As an aspirational people, Indians invest
considerable effort and money in education.
Nearly 31,000 schools affiliated to the Central
Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) impart
education primarily through English. So do the
3,000 schools which are affiliated to comparable
boards such as the Council for the Indian School
Certificate Examinations. Let us not forget that
English is also the principal medium of education
inall premier higher educational institutions of
India.

In a wide range of professional fields that
produce wealth and service, English has become
the language through which India engages with
the world. This is an advantage that India
presently possesses over several other competing
nations, and it would be wise for it to continue to
invest its resources in further expanding the
English language skills of Indians.

Italso needs to be pointed out that India has
Indianised English. Raja Rao spoke about it in the

well-known Foreword to his novel Kanthapura
way back in 1938. Just as Canada and Australia
had fashioned their own versions of English, Rao
felt, so would India. That prediction has been
fully realised. Indian English today possesses its
own pronunciation, vocabulary, idioms, and
rhetorical conventions. It reflects Indian social
realities and cultural sensibilities while remaining
part of the larger global family of Englishes.

Taking root

This process of linguistic naturalisation is
captured in V.K. Gokak’s poem “English Words’:
“O winged seeds! You crossed the furrowed
seas/To nestle in the warm and silent
earth./...You ripened into nectar in fruit-jars/That
hung like clustered stars.” Gokak’s metaphor is
striking. English words arrive as seeds from
distant shores, but they do not remain foreign.
They take root in Indian soil, acquire new life,
and bear fruit that belongs as much to India as to
anywhere else. A similar sensibility informs A.X.
Ramanujan’s ‘Prayers to Lord Murugan’, where
an Indian poet employs English not as a
borrowed medium but as a natural vehicle for
expressing Indian mythology, philosophy, and
devotion. Such works demonstrate that languages
are ultimately shaped not by their origins but by
the communities that inhabit them.

Ironically, many of the strongest advocates of
Indian languages have themselves turned to
English when addressing a pan-Indian or
international audience. Kannada scholar and
Inanpith awardee V.K. Gokak argued for the unity
of Indian literature through English in works such
as The Concept of Indian Literature and Pathways
to the Unity of Indian Literature.

Monolingualism has never been the historical
reality of Indian society. India has always deeply
cherished languages that Indians speak in their
homes and among kith and kin. At the same time,
they have spoken in other languages with
considerable facility and comfort. English is not
in competition with Hindi or Tamil. Rather it is a
language that provides Indians with an already
historically familiar bridge to connect with other
language-speaking communities both within and
beyond India.

It is not an important question, therefore,
whether English is an indigenous language. It is
not. More important is the realisation that
through history and literature, constitutional
practice and governance, and through everyday
usage, English has earned the right to be
regarded as one of modern India’s own
languages. It is useful to remember that English
has long ceased to be the language of colonial
rulers. It has evolved into one of the several
languages in which Indians imagine themselves.
Indian English belongs to India.

English in India, a language that has earned its place

AR & 31N, T A s fowe 39 v foia fRar &

What makes a language Indian?

TR $TT9T o SRR T STl &2

11A8.

A recent observation by the Supreme Court of India has revived the debate over whether
English can be considered an indigenous language of India.

AR & Fafed AT I gferar feoqult o 51 S8 i v & Shifad & fear & o &#ar 33eh

T AT S Fagei SITNT AT ST HhaT B

The debate over the place of English in India has often been framed as a contest between
English and Indian languages.

IR H ST & TATA T oIh T§H Pl 3TFT 373l 3R HARAT STt & ST gfaeaet & &9 7

T T I Bl

Such a binary is both historically misleading and politically unhelpful.
U gfaamer @ UfAETiis &9 & e 3R TSt &9 & Hqaaien gl g

The promotion of Indian languages such as Hindi, Tamil, Telugu, Odia, Kannada, or
Marathi need not — and should not — be predicated upon denying recognition or patronage

to English.
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Y, affre, oy, 3N, Feets a1 AT Sl TR ST Y TeTaT ST A P AT AT
TIETUT SoT U ST el IR STITRA =181 &1edT ATfg UV 3R o7 &1 AT a2 ¢ |

e The future of India’s linguistic diversity lies not in choosing one language over another but
in nurturing multilingualism.

HIT T AT RATereT ohr 77T Tep ST T GERY 1T & FUR Iefed H =g, Sfoeh Tganiyeha 1
Ferarda ¥ ART ¥

e English may not be an indigenous language in the same historical sense as Sanskrit or
Tamil, yet, over two centuries, has acquired a legitimate claim to belong to India.

37T STt € TG AT AR F A Wfgae 32 7 Fagel s o g, T o ar erarfeedt &
ENIeT 38 IR ¥ G 8T T Ueh A g4t 3Tord < fordm B

A language transformed

s gRafda s
e The strongest objection to treating English as an Indian language is that it arrived with British
colonialism.
37 T HRCAT $TYT Hlelol IR TN JHW 3R g & o 30T 3T fafeer sufaderare &
arg §3-TT 1|

e |t was introduced to facilitate administration, commerce, missionary activity, and what the
colonial rulers described as their civilising mission.

S I, TR, fARE srfafaferat 3R 33 S ot Gorat sl & Tore oy fomam arar o, 5
INufAA RIS AR =TT FHIATIT AT Fgd |

e In its early history, English undoubtedly served the interests of the Empire.
319t SRS Sfagra 7 33N  foewce fafeer gy & Rat $r dar $n
e Yet, languages cannot be permanently imprisoned by the circumstances of their arrival.
AT 8, SITT3T SRl 3oToh 3TTHST AT TR FEATAT & RoT TaRlt w7 & AT A6 fFam 51 Fehrar|
e Their identities are continually reshaped by the people who speak them.
3o Sclel aTel GI9T 3eTeh! UgdTe & fATdT 73T T Y&l Hid g |

e Once English entered India, Indians appropriated it, transformed it, and made it serve Indian
aspirations rather than colonial objectives.

T IR 37351 & HRA H AL H & 915, HRATAT o U YT, TR B 3 s
Il e 3egeat & oy SR RT3t 1 qfct o ATCIH FoTra|

e By the early 19th century, English had already become an instrument of Indian political and
intellectual expression.

194t QreTedl & RS cleh ST RAT TeTaifceh 3R Seftreh ATHATFT T Teh FETH T T
Sl

e |n 1823, Raja Ram Mohan Roy and his associates submitted one of the earliest petitions in
English defending the freedom of the Indian-language press in Calcutta.

1823 # AT A AlgeT I 3R 3o7oh TEANIT o ol H HRATT HISTHT & U 6T TTATTAT T
& & ToIT 33T & TR i3 & & Teh T&ddl |

e Laterin the century, Dadabhai Naoroji marshalled his famous “Drain Theory” in English to
expose the economic exploitation of India under British rule.

a1e; & 38T AaTedT &, gremE AR & fafeer e & 3ideia IR & 3 2YoT Y 39PR
e o T 33IeM # 319l Tifey “ua-faswrdt Rgure (Drain Theory)” &I 9 fohaT|

e Swami Vivekananda addressed educated India in English through his celebrated lecture, ‘My
Plan of Campaign’, delivered in Madras in 1897.

Faret fadseiE o 1897 # Agr H U 91T 319 9RAcy car&ar ‘My Plan of Campaign’ &
AreA ¥ fAferd 9T i 33T & &g faan
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Mahatma Gandhi himself translated Hind Swaraj into English, recognising that the language
could carry Indian ideas to both national and international audiences.

HeTeAT aMTeft o T féfe Farst 1 33l & 3regare; foma, agwwmgaﬁsa—s’wmw
et ot ITsger 3R RIS Eletl T & Teehi cieh TEa Hehell ¢
To deny English a place in India is, in some measure, to overlook the contributions of

generations of Indians who employed the language to articulate Indian nationalism, social
reform, and cultural renaissance.

HRT 3 3TN o TUTT H FeTehR el HS 66 cleh o1 WA 3h HRCAAT oh FITETeT h JTTedr
T &, Firginl (IRl Isgare, WAt GUR IR A e JASTIRoT 1 Hidcded il &
TIT 39 HINT T 39T FhaT|

After Independence, India indeed found a place for English.

FaAAAT & J1G AR o qEAd H 37T & forw v T feiia fram|

The Constituent Assembly debates on the language question adopted a balanced
resolution.

$TST o 92T IR WAL W1 hY SEal 7 Ueh T ol FATENET =TT 7T

Moved by K.M. Munshi and N. Gopalaswami Ayyangar, it recognised Hindi as the Official
Language of the Union and retained English for official purposes.

&. 0. 72l 3R e, MTeraTHt TR CaRT T YETd 7 el T Her hr AT o &9 7
HadT &) 378 3R 3RS Jegedt & fow 3736l Y §=re @ 72|

Over the subsequent decades, English has evolved into one of the principal languages of
Indian academic and administrative domains, including but not limited to the legislature, the
executive and the judiciary.

3T ST & SR A 3l HRAT AeTfOreh 3R gemafie &1 S Jo@ st & & veh & &9 A
ﬁ%ﬁmgé% o1 frenfesr, FrRfarfereT 3l =amraforT enfae €, ofha 3 s+t = @ifda
eI &

India has also recognised English as a language of Indian creativity.

R o 3N T HRANT TAATCHS AT Y ST & &G 7 8 AT B

The Sahitya Akademi has treated English as one of the languages of Indian literature,
conferring annual awards.

AT IrFEHY o IS HRAT TTecT 1 W3 & & veh AT § 3R 39 fow af¥s
TEFR i fhU |

Indian Writing in English has developed into one of the richest literary traditions in the
postcolonial world.

Indian Writing in English 3a3-3afeiafRier e st Hed Foee Afgicdsh TR & 4 U &
w9 & FIh Tl g3 B
From R.K. Narayan, Mulk Raj Anand to Amitav Ghosh and Vikram Seth, Indian writers

have demonstrated that English can express Indian experiences with authenticity, subtlety,
and artistic distinction.

IR, ARTICT, Hed T 3Teie § AT IfAara vy AR e ds a, Ry @i @ 7
v e o § 3 3iaielt IRl 3re37at b WO, Faae 3R Fareas faftrear & @y
g F Gohl gl

Reach and scale

qg'iraﬁtﬁw

It is often argued that only a small section of Indians speak English.
T I o 1T ST & 16 ARAT &7 Sl Ueh SIer-aT goT s Sielar &
This is not exactly the case.

g I g Tel +Tel & |
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The Census of 2011 reports that nearly 129 million Indians chose English as a erst, second
or third language.

2011 Y STAITAT & HTHR, 1897 129 FATITT seefrat =¥ 373rsi 1 3r9eh agel, g@dr a1 ey
HIST & &9 H Tl

These numbers make India one of the largest English-speaking countries in the world.

T s HRA HI 7929 & AT T3 3HASH-ATT G20 7 & T Jalcd 8

Nearly 2,60,000 people reported English to be their mother tongue.

SIITHT 2,60,000 AN o 3T T AT ATTHATST ST

A whopping 83 million identised it as their second language.

rarerar 83 fAfAreT eelt & & el gE 11T & &9 A identi-ed TR

About 46 million spoke it as their third language.

AT 46 FATATST Y & 38 379 Frady T F T F e

Scholars observe that the number of Indians who possess at least a functional knowledge of
English may well have further increased to the range of 180 million to 250 million given the
rapid expansion of English-medium education over the last decade.

ﬁmwm%%ma%mﬁsmﬁmwma?mamﬁa@ﬁg HA-T-hH
FRITCHS 33T AT T aTel HRAAT T TEAT e 180 fAfaraar & 250 Afea F e &
g T & Fehell B

These statistics suggest that English has become the language of aspiration for a large
segment of the Indian society.

Y 31Tehs Tohd & & o IRATT THATST & T 93 J9T o foIw 3rasft 3reriadr Y #1971 57 1S &
As an aspirational people, Indians invest considerable esort and money in education.

3Tehiel AT & §9 &, AR a1 7 gaica gy 3 a1 &1 Ager v 8

Nearly 31,000 schools acliated to the Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE)
impart education primarily through English.

SI9T$TT 31,000 faEATerd, ST Central Board of Secondary Education (CBSE) & Ha¢H g,
HET T 3T & A § RIET el aHd 81

So do the 3,000 schools which are asliated to comparable boards such as the Council for
the Indian School Certiecate Examinations.

3d K, 3,000 fag@Ter, it Council for the Indian School Certiecate Examinations 518
THEET S1SF & HaGH g, $T 3T & ATETH F ST 9T X &

Let us not forget that English is also the principal medium of education in all premier
higher educational institutions of India.

g 6T [T TG T foh SRl o Tl o7 3w TRIaToT ewrii & 3rarsit st fvam 1 yor@ wrearsr
gl

In a wide range of professional +elds that produce wealth and service, English has become
the language through which India engages with the world.

&6 3R QET3HT T FoToT el ATl AT YA &1 H S a6 AT §1 315 & [orheh ACTH &
HR fared & A1y JEaATY |

This is an advantage that India presently possesses over several other competing nations,
and it would be wise for it to continue to invest its resources in further expanding the English
language skills of Indians.

Ig Teh UHT 1T § ST AT 3 R 1 ohs 3o TTTeTelt it Y Jofell & 9reet §, AR R &
fore I fadenqu g1 o ag TR o 373t o1 lerer & 3R FaTdR 7 3r9e FaTera! &1 fader
SR |

It also needs to be pointed out that India has Indianised English.

g oY ool T AT & o AR o 31l FT AR =IHIoT fFar g
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e Raja Rao spoke about it in the well-known Foreword to his novel Kanthapura way back in
1938.

Raja Rao & 1938 # g1 39eT 39 Kanthapura T GTHetr $1ffehT & 38 IR & =y & o7

e Just as Canada and Australia had fashioned their own versions of English, Rao felt, so
would India.

Rao T AT AT for 39 YR Canada 311X Australia a7 37350 & 319a-379<) ¥ 3R fu,
3 YR AR T TET 3|

e That prediction has been fully realised.
7§ Hiasarol O o¥E TR g5 R

¢ Indian English today possesses its own pronunciation, vocabulary, idioms, and rhetorical
conventions.

37T Indian English T 37911 3TARUT, leaTaell, HeTaR 3R 3ol 3iffeafard T o g1

e It rerects Indian social realities and cultural sensibilities while remaining part of the larger
global family of Englishes.

wﬁﬁﬁm%m@ﬂww%maﬁmgwmmﬁmﬁﬁm
HEpTcTeh HAGTMIdT3AT I resects AT |

Taking root
IS AT
e This process of linguistic naturalisation is captured in V.K. Gokak’s poem ‘English Words’:

“O winged seeds! You crossed the furrowed seas/To nestle in the warm and silent
earth./...You ripened into nectar in fruit-jars/That hung like clustered stars.”

$TTYTS TATHTTARIHIOT T Tg UThaT V.K. Gokak # &fadT ‘English Words’ 3 31fficaad gidT &

“O winged seeds! You crossed the furrowed seas/To nestle in the warm and silent
earth./...You ripened into nectar in fruit-jars/That hung like clustered stars.”
o Gokak’s metaphor is striking.

Gokak sl e 3l TTaRITel &l

e English words arrive as seeds from distant shores, but they do not remain foreign.
33T o 2ee; GI-eTeT o cIel § Fail & & H 3T 8, olfchet 3 fadel 78T o1 o |

e They take root in Indian soil, acquire new life, and bear fruit that belongs as much to India as
to anywhere else.

d AR A & 575 STATA 8, 777 Siael 9o ohidl § 3N U el Scoed hd & i 3ciat &1 IR
& & Torder fohdr 37T TUTT & |

e A similar sensibility informs A.K. Ramanujan’s ‘Prayers to Lord Murugan’, where an Indian
poet employs English not as a borrowed medium but as a natural vehicle for expressing
Indian mythology, philosophy, and devotion.

8 YR Y TagaaT A.K. Ramanujan ¥ ‘Prayers to Lord Murugan’ & fe@rs &t &, STef v
HRAT Hid 3AST &7 TA19T Tohdll 3UR T 31T AT & §T H =7gT, dfew AR gRifors
Fym3it, gefe 3R HFT A 31fPcaTra FA & v Tarnfas AreTdT F T H AT

e Such works demonstrate that languages are ultimately shaped not by their origins but by the
communities that inhabit them.

U TATC SRl § T3 $TWTC 3HAd: 379t Scufey & el diceh 37 FHGTAT GaRT HTHR TEOT FIAT
& Y IorehT geT I &

¢ Ironically, many of the strongest advocates of Indian languages have themselves turned to
English when addressing a pan-Indian or international audience.

AT I8 § T IR sWI3it & 3 Tael A & TaT 31T HRAIT AT TS Sar3it
FI TNFOT FIS GHT 37350 1 GeRT FoRT B

¢ Kannada scholar and Jnanpith awardee V.K. Gokak argued for the unity of Indian
literature through English in works such as The Concept of Indian Literatureand Pathways
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to the Unity of Indian Literature.
Feors faganet AR AeTds IERR fasiar V.K. Gokak @ The Concept of Indian Literature 3%

Pathways to the Unity of Indian Literature Si#l idal & 31l & ATeTH § HRAT AifeeT
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Monolingualism has never been the historical reality of Indian society.
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India has always deeply cherished languages that Indians speak in their homes and among
kith and kin.
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At the same time, they have spoken in other languages with considerable facility and comfort.
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English is not in competition with Hindi or Tamil.
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Rather it is a language that provides Indians with an already historically familiar bridge to
connect with other language-speaking communities both within and beyond India.
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It is not an important question, therefore, whether English is an indigenous language.
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It is not.
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More important is the realisation that through history and literature, constitutional practice

and governance, and through everyday usage, English has earned the right to be
regarded as one of modern India’s own languages.
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It is useful to remember that English has long ceased to be the language of colonial
rulers.
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It has evolved into one of the several languages in which Indians imagine themselves.

g 3T 374 AT H § Ueh o FT H TIhfAd &1 713 § [oiatah AT & HRATT T Y FedaT
iR af=aFa =a ¥

Indian English belongs to India.
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